
March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda 
 

 
Welcome 

 

13th Sunday after Trinity ~ 29th August 2021 
 
 

Please keep in touch with one another, and I am always glad to hear from you on 01354 279232 or at  
andrew.marchurch@gmail.com 

- - - - - 
We are keeping services much the same; staying away if ill, wearing masks, washing hands and respecting 
distance. We have congregational singing for those wearing masks. We continue to keep people safe and to 

feel safe.  
 

~ Services with Social Distancing ~ 
St Peter’s Sundays 8am & 11am; Wednesdays 10am 

St Mary’s Sundays 9.15am 
St John’s Sundays 9.30am; Tuesdays 10am 

 
 

"Stay in touch, take care, keep safe, continue praying and God bless." 

Prayers  
 

God of unclean hands, touching those rejected by the world, despised by the religious: guide us from false purity 
which hides misshapen hearts; lead us to the joyful feats in which all are renewed; through Jesus Christ, the beauty 
of God’s face. Amen 
 

Father of light, giver of every good and perfect gift, bring to fruition the word of truth sown in our hearts by your 
Son, that we may rightly understand your commandments, live your law of love, and so offer you worship in heart 
and mind and soul. Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, with the gifts of your Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

 

James 1 v17-27  
 
Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with 
whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfilment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word 
of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. You must understand this, my beloved: let 
everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; for your anger does not produce God’s righteous-
ness. Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the 
implanted word that has the power to save your souls. But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who de-
ceive themselves. For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a 
mirror; for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. But those who 
look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they 
will be blessed in their doing. If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their 
hearts, their religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for 
orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 



Meditation 
 
 

We start reading through the Epistle of James this week. Martin Luther called this a “letter of straw” and felt it 
should be excluded from the New Testament as it did not agree with his (and Paul’s and Augustine’s) understand-
ing of justification, faith and grace. So, before we turn to James, let us try to understand Luther (and I am indebted 
to those who lectured me at college and Alistair McGrath who was curate at the church I attended for evensong 
whilst a student – but apologies for the sexist language, not thought about in 1500’s nor the 1980’s!). Let’s start 
with how Luther started. 
 
God has established a covenant (pact) with humanity, by which he is obliged to justify anyone who meets a certain 
minimum precondition. In effect, Luther taught that God gives his grace to the humble, so that whoever humbles 
himself before God can expect to be justified as a matter of course. The sinner humbles himself before God, and 
thus obliges God to reward him with justification. The sinner thus recognises his need for grace, and calls upon 
God to bestow it, which then obliges God to justify the sinner. In other words, the sinner takes the initiative, by 
calling upon God: the sinner is able to do something which ensures God responds by justifying him. At this first 
stage, Luther understands the ‘righteousness of God’ to refer to an impersonal divine attribute. God judges individ-
uals with complete impartiality; if the individual has met the basic precondition he is justified, if not he is con-
demned. God shows neither leniency nor favouritism, he judges solely on the basis of merit. God is equitable and 
just, he gives each individual what he merits – nothing more, and nothing less. 
 
The difficulty with this becomes increasingly clear to Luther. What happens if a sinner is incapable of meeting this 
basic precondition? What happens if people are so crippled and trapped by sin that they cannot fulfil these de-
mands?  Luther rejects the teachings which assume people can meet these preconditions without much difficulty. 
The idea of the ‘righteousness of God’ thus becomes a threat to Luther. To be a sinner, it meant only condemna-
tion by God. God, in his justice, would punish the sinner. The promise of justification is real enough, but the pre-
conditions made it well-nigh impossible. It was if God was promising a blind man a million dollars if he could see! 
The idea of ‘righteousness of God’ was simply not gospel, not good news for sinners in that it spelled out nothing 
but condemnation. “How can I find a gracious God?”  
 
In later life Luther himself wrote, “I had certainly wanted to understand Paul’s letter to the Romans. But what pre-
vented me from doing so was not so much cold feet as the one phrase in the first chapter (1v17): ‘the righteousness 
of God is revealed in it’ For I hated the phrase ‘the righteousness of God’ which I had been taught to understand as 
the righteousness by which God is righteous and punishes unrighteous sinners. Although I lived blameless as a 
monk, I felt I was a sinner with an uneasy conscience before God. I could not believe that I had pleased him by my 
works. Far from loving that righteous God who punished sinners, I actually hated him…. At last as I meditated 
night and day on the relation of the words  ‘the righteousness of God is revealed in it, as it is written, the righteous 
person shall live by faith’, I began to understand that ‘the righteousness of God’ as that by which the righteous per-
son lives by the gift of God (faith); and this sentence refers to a passive righteousness, by which the merciful God 
justifies us by faith, as it is written, ‘the righteous person lives by faith’. This immediately made me feel as if I had 
been born again, and as though I had entered the open gates into paradise itself. From that moment I saw the whole 
face of scripture in new light…..” 

Gospel of St Mark 7 v1-8, 14-15, & 21-23  
 
When the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around him, they noticed that 
some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. (For the Pharisees, and all the 
Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; and they do 
not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, 
the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, ‘Why do your disciples 
not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Isaiah prophesied 
rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, “This people honours me with their lips, but their hearts are far from 
me; in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as doctrines.” You abandon the commandment of God 
and hold to human tradition.’ 
 
Then he called the crowd again and said to them, ‘Listen to me, all of you, and understand: there is nothing out-
side a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.’ 
 
For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, 
wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil things come from within, and they de-
file a person.’ 



Prayers 
 

 

Praise to you, abundant God, for when we ask, you give; when we seek, you show the 
way. When we knock, you answer. Praise to you for your unfailing grace; make us now 

your faithful people. 
 

Heavenly Father, hear us as we pray for the unity of the Church. May we all be one that 
the world may believe. Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly 

serve you, that the life of Christ may be revealed in us. 
 

We remember those who have died; Father into your hands we commend them. We praise 
you for your saints who have entered into your eternal glory. May we also come to share 

your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from sickness, grief or trouble. In your presence 
may they find strength. 

 
Look with kindness on our homes and families. Grant that your love may grow in our 

hearts. Make us alive to the needs of our community; help us to share one another’s joys 
and burdens. 

 
Inspire and lead those who hold authority in the nations of the world; guide us and all 

people in the way of justice and peace. 
 

Strengthen all who minister in Christ’s name; give us courage to proclaim your Gospel. 
We pray for our own needs……… 

 
God of our hope, may your blessing empower our thanksgivings and our prayer; for we 

put our trust in you, living God, risking disappointment, risking failure, working and wait-
ing expectantly. God of the Incarnation because you care for us and for our prayer, may 

our love for you and our likeness to you be strengthened every time we pray.  
 

Amen. 

We can detect Luther’s excitement at this discovery; formerly he could only interpret ‘the righteousness of God’ as 
a punishing righteousness, but now he narrates a new meaning, a righteousness which God gives the sinner. In other 
words, God himself meets the precondition; God graciously gives the sinner what he requires if he is to be justified. 
 
Central to this insight is to appreciate what is meant by ‘justification by faith alone’. The idea of ‘justification’ re-
fers to the restoration or establishment of a relationship between a sinner and God, taking in ideas such as 
‘forgiveness’ and ‘reconciliation’. But what about ‘by faith alone’? This doesn’t mean that the sinner is justified 
because he believes, on account of that faith - that is what Luther believed before this breakthrough. This view re-
gards faith as a human action or work – the precondition for justification.  
 
Luther’s breakthrough, however, involved the recognition that God provides everything necessary for justification, 
so that all the sinner needs to do is to receive it. God is active, humans are passive, in justification. The phrase 
‘justification by grace through faith’ brings out the meaning of the doctrine more clearly: the justification of the sin-
ner is based upon the grace of God, and is received through faith. “The grace of God that justifies us for the sake of 
Christ through faith alone, without good works, while faith meanwhile abounds in good works.” God offers and 
gives; men receive and rejoice. The doctrine of justification by faith alone is an affirmation that God does every-
thing necessary for salvation. Even faith itself is a gift of God rather than a human action. God himself meets the 
precondition for justification. Thus, the ‘the righteousness of God’ is not a righteousness which judges whether or 
not we have met the precondition for justification, but the righteousness which is given to us so that we may meet 
that precondition. 
      
 

  God bless, Andrew 


