
March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda 
 

 
Welcome 

 

10th Sunday after Trinity ~ 8th August 2021 
 
 

Please keep in touch with one another, and I am always glad to hear from you on 01354 279232 or at  
andrew.marchurch@gmail.com 

- - - - - 
We are keeping services much the same; staying away if ill, wearing masks, washing hands and respecting 
distance. We have congregational singing for those wearing masks. We continue to keep people safe and to 

feel safe.  

~ Services with Social Distancing ~ 
St Peter’s Sundays 8am & 11am; Wednesdays 10am 

St Mary’s Sundays 9.15am 
St John’s Sundays 9.30am; Tuesdays 10am 

 
 

"Stay in touch, take care, keep safe, continue praying and God bless." 

Prayers  
 

God our Father and provider, whose Son has given his flesh for the life of the world, sustain your pilgrim Church 
on its journey with the word of life and the bread of heaven. Draw us nearer to him in whose name we gather, that, 
following his way of sacrificial love, we may come to the banquet of eternal life. Grant this through Jesus Christ, 

your Son, with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen 

 

Unseen God, drawing all people to the end of our desires: teach us to know true bread from false and to feed on 
him who shares our flesh to share your love, Jesus Christ, our communion.  

Amen. 
 

 
 

Samuel 18 v5-9, v15 & v31-33 
 
The king ordered Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, ‘Deal gently for my sake with the young man Absalom.’ And 
all the people heard when the king gave orders to all the commanders concerning Absalom. 
 
So the army went out into the field against Israel; and the battle was fought in the forest of Ephraim. The men of 
Israel were defeated there by the servants of David, and the slaughter there was great on that day, twenty thou-
sand men. The battle spread over the face of all the country; and the forest claimed more victims that day than the 
sword. 
 
Absalom happened to meet the servants of David. Absalom was riding on his mule, and the mule went under the 
thick branches of a great oak. His head caught fast in the oak, and he was left hanging between heaven and earth,  



Meditation 
 
 

        Reading our Old Testament today is very much like catching an episode of a TV soap opera that you do not 
usually watch. There may be the odd longstanding character that you recognise, but there are also unfamiliar char-
acters, and without the backstory, much of the episode seems confusing. You can see genuine emotions being act-
ed out, and characters making good and bad decisions, and get a glimmering of some of the consequences. And 
like all good soaps the episode must end with a climax, but one that makes you wanting more. But without having 
witnessed what led up to today’s episode, it may be hard to connect and engage. 
 
        So let’s summarise an outline of the backstory of today’s reading to enable connection and engagement to be 
more fruitful. David, King of Israel, has been promised by God that he will found a dynasty, but nevertheless there 
will be tragedy and bloodshed on that road. David has many wives and children – this is both a political and family 
story. Perhaps inevitably this leads to tensions of succession, favouritism, reconciliation as well as power games, 
intrigues and complex family dynamics. 
 
      Amnon, David’s eldest son (and therefore likely heir) is taken by the beauty of his half sister Tamar. He even-
tually rapes her, and then is disgusted with himself, but tries to place the blame on Tamar, whose reputation and 
prospects are destroyed. David is angry, but does not act. Absalom, Tamar’s true brother and the next eldest son of 
David, plots revenge on Amnon, and eventually has him killed. The report reaches David that Absalom has killed 
all his sons, but even when this is shown to be an exaggeration David mourns more for his dead son than he ever 
did for his raped daughter. David’s anger is now directed at Absalom, who David exiles and refuses to meet. Just 
as the prophet Nathan had told a story to David to get him to realise his part in the murder of Uriah and the appro-
priation of Bathsheba, a woman prophet, at the instigation of generals and courtiers, tells David a story and like-
wise challenges him to apply it to the strife and lack of reconciliation between him and Absalom. Next, even as 
David is persuaded to allow Absalom back to court, he refuses to meet him. This seems to lead to Absalom setting 
himself up as a rival, moving to Hebron, where David himself started his reign and was crowned king. Soon, rival-
ry leads to armed rebellion and David is forced out of Jerusalem; some of his advisors remain loyal, others defect, 
some even change sides; Absalom even claims some of the King’s wives as his own. He really supplants David in 
every family and political way. 
 
      Today’s reading is the denouement of this conflict. David’s and Absalom’s armies will meet in battle, and Da-
vid orders that even if victory Absalom shall be protected. But his generals disobey; cutting Absalom down when 
his beautiful hair is caught in a tree, as he flees the battle on a mule. The generals fear giving the message of their 
disobedience to David, so send a foreign mercenary to give both the news of victory, and of the death of Absalom. 
David, to the horror of his supporters then appears to grieve more for his son than to rejoice at the ending of the 
rebellion and his restoration to the throne. 

while the mule that was under him went on. And ten young men, Joab’s armour-bearers, surrounded Absalom and 
struck him, and killed him. Then the Cushite came; and the Cushite said, ‘Good tidings for my lord the king! For 
the Lord has vindicated you this day, delivering you from the power of all who rose up against you.’ The king said 
to the Cushite, ‘Is it well with the young man Absalom?’ The Cushite answered, ‘May the enemies of my lord the 
king, and all who rise up to do you harm, be like that young man.’ The king was deeply moved, and went up to the 
chamber over the gate, and wept; and as he went, he said, ‘O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would 
that I had died instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son!’ 

 
Gospel of St John 6 v35 & v41-51 

 
Jesus said to the crowd, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes 
in me will never be thirsty. 
 
Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, ‘I am the bread that came down from heaven.’ They 
were saying, ‘Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, “I 
have come down from heaven”?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Do not complain among yourselves. No one can come to 
me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up on the last day. It is written in the 
prophets, “And they shall all be taught by God.” Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to 
me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; he has seen the Father. Very truly, I tell 
you, whoever believes has eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and 
they died. This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. I am the living 
bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever; and the bread that I will give for 
the life of the world is my flesh.’ 



Prayers 
 

 

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father. 
Lord of glory, it is good to know you are with us. In peace we make our prayer to you. In trust we con-

firm our faith in you. Help us to set our faces steadfastly to where you would have us go. 
 

Lord of glory, look with favour on your Church, proclaiming your beloved Son to the world and listen-
ing to the promptings of his Spirit. May she be renewed in holiness that she may reflect your glory. 

 
Lord of glory, look with favour on the nations of the world, scarred by hatred, strife, war, plague, and 

injustice. May they be healed by the touch of your hand. 
 

Lord of glory, look with favour on those in need or distress, suffering as your Son suffered and waiting 
for the salvation you promise. May the daybreak and Christ the Morning Star bring them the light of his 

presence. 
 

Lord of glory, it is good if we suffer with you so that we shall be glorified with you. According to your 
promise bring all Christ’s brothers and sisters to see him with their own eyes in majesty and to be 

changed into his likeness from glory to glory. 
To him be praise, dominion and worship now and for all eternity.  

Amen 
 

Christ Jesus, the splendour of the Father and the image of  
his being, draw us to himself that we may share in his light and share his glory; and may the blessing of 

God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be among us and remain with us always.  
Amen 

       Well, I have used up over ½ my space just getting here! (Read the account in 2 Samuel in full for yourselves.) 
For this is not written as a soap; it is not written just to record history; it is not written to illustrate the temptations 
and tensions of either family or political life. It is written to invite us to meditate on God and his people, and further, 
to recognise that as WE are his people, it may have something to say to us. Now, it is not my style (nor true to bibli-
cal study) to tell you what all this ought to mean to you. So some questions and pointers. (In no particular order) 
 
* God’s long term intentions are fulfilled, despite and through human actions. 
* God’s promise to David is not revoked, but it is not necessarily fulfilled in the way that David expected, or ac-
cording to the customs of the time. 
* God is present in all situations, including those that are uncomfortable and painful.  
* God seems to always be seeking reconciliation between people, and the biggest obstacle to this seems to be pride, 
or the refusal to take the first step to put things right. 
* All that happens is not planned by God; he is not like a scriptwriter of a soap and people merely actors speaking 
the lines he has written for them.  
* People make choices, and those choices have consequences, but God remains alongside us. 
* We need to be careful about judging people of previous ages and conditions by today’s standards. Nevertheless, 
we need to recognise that our standards may be higher, or lower than the past. 
* The bible is not “The Maker’s Instruction Manual”, rather it is people wrestling with God, and is recorded in ret-
rospect to make sense of what has happened and to enable people to find God in their present reality. 
 
? What do you think of the treatment of Tamar and of Absalom ? 
? How might this account be different if it was written in the voice of, say, women, ordinary soldiers, etc ? 
?  How tarnished does this make the reputation of David ? 
?  Does this challenge the extent to which we see monarchy or any other system of government, as God’s choice ? 
? Does it make you wonder about which bible passages are chosen for church services, and which are omitted ? 
? Does it shed any light on, or make you change your view on, Jesus having the title “Son of David” ? 
 
      

  God bless, Andrew 


