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 Welcome to St. Thomas’  

____________________________________________________________________ 

Forthcoming Services in Church and Online 

Sunday 29th August: 10.30am Morning Worship 
 
Sunday 5th September: 10.30am Family Service  
 
Sunday 12th September: 4.00pm David’s Licensing Service 
 

 

 

St Thomas’ Website - www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/) 

St. Thomas’ Facebook -  www.facebook.com/stthomasaldridge/  

Phone 01922 453942 / Email office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk 

 

  

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/
http://www.facebook.com/stthomasaldridge/
http://www.facebook.com/stthomasaldridge/
http://www.facebook.com/stthomasaldridge/
file:///C:/Users/Mike/Documents/Admin/Notice%20Sheets/2020/office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk
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Rev’s Ramblings  

16th August 2021 
 

This is a photo of the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct  

(pronounced Pont-ker-sulth-tay) near Llangollen in North Wales, which 

we visited recently during our “big” family holiday.  It was built by 

Thomas Telford to take the Llangollen Canal across the River Dee, with 

construction beginning in 1795 and opening in November 1805.  As you 

can see, it’s very narrow, being just the width of a canal barge plus 

towpath, and also very high at 126 feet.  It really is a sight to behold, 

either from the ground looking up, from the aqueduct looking down, or 

just looking along its length. 

 

From a Christian point of view, it struck me in two ways.  Firstly its 

width reminded me of “the narrow way” – But small is the gate and 

narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it – Matthew 

7:14.   

 

The canal barges have no trouble crossing the aqueduct as they can’t 

really go anywhere – the channel is just wide enough.  However, we watched a group of children in canoes 

and it was really funny to see them trying to paddle their way through!  They were all over the place – 

banging the sides and one another, and even turning round – it took them ages!!  I thought we Christians 

are like those children – we find the gate to the narrow way but on our way along it we bump the sides, we 

wiggle along going this way and that – our path is by no means straight and smooth!! 

 

It’s not much different on the towpath either!  You have to watch where you’re going, you keep stopping to 

let others pass – and then there’s the long drop the other side of the railings!!  (See photo below)  If we 

don’t watch where we’re going in our walk with Jesus, there’s the danger of falling into sin (not into the 

beautiful Dee valley!!). 

 

Secondly, there’s the name of the aqueduct itself – Pontcysyllte.  This means “the bridge that connects”.  

Jesus is our bridge between earth and heaven through His amazing sacrifice on the Cross to take away our 

sins. 

 

I never thought God would speak to me through an aqueduct – it 

just shows that you should always keep your eyes, ears and 

heart open to His word wherever you are! 

 

 

 

Blessings 

Sue Quibell 
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MISSION FOCUS:  Tearfund Update From Janet Berrill 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have a God who wants us to bring everything to him in prayer (Philippians 4:6-7). However, 
sometimes it can be difficult to know where to begin – or how to keep going when the situation feels 
unchanging or too big. Also, how can we talk to God about refugees or hunger when sometimes we don’t 
even know the scale of the crisis ourselves, due to it being under-reported? 
 
‘For I am the Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand and says to you, do not fear; I will help 
you.’ (Isaiah 41:13) 
 
We do not have to carry the crises of the world alone; God knows, understands and cares deeply. We can 
be assured that God is working to restore all things and when we align ourselves with his plan, incredible 
things can happen.  With that in mind let’s keep the work of Tearfund in our prayers and actions. 
 
Ahead of the UK hosting the UN climate talks, COP26, in Glasgow in November, a UN report released this 
week has given the starkest warning yet about the urgency of the climate crisis. We must continue to call 
on our leaders to act. You can do this today by emailing your MP to let them know you want to see 
urgent climate action.  
 
In addition, by making more sustainable choices in our own lives, each one of us also has the opportunity 
to demonstrate our love for our global neighbours and for God’s creation.  
 

OTHER NEWS FOR PRAYER: 
 

Attacks by armed groups in northern Nigeria are causing entire communities to go on the run. With 
families forced to live in temporary camps in poor conditions, outbreaks of disease are common. In recent 
weeks, however, the worst outbreak for many years of cholera – a disease caused by dirty drinking water 
– has killed hundreds of people. Many of the victims are children.  
 
The DRC is facing multiple crises. The country has been ravaged by decades of conflict, while the threat of 
diseases such as Ebola and Covid-19 hang over the population. And on top of that, disasters like floods 
and the recent volcanic eruption have created a wave of devastation across the east of the country.  The 
result is that more than 5 million people have been forced from their homes – including 3 million children. 
Communities, homes and livelihoods have been abandoned, with families in temporary camps lacking 
access to many of the basics needed to survive. 
 
Our actions and choices make a difference – and influence those around us to take action too. And as 
always, please do reach out to us at campaigns@tearfund.org if you’d like any help with taking the next 
step in your journey of climate action. Thanks for continuing in prayer and action to see an end to the 
climate crisis and poverty around the world.  With your help, support and the love of God this can be 
solved. 
 
Thank you  
Janet 
TEARFUND CHURCH REP  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://ascotlife.church/card/we-support/tearfund-logo&psig=AOvVaw0mU_sb92YqIM2MZPuEukIk&ust=1629043165007000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAcQjRxqFwoTCPicqO7wsPICFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://tearfund.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cd19eb0b2a74af14054950f15&id=9effb0543e&e=967027af45
mailto:campaigns@tearfund.org
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Resources For Online Worship and Prayer  
 

Virtual Sunday School:  Every week, Virtual Sunday School release a fun Sunday School session to watch 
involving a story, activity or game and prayer.  These are full of energy and lots of fun. These can be 
watched here: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMu2bG8L2dp7ywUZVa9uXDA  
 
Bible Buds:  On Facebook every fortnight https://www.facebook.com/biblebuds/  
 
Worship for Everyone 
For a whole host of fun, faith filled family worship and story sessions available online, do check out the 
Drake Family either on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/worshipforeveryone  
or on you tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2dYemDuCz36mIKAt0DwhcA  
 
Lichfield Diocese Daily Prayer:  A daily prayer video posted on the diocesan Facebook page every 
weekday at 1pm for people across the diocese to join in prayer together.  
 
Lectio 365 – this is a free downloadable audio app, providing a daily devotional resource that helps you 
pray the Bible every day. 
  

BBC Radio 4 Daily Services at 9.45am each morning.   

Services are available every day with spiritual reflection, bible reading, prayer and Christian music.  Simply 
tune in at 9.45am. 
Friday:    Facing Challenges –Fear  
Monday:  (Title was not available at the time of writing this) 
Tuesday:  Living With Faith – Songs of Praise 
Wednesday:  Living With Faith – Labours of Love 
Thursday: Living With Faith – Moments of Calm 
Friday:  Living With Faith – Acts of Grace 
 
BBC Radio 4 Sunday Worship, Sunday 29th August, 8.10am  
Homecoming – With a smaller gather at Oroxpect Farm in place of the annual Greenbelt Festival, many 
have missed their annual homecoming opportunity to be in festive mood amongst friends.  As people 
begin to return to rhythms of life they have known previously, such as the breathing space Greenbelt 
offers, it is possible to achieve a more balanced world in the future, one of racial and environmental 
justice, an altogether more hopeful world?  Presenter: Chine McDonald, Preacher: Molly Boot. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMu2bG8L2dp7ywUZVa9uXDA
https://www.facebook.com/biblebuds/
https://www.facebook.com/worshipforeveryone
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2dYemDuCz36mIKAt0DwhcA
https://anglican.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=acaad43ba0b06e97275112db2&id=6a9a35873d&e=519906175d
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PRAYING TOGETHER 
 
I would just like to mention the various ways of getting prayer for ourselves, our friends or our families 
whist we are not meeting up and just a reminder that nothing is too small or too big to ask for the Lord’s 
help with: 
 
Prayer Circle 
The prayer circle is a group of about a dozen people who are willing to pray for anyone or any situation 
that needs prayer.  A weekly list of prayer needs is produced which is circulated to Prayer Circle Members 
and remains confidential to that group and is not shared anywhere else.  Prayer requests should be 
passed on to Liz Spiers at Lizspiers55@blueyonder.co.uk.  If your request is for someone else please 
ensure you have their permission before sharing.   
 
Special prayer list 
This was originally set up to pray for those known to us who were suffering the effects of, or affected by, 
Covid19 but has now expanded to include those who have other needs and wish to be prayed for by all 
members of the church rather than within the confines of the Prayer Circle. This information should still 
respectfully be kept within the congregation.  Any requests for this list should either be passed on to Liz 
Spiers or Genette Andrews in church office.  If your request is for someone else please ensure you have 
their permission before sharing.   
We need to keep on praying, however we do it.  The Lord needs to hear our prayers for our world and 
ourselves.  Be encouraged that the Lord does hear all our prayers. ‘The prayers of a righteous person has 
great power’ James 6.16    Liz Spires, Prayer Coordinator 
 

Zoom Prayer Meeting:  There is an intercessory prayer meeting via Zoom on the Sundays when there isn't 
evening worship, at 6.30pm (note change of time) lasting about 45mins. We pray as led, for the world, our 
nation, our community and church and also individuals known to us, because it makes a difference and 
also at this time, to prepare the ground for David's ministry and for what God wants to do in and through 
St Thomas'. If you would like to be on the circulation list to receive a Zoom link, even if you can't make it 
each time just so you have it when you can please ask Julie Fuggle: fugglej@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

A CALL TO PRAYER:  Can we ask you to commit to praying at 6pm each day focusing on the NHS and those 
working there.  We will then know that we will be praying powerfully together every day.   Please also 
continue to pray for this situation during your usual prayer time.   
This is the least we can do for one of our sisters in Christ, and for all those who daily put their own lives at 
risk in fighting Covid. There is strength in praying together.  (Jesus said...) Again, truly I tell you that if two 
of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For 
where two or three gather in my Name, there I am with them. Matthew 18:19-20.  Thank you.   
The Wardens, Sue and Jeremy * https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/62951/view/ 

 
Please pray for David and Kimberley Sims and their family (our new minister) as they prepare to 
leave their home and say farewell to friends and church family in Wellington to come and join 
with us here in Aldridge.  Please pray for a smooth transition and that they will settle in well and 
feel at home when they get here, and that the children would soon make new friends and be 
happy.  Please also pray for us as church family that we might be loving and welcoming to them 
and excited to be part of the next phase of the Lord’s plans for St Thomas Church.    
Liz Spires 
 
 
 

mailto:Lizspiers55@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:fugglej@blueyonder.co.uk
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/62951/view/
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 NOTICES  
 
Live Services:  We can now sing in Church and so to keep everyone safe we ask that you continue to wear 
masks during the service (masks can become moist when singing and so you may like to bring additional 
masks, allowing you to change to a fresh one periodically).  Please continue to reserve your seat in 
advance by Wednesday of each week, by emailing office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk or leave a message 
on the answer phone on 01922 453942.   
 
We would love you to join us. 
Sunday 29th August: 10.30am Morning Worship 
Sunday 5th September: 10.30am Family Service  
Sunday 12th September: 4.00pm David’s Licensing Service 
 
 
An Important Date For Your Dairy:  David’s Licensing Service has been arranged for Sunday 12th 
September at 4pm and we hope that you can save this date in your diary.  More detailed information 
regarding the Service will follow nearer the time. 
 
 
Zoom Prayer Meeting:  There have been some changes to the Zoom Prayer Meeting, please see the note 

from Julie Fuggle on page 5. 

 

 

Roland Jones’ Birthday:   As some of you will know Roland is currently in hospital, and has his 60th 

birthday on September 3rd.    I thought it would be really encouraging to him to receive a 'shower of 

birthday cards'!   If you are able to send a card please put it through my letterbox  

29 Broad Meadow, Aldridge, WS9 8JB, and I will make sure he gets it.  

Thank you everyone for your messages and prayers 

 

 

Watts back in the UK:  Thank you for your prayers for Ted, Rachel, Ethan and Jamie whilst they are on 
home assignment. They ask us to give thanks to God for His provision of more families planning to join 
them when they return to Mandritsara in Madagascar. However with more children arriving, providing for 
their educational needs becomes increasingly complex. They think that next year there might be 8 
children aged 4 - 12 from three different countries, with parents working at The Good News Hospital. 
Please pray with them, that the Lord will provide someone to take on the role of teaching these children, 
when the current home school teacher Naomi takes a break from this position and returns to the U.K. 
during 2022/23. Please also pray for the team covering Ted and Rachel’s duties whilst they are away, that 
they may know God’s blessing as they work. Colin and Sue Goodall. 
  

mailto:office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk
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CHILDREN & FAMILIES NOTICES  
 

Together At Home:  Please look on our website for the section titled “Children – Together At Home”.   

Church Website - https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/56973/view/   

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/StThomasAldridge/ 

Hannah Evans, Children and Families Worker 
 

5th September - Our next Family Service is the 5th September, where we will do a Back to School Blessing 
Service.  Because I will be away please direct your bookings to Julie Fuggle.  Thank you, Hannah 
 
 
There will be no Sunday Group Zooms during August 
 
 
  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/56973/view/
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasAldridge/
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CONTACTS 

 Clergy - 
Rev Jeremy Bakewell 07790 986575  
Rev Sue Quibell 07889 885545 if you want would like to talk please feel free to phone on the numbers 
above. 

 Church Office - 
Office hours are usually Monday to Thursday from 9 am till 12 pm.  Genette Andrews is currently 
working from home and will be happy to help with your queries.  Messages on the office answer 
phone are listened to twice weekly (01922 453942) /  Emails are read Monday’s-Thursdays 
office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk  Please be mindful that messages may not be seen or heard on 
Fridays, Saturdays or Sundays.  (for urgent or emergency contact, Genette’s personal mobile number 
is 07702 822546). 

 Children and Families Worker: Hannah Evans - 
Hannah is currently working from home and can be contacted on the following numbers: 
Telephone 01922 693298 or mobile 07921 387241  /  Email: hannahevans@stthomasaldridge.org.uk  
(Please be mindful that messages may not be seen or heard on Mondays and Saturdays) 
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Vera Russell - 
Telephone 01922 616383 or 07806 519301  /  Email: vjrus@gmail.com 

 Prayer Coordinator: Liz Spiers - 
Telephone 01922 453944 / email lizspiers55@blueyonder.co.uk  if you wish to discuss any prayer 
needs, including ongoing prayer ministry and details of the Prayer Circle. 

 Wardens - 
Clive Thomas: 07811 341212 or email clivethomas62@yahoo.co.uk  
Sue Grundy: 07772 925069 or email susan.grundy@yahoo.com 
Andrew Dickson: 07989 143388 or andrewjdickson999@hotmail.com 
Vera Russell: 07806 519301 or email vjrus@gmail.com 

 Safeguarding - 
Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. If you have concerns about how somebody might be treating 
you or another person, please do not hesitate to contact Sue Grundy (for children) on 07772 925069 
or Sue Quibell (for adults) on 07889 885545 (see poster in church foyer for other numbers and 
information). A copy of our safeguarding policy is available from the church foyer and church office.  
Fabrics and Health and Safety – Andrew Dickson may be contacted via 07989 143388 or 
andrewjdickson999@hotmail.com directly, if you notice or need help with any such issues.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cooper and Jordan School Applications: Parents should be aware that we follow the school’s 

admission policy on attendance and in accordance with Diocesan guidelines ‘regular attendance’ at 

worship constitutes a minimum of at least two services per month. The guidelines further suggest 

that regular attendance should have been for at least two years before application. Please see the 

Welcome Desk to ensure your attendance is recorded. New information: Supporting letters are now 

being done in batches when we receive the list of applications from C&J. The letters are then sent 

directly back to C&J but feel free to check with our office that your child’s name features in the list. 

Thanks, Genette.  

 

 

 

 

Gift Aid: The Government adds 25% to each ‘Gift Aided’ donation at no cost to you.  If you don’t have 

a regular Gift Aid arrangement, but would nevertheless like to Gift Aid a donation today, please use 

one of the brown Gift Aid envelopes available from the leaflet rack, or do ask a Steward to find one for 

you.  Please see our Treasurer, Ron Heaton for more information if needed. 

mailto:office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk
mailto:vjruss@gmail.com
mailto:lizspiers55@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:clivethomas62@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:susan.grundy@yahoo.com
mailto:andrewjdickson999@hotmail.com

