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The Parishes of St Mary the Virgin, Fen Ditton, 

St Peter, Horningsea and All Saints, Teversham 

 

For all Parish enquiries:  

either telephone 07434 640992  

or e-mail parishesthree@gmail.com 

 
Assistant Priests 

Rev’d Canon Ben Quash email: ben.quash@kcl.ac.uk 

Rev’d Pam Thorn (864262) email pamandtrevorthorn@btinternet.com 

 

Lay Minister 
Trevor Thorn (864262) 

 

Churchwardens 
Fen Ditton: Jacky Ambrose (513206) 

  Sue Buttery   

 

Horningsea: Jennie Pratt (864513) 

 

Teversham: David Taylor (880424) 

 

For Baptisms, marriages, Banns, Funerals etc.  

please contact the churchwardens or for Fen Ditton  

email: parishesthree@gmail.com 

 

Material intended for publication in New Life should be with 

the editor by the 15th of each month. 

 

Editor: Kerry Sayer 

email: newlife.editor@gmail.com 
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‘Early Evening News’ 

Trevor & Pam Thorn 

As I settle to produce this article, the Early Evening News is on the tel-
evision with the main report showing the horrendous situation at Kabul 
airport.  

We cannot begin to imagine the terror of people who have members of 
their family who have co-operated with either the British or American 
troops.  

We cannot begin to imagine the desperation that makes a mother hand 
her small child across a high fence to a soldier of whom she knows 
nothing – except that he is the ‘right’ side of an airport fortification. 

Within minutes, we move from Afghanistan to Haiti. 

We cannot begin to imagine the grief of a mother whose child died in 
her arms as the earthquake struck just as people were gathering for a 
baptism service when that little girl would have been received into the 
church. 

If the News were a longer edition, we might have been taken to Tigray, 
to South Sudan, to the Democratic Republic of the Congo, to Belarus 
or another dozen countries where we could have been shown more and 
more reports that make us feel helpless and start to express our feelings 
with ‘We cannot begin to imagine…’ 

If the News were longer, we might have been taken to Greece, to Tur-
key, to France, to Australia, to places in Europe where extreme heat, 
wildfires, floods and other extreme weather is taking lives and destroy-
ing homes as a result of climate chaos, and we might respond ‘We can-
not begin to imagine…’ 

And amidst all this mayhem, all those affected are also having to cope 
with the threats of Covid 19, many of whom will not have had any 
chance of being vaccinated. 

So how can we find a way of bringing this all before God? 

This is a prayer from a book produced by The Iona Community, 
‘Voices out of Lockdown’ for just such a time. 
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In perilous times               Rosemary Power 

God our creator, 

we live in perilous times. 

We have forgotten how to live, in times of plague as in times of plenty, 

in times of destruction as in times of growth. 

 

As our world burns, floods, and cries out for comfort, 

so comfort your people in peril. 

 

May we seek your face 

in the sick, in the well, in the healthy and the elderly, 

in the suffering child and the restless young. 

 

Give us grace to put the young first 

but not be oppressed by the cult of youth. 

 

Give us generosity to praise medics 

but not put human skill before eternal will. 

 

Give us patience with politicians 

but not indulgence towards bluster and the banal. 

 

Give us courage to serve those in need 

but not to think we are invincible. 

Give us faith to place the refugee 
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FEN DITTON 200 CLUB 

The lucky winners for September were:    

£50    Jackie Ambrose (199)   

£20    Dorothy Smith (148) £10    Isabella Hutt (20) 

£10    Rosie Green (62)  £10    Martha Green (64) 

and the homeless at the centre of our care. 

 

Give us hope to say to children 

‘Help us to turn again and respect our planet.’ 

 

Give us wisdom to see the face  

of the suffering servant 

in unlikely people, in any place or time. 

Rosemary Power is a member of the Iona community who has worked 
in church ministry and on social justice issues, and is currently writ-
ing on spirituality. In 2019—20 she volunteered among refugees in 
northern France. 

Sunday September 12 in Horningsea Churchyard 

As part of Heritage Open Day we hope to have another wildlife ses-
sion in the Churchyard during the afternoon of Sunday 12 September. 
Please offer to come along and take part. What do you think we should 
do to enhance the biodiversity in the churchyard? Should we plant 
some fruiting bushes in our hedge? If so, what and where? How can 
we encourage more bugs and birds? Is there anyone in the village in-
terested in taking the lead on putting up a swift box or owl box? Can 
we make progress on building the bug hotel? Please let Andy Clarke 
know if you have any ideas you think should be taken forward. You 
can email horningseaevents@protonmail.com 
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FEN DITTON VILLAGE SHOW 

Saturday 11th September 2021 

in the Village Hall, Fen Ditton 

Classes of Vegetables, Fruit, Flowers, Domestic Handicrafts, Photog-
raphy and Art 

Classes for children 

Members of Fen Ditton Gardening Club and any Fen Ditton resident 
may submit entries 

Entry forms to be delivered before 8.00pm on Wednesday 8th Sep-
tember to: 

Lizzie Wieser, 28, Green End 

or Pamela Hutt, 12, High Ditch Road 

or Sarah Beeson, 10, High Street 

Exhibits to be taken to the Village Hall between 9.00am and 10.30am 
on Saturday 11th September 

Judging will commence at 10.45am 

The Show opens to the public at 2.30pm – admission free but face 
coverings will need to be worn 

Presentation of prizes at 3.30pm followed by the Auction of Produce 
and the Raffle 

Historic Churches Ride & Stride Saturday 11 September 

Every year there is a Churches Ride & Stride to raise funds for our 
Historic Churches. Why not plan to do a bike ride on Saturday 11 Sep-
tember and see how many churches and chapels you can visit … and 
get someone to sponsor you. Sponsorship forms are available in each 
church, or you could ask Andy Clarke in Horningsea (use horn-
ingsesevents@protonmail.com).   
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Our Parishes 

If you would like to discuss baptism or thanksgiving for the birth of a 
child, the reading of marriage banns and weddings, or arrangements 
for a funeral at any of our churches, please contact the relevant 
churchwardens using the contact details on the inside front cover of 
this magazine. 

Do you have something to announce, someone to thank or 
congratulate, or a request to make? If so, send your message to 

the Editor and see it published here!  

Free fundraising for Fen Ditton church 

Easyfundraising is a fundraising tool for churches and other 
community groups, enabling you to raise money for us at no 
cost to you while you do your online shopping with your 
usual retailers. To sign up and get fundraising for free, visit 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
stmarythevirginfenditton/ 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmarythevirginfenditton/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmarythevirginfenditton/
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Ancient Shepherds’ Book Club 

Via Zoom, email carol_e_parker@yahoo.co.uk for the link or, weather 

permitting, on the Recreation Ground. 

September—No regular meeting due to annual celebrations 

Wed, 6th Oct, 7.30pm, ‘Where the Crawdads Sing’ by Delia Owens 

Pilgrimage to Walsingham 

At the end of July I received an unusual email. A lady called Leah 
Stuttard was making a pilgrimage by walking from her home in North 
London to Walsingham, and could she sleep in Horningsea church for 
a night on the way? We were so delighted by her request that Lindsay 
Davies also offered supper in her garden, and assembled a small wel-
coming party. And a most interesting guest she turned out to be. 

Leah is a medieval harpist, singer, composer, arranger and musicolo-
gist, working internationally. She has appeared on Radio 4 talking 
about songs and singers in medieval Britain, and Brighton Early Music 
Festival commissioned her to direct their last night medieval extrava-
ganza. Like all musicians her work has been badly affected by the 
lockdown, and she confessed to having some dark days because of it. 
The pilgrimage was her way of reconnecting with the world. We hope 
she will come back and make music with us here in Horningsea next 
summer! 

Leah is no stranger to pilgrimages, having already twice walked the 
Camino to Santiago de Compostela in Spain. Indeed, she met her fu-
ture husband the first time round. Despite all that experience, she had 
several equipment fails, and time better spent sightseeing in Cam-
bridge was taken up buying new boots before walking through Fen 
Ditton to Horningsea—ouch! 

It was a delightful evening blessed with warm weather, and we felt we 
got as much out of the arrangement as she did. I don’t know how she 
got on sleeping on the vestry floor, she was already on her way to 
Lode by the time I finished my breakfast. She was keeping a daily 
blog with lovely photos, and planned to be in Walsingham by 24 Au-
gust.                        Andy Clarke 
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SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING 

The Scottish Dancing lessons are due to restart on Monday, 13th Sep-
tember at 7pm. 

It is 18 months since we had the classes and we are all wanting to 
dance again. 

Good Exercise 

Sociable 

Great Fun 

No Partner Needed 

Beginners Welcome 

Give It A Try! 

However, it will be different: 

Please bring your own drinks 

Bring a face covering and light-weight gloves The price is £3 per per-
son for the hour.  

For all enquiries, please ring 01223 292493. 

Fewer wasps? 

Noticed how peaceful your garden is this summer? Noticed that you 
have been able to hold summer barbecues and picnics in relative 
peace? That is because the very cold and wet Spring was disastrous for 
our wasp population. 

But while we may enjoy their absence, scientists at University College 
London have pointed out that wasps play an important role as nature’s 
pest controllers, and that our countryside will be the poorer without 
them this year. 
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FEN DITTON GARDENING CLUB 

As the lockdown eased in June, a group of Gardening Club members 
and their friends donned masks and rubbed sanitiser over hands before 
settling into seats for their first coach journey for many months. The 
destination was Wrest Park, an English Heritage property near Luton. 
We may have been nervous about travelling together but the staff at 
Wrest Park made us, the first coach party they had seen for many 
months, so welcome. There were few other visitors and we were able 
to wander at will through the 90 acres of gardens and woodland.  

The gardens at Wrest Park had their beginnings in the mid sixteen 
hundreds and later that century were expanded and the Long Water, a 
formal lake, was dug. They then took shape around the lake, with 
much development in the early eighteenth century, although additions 
have been made marking each advance in garden design. The magnifi-
cent house, built in the mid 1800s as a replacement to a much older 
building, commands an open view of the gardens and the full length of 
the Long Water with both formal tree-lined avenues and groups of 
trees to either side.  

The formal French parterre in front of the house and the Italian par-
terre at the side demonstrated how different the fashions in this garden 
art could be. Although the rose garden was a little too formal for my 
liking, the climber ‘Mermaid’ on a wall by the Italian parterre caught 
my attention with its flowers large and profuse, as did the herbaceous 
border full to overflowing with interest and bees. There are walks 
along gravelled or grassy paths, among trees and along water courses; 
there is a wealth of sculpture and interesting buildings to see, from a 
statue of William III to the Bath House or Bowling Green House, from 
the Mithraic Altar to the Chinese Temple and Bridge and plenty of 
benches simply to sit and enjoy the views. After coffee and a picnic 
lunch, most of us had decided on a return visit to explore further. 

Climbing back onto the coach we set off for a very different garden, a 
cottage garden developed and lovingly maintained by Kathy Brown 
and her husband, Simon. Again we received such a kind welcome and 
Kathy herself spent much time taking us round and explaining what 
she had tried to achieve with plantings of climbing roses and clematis, 
honeysuckle and viburnums, mahonias and hydrangeas. The formal 
garden, based on an idea from France, became a series of steps to the 
lower parterres, and graced by yew, clipped into a jury scene, and lav-



15 

ender. It was too late in the year to see the full effect of the laburnum 
and wisteria arch but there was the Monet bed which echoed Monet’s 
‘Water Lilies’, the blue green sesleria caerulea in the Hepworth Gar-
den, the towering miscanthus echoing Hokusai's Great Wave and the 
orchard. So very much to see – beautiful peonies, canna lilies, ferns, a 
wildflower meadow and pots everywhere of different combinations of 
grasses, succulents, hostas, herbs and edible flowers and at the end was 
Kathy’s delicious cake and tea to revive us. Yes, a return visit is in the 
calendar. 

Two weeks later a smaller group assembled to visit a garden in Histon. 
Paula Dyason has loved daylilies since childhood when her mother was 
growing them. Moving here from the USA, she has developed her pas-
sion into a business and grows hundreds of daylilies as well as devel-
oping new hybrids. None of us had realised the extent of the colour, 
form and flowering period of these flowers and were quite amazed at 
the hundreds on sale as well as those being developed as specialities. 
No, Fen Ditton gardeners, there is not just one colour – there are yel-
lows and oranges, flames and reds, stripes and frills. If your daylilies 
are plagued with gall midge, either plant a later flowering variety or 
watch for any signs of activity with a bud fattening up – and remove it 
before the bud bursts open and showers the surroundings with the eggs. 
Strictly Daylilies is well worth a visit. 

The Village Show will take place in the Village Hall on Saturday, 11th 
September. (There is a separate advertisement for this on page 7.) 

All members of The Club should be aware of the two RHS Gardens 
Reduced Price Entry Cards which the Club now has. Each card allows 
one Member of the Fen Ditton Gardening Club and one adult guest a 
30% reduction on the normal adult entry rate to any of the four RHS 
Gardens : i.e. 4 adults can use the 2 cards.  

To use the cards, email the RHS website: affiliated@rhs.org.uk. Select 
the date and time slot of when you wish to visit one of the four RHS 
Gardens e.g. Hyde Hall. (You pay at the entrance as long as you have 
the cards with you.) At the moment, the cards are held by Pamela.   
Please telephone her and she will arrange to get the cards to you.   

The Gardening Club Library is now ready to loan out gardening books 
which have been donated. These books are in a cupboard in Fen Ditton 
Village Hall so that members can borrow the books, on an honesty ba-
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sis, for 3 weeks at a time. If anyone has books, which are not too 
heavy and they are willing to donate to the Club, or requires further 
details about this Library or any queries about the Club, please contact 
Pamela on 01223 292493.   

The Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 19th October at 
7.30pm in the Village Hall, Fen Ditton. This meeting is open to every-
one and the £7.00 annual subscription will be due that evening.   
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Peter Crosby 
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Wind in the Willows on the Riverbank at Horningsea  

The afternoon of Sunday 15 August was perfect for the production of 
Wind in the Willows. The sun shone and there was a good breeze so 
the leaves on the Willow trees rustled appropriately. Imagine the sce-
ne, the riverbank, a rowing boat sitting on the grass, a “gypsy caravan” 
made from a trailer and tarpaulin, a wonderful battery operated car, 
the wild wood on one side and Toad Hall on the other! The Zephirus 
musicians led by Frank Hopkirk provided delicate songs and gentle 
music throughout. The actors threw themselves wholeheartedly into 
their parts … Toad in a wonderful green spotted shirt, Ratty sitting in 
the boat paddling, Moley spring cleaning the grass with a dustpan and 
brush. Badger was stately with his big stick. Alfred the horse was mis-
erable and complained when anyone patted him. The Chief weasel led 
a band of wild wooders who thoroughly enjoyed being wicked and 
drunk. All of the other characters added to the afternoon… Marigold 
being very modern with her mobile phone, Phoebe tying up the wash-
erwoman with enthusiasm, the Judge, policeman and usher causing 
confusion at Toad’s trial … a good afternoon was had by all. It was 
lovely to have such a good and receptive audience who had almost as 
much fun as those taking part. Thank you everyone!  
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All in the month of September 

It was: 

700 years ago, on 13th Sept 1321 that Dante Alighieri, Italian poet, 
died. Regarded as the most important poet of the Middle Ages. Best 
known for his Divine Comedy. 

125 years ago, on 24th Sept 1896 that F Scott Fitzgerald, American 
novelist and short story writer, was born. Regarded as one of the great-
est American writers of the 20th century. Best known for his novel 
The Great Gatsby. 

100 years ago, on 8th Sept 1921 that Sir Harry Secombe was born. 
This Welsh comedian, actor, writer, singer and TV presenter was one 
of the stars of the 1950s radio series The Goon Show. 

80 years ago, on 1st Sept 1941 that Nazi Germany ordered all Jews in 
Germany and its occupied territories to wear a yellow Star of David 
badge. 

75 years ago, from 20th Sept – 5th Oct 1946 that the first Cannes Film 
Festival was held. 

65 years ago, on 16th Sept 1956 that Play-Doh went on sale in the 
USA. It was originally sold as a wallpaper cleaning compound, but 
was then relaunched as a modelling compound when the inventor’s 
nephew discovered that nursery school children were using it to make 
Christmas ornaments. 

60 years ago, on 11th Sept 1961 that the World Wildlife Fund (now 
the World Wide Fund for Nature) was founded in Switzerland. 

50 years ago, on 15th Sept 1971 that Greenpeace, the international en-
vironmental group, was founded in Vancouver. 

30 years ago, on 6th Sept 1991 that the Russian city of Leningrad was 
renamed St Petersburg, restoring its original name. 

25 years ago, on 27th Sept 1996, that the Taliban seized control of Ka-
bul, Afghanistan, ousting President Burhanuddin Rabbani, and execut-
ing former President Mohammad Najibullah. 

20 years ago, on 11th Sept 2001, that the 9/11 terrorist attack on the 
USA took place.  
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CHURCH SERVICES 

 

Services for the parishes of Teversham, Horningsea and 

Fen Ditton 

 

All services commence at 10.30am 

 

September 5th            Teversham 

September 12th           Horningsea 

 September 19th           Fen Ditton   

  (with Baptism) 

September 26th           Teversham 

 

 

From June we have decided to stop doing Zoom services – in the hope 

that the Covid Rules and vaccinations will encourage us to return to 

worshipping “live” in our churches. We all want to thank Pam and 

Trevor for the amazing amount of work they have done to prepare and 

run the Zooms every Sunday. We have all enjoyed getting to know the 

“Zoomers” and look forward to meeting face to face.  

Although congregational singing in church has not been permitted 

each service has included an opportunity to sing the final hymn outside 

– and until we can sing inside our churches we will continue to do this. 

The Covid rules and regulations will still apply so please wear your 

face mask, sanitise your hands and keep 2m apart.  


