
March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda 
 

 
Welcome 

 

12th Sunday after Trinity ~ 22nd August 2021 
 
 

Please keep in touch with one another, and I am always glad to hear from you on 01354 279232 or at  
andrew.marchurch@gmail.com 

- - - - - 
We are keeping services much the same; staying away if ill, wearing masks, washing hands and respecting 
distance. We have congregational singing for those wearing masks. We continue to keep people safe and to 

feel safe.  
 

~ Services with Social Distancing ~ 
St Peter’s Sundays 8am & 11am; Wednesdays 10am 

St Mary’s Sundays 9.15am 
St John’s Sundays 9.30am; Tuesdays 10am 

 
 

"Stay in touch, take care, keep safe, continue praying and God bless." 

Prayers  
 

Offensive God, refusing our religion of sacrifice and power: find us in our wandering, speak to us the word of life, 
liberate our violent hearts and let us stay with you; through Jesus Christ, the holy one of God. Amen 

 

In every age, O God, you give your people freedom to walk in faith or to turn away. Grant us grace to remain 
faithful in your Holy One, whose words are spirit and life, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

 
 

1 Kings 8 v1, 6, 10-11, 22-30, & 41-43  
 
Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the leaders of the ancestral houses of 
the Israelites, before King Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lord out of the city of 
David, which is Zion. Then the priests brought the ark of the covenant of the Lord to its place, in the inner sanctu-
ary of the house, in the most holy place, underneath the wings of the cherubim. And when the priests came out of 
the holy place, a cloud filled the house of the Lord, so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the 
cloud; for the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord. 
 
Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, and spread out his 
hands to heaven. He said, ‘O Lord, God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth beneath, 
keeping covenant and steadfast love for your servants who walk before you with all their heart, the covenant that 
you kept for your servant my father David as you declared to him; you promised with your mouth and have this  



Meditation 
 
 

We have reached the climax of the last few months Old Testament readings. We started with the tribes of Israel 
dispirited, defeated and divided, and we now reach the point where they are no longer warring tribes but a civilised 
nation state, they are proud of their identity, they are forging an empire, and they are united in their worship of 
God in the newly built temple in Jerusalem. The Ark of the Covenant, that acacia wood box which supposedly 
contained the tablets given to Moses, has been processed into the temple, laid under massive winged statues (as it 
were under the decorated legs of the very throne of God), placed next to the altar where the King, Solomon, offers 
up prayers and praise, incense and sacrifice, in thanksgiving to God.  
 
A couple of years ago we followed in our readings “What happened next” with the division into a southern King-
dom ruled by kings of David’s line, centred on Jerusalem, and a northern kingdom often more prosperous and suc-
cessful in worldly terms but riven by constant regime changes and walking apart from God. Both kingdoms are 
many generations later destroyed, which led to much theological rethinking and indeed is highly significant in 
what we now know to be the Old Testament. 
 
But today we stand on the summit of achievement of God’s people; in Jerusalem the capital of Israel, on Mount 
Zion, in the Temple, looking at the entrance to the inner sanctum, the holiest of holies, where the Ark of the Cove-
nant has been placed, and the King robed, in an incense cloud offers sacrifice of thanksgiving and declares that this 
is God’s dwelling place. After proclaiming that Israel’s God is unlike any other, and that he is keeping his promis-
es to the people and to David, Solomon then addresses a question we may also ask today.  
 
How can it be said that God dwells in one place? Does the claim that God is present in one place, or in one way, 
imply that God is less present in other places or in other ways? And/or even, does a too earthly or too intimate de-
scription of God diminish or deny the very nature, magnificence and scale of God? Are we in danger of domesti-
cating or diminishing God? 

day fulfilled with your hand. Therefore, O Lord, God of Israel, keep for your servant my father David that which 
you promised him, saying, “There shall never fail you a successor before me to sit on the throne of Israel, if only 
your children look to their way, to walk before me as you have walked before me.” Therefore, O God of Israel, let 
your word be confirmed, which you promised to your servant my father David. 
 
‘But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Even heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you, much less this 
house that I have built! Have regard to your servant’s prayer and his plea, O Lord my God, heeding the cry and 
the prayer that your servant prays to you today; that your eyes may be open night and day towards this house, the 
place of which you said, “My name shall be there”, that you may heed the prayer that your servant prays towards 
this place. Hear the plea of your servant and of your people Israel when they pray towards this place; O hear in 
heaven your dwelling-place; heed and forgive. 
 
‘Likewise when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, comes from a distant land because of your name —
for they shall hear of your great name, your mighty hand, and your outstretched arm—when a foreigner comes 
and prays towards this house, then hear in heaven your dwelling-place, and do according to all that the foreigner 
calls to you, so that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do your people Israel, and 
so that they may know that your name has been invoked on this house that I have built. 

 
Gospel of St John 6 v56-69 

 
Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living Father sent me, and I live 
because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, 
not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live for ever.’ He said 
these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 
 
When many of his disciples heard it, they said, ‘This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?’ But Jesus, being 
aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, ‘Does this offend you? Then what if you were to 
see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words 
that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But among you there are some who do not believe.’ For Jesus knew 
from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. And he said, 
‘For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.’ Because of this 
many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. So Jesus asked the twelve, ‘Do you also 
wish to go away?’ Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. We 
have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.’ 



Solomon proclaims that the name of God will indeed dwell here, and that means that prayers will be heard. Then, 
and I hope you hear this as revolutionary as it is intended to be, he says that the prayers of foreigners who come to 
the temple will also be heard. So it seems that later practice that used a system of courtyards to keep groups distant 
from the temple (and hence from God) are against the founding principle of this first Temple. So, firstly, the Temple 
is to be a focus for all people on God and to God, not something for the select or few. The focus of God in the Tem-
ple does not mean that God is restricted to one place, rather the concentration in one place enables the realisation 
that God may be encountered everywhere. Secondly, the guarantee that prayers will be heard does not mean that we 
will get whatever we ask. We have to realise that God’s response is not what we want or expect, but that it may be 
challenging, need our response, and may simply assure us of God walking with us through times of turmoil. 
 
Now to connect with John chapter 6 (the whole chapter not just today’s verses), which we have similarly been read-
ing through over the last weeks. Firstly, the concentration of God in Jesus, as God incarnate, the Son of God, does 
not deny our status as children of God, rather it enables and enhances the realisation of that. In that God dwells as a 
human, Jesus, this does not take away from God’s might and majesty, rather it makes all that God is, entwined in 
the myriad of human existence. Secondly, the focus of the presence of Christ in the bread of life, or in church build-
ings, does not take away from Christ being present all around us, but helps us to encounter him. 
 
So, to unpack these a bit. I am not one who thinks it is helpful to make statements like “The church is people not 
buildings”. Buildings are important as they bear a continuing witness to the presence and distinction of God. I, like 
you, have known of both the closure of church buildings and the opening of them in new housing developments. 
When church buildings close, people are not wrong in interpreting this as an abandonment by God. Similarly, when 
new areas are built, it soon becomes clear that some sort of building is needed for activities and worship if faith is to 
be realised in people’s lives and actions. Of course there are situations when holy buildings have not been possible 
and Christianity has survived, but it has to be rooted and visible to thrive. Places where the presence of God is fo-
cussed enable God to be more visible elsewhere. 
 
Equally, affirming the presence of the body and blood of Christ in Communion does not mean that Christ is not pre-
sent elsewhere and in other ways. But communion does act as a guaranteed focus for knowing that we can take the 
very nature of Christ into ourselves so that we are, in that other sense, the body of Christ. 
 
But, I want to end with reminding you of the surprise in Solomon’s Temple speech; the Temple will be open for the 
prayers of all people of all faiths, languages, and cultures, and to remind you of the poster that I put up in our 
churches, which reads;  
 

 
“All who seek God are welcome here. 

All who would know Christ,  
and receive the gift of his grace, are welcome here. 

All who wish to partake of the Sacrament, 
the sign and pledge of Christ’s love,  

are welcome to receive it,  
irrespective of the rules laid down by other parts of the Christian Church. 

JESUS BIDS YOU WELCOME,  
AND WE WILL NOT TURN YOU AWAY. 

There is no discrimination here on the basis of gender, or race, or sexual orientation, or social class.  
The net is cast into the sea of humanity.” 

 
      
 
 

  God bless, Andrew 



Prayers 
 

 

The risen Christ is here in the midst of us.  We bring our prayers to him as Lord of the Church. For the Church 
universal, of which our buildings are a visible symbol,  

Lord receive our thanks and prayer. 
 

For our congregations as we remember your promise that when two or three are gathered in your name you are in 
the midst of them. 

Lord receive our thanks and prayer. 
 

For our homes that we may be still and know that you are God and the fulfilling of our desires and petitions as 
you see best for us;  

Lord receive our thanks and prayer. 
 

For the pardon of our sins when we fall short of your glory, 
for your blessings in the past and for a vision for the future. 

Lord receive our thanks and prayer. 
 

For the gift of the Holy Spirit and new life in baptism,  
for the foretaste of your eternal kingdom in the sacrament of communion 

Lord receive our thanks and prayer. 
 

For the blessing of our vows and the crowning of our years with your goodness. For those who come in times of 
joy or times of sorrow, those who have much to look back on, and those who have much to look forward to. 

Lord receive our thanks and prayer. 
 

For the faith of those who have gone before us and for grace to persevere like them; for the benefactors of our 
churches and all who have died in the peace of Christ and are at rest.  

Lord receive our thanks and prayer. 
 

O God, from living stones you prepare an everlasting dwelling place for your majesty. Grant that by the power of 
the Holy Spirit those who serve you may always be kept in your presence and we may have a sense of fellowship 

with Saints John, Mary, Peter and Wendreda. This we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 


