
 

 

Hi everyone 

I hope everyone remains well and you’re all looking after one another.   

Although we’ve been coming out of lockdown as a community, we’re being a little more 

tentative as a congregation and I think that has been right for us so far. 

Sometimes it feels safer to sit on the side and watch others take the plunge, and the 

difficulties they overcome, before we decide to take a dip with them.  This ensures we 

don’t find ourselves in unexpected difficulty. 

However, we also need to recognise that we remain part of our community and, if we 

want to be leaders, we need to be brave.  Not reckless, but brave.  We do it all the time 

by openly following Jesus Christ in the way we publicly lead our lives. 

Our PCC will soon debate what elements of our worship, and what functions in our 

community, we can begin again and when.  If you have feelings on the issue, make sure 

that you discuss them with a member of your PCC.  Try and attend our development day 

on September 11 and have your say – our response to Covid will form part of the 

discussion. 

God’s church, and our community of Flixton, will not grow and develop unless we engage 

in it.  That means being bold and brave while also mindful of others.  Those people who 

remain at risk of harm from Covid rely on the rest of us to keep things running until it is 

safe to join us.  I’m asthmatic myself and it is a little scary at times, but then I realise 

that I am keeping my mask on, I’m keeping my distance, and I’ve been vaccinated – I’m 

as safe as I make myself. 

Start small and start slow if you want to, but start now. 

Have a look through this newsletter and some of the links, the discussions, and the 

events and join in.  Engage with your PCC and the development day and have your say, 

or just be there and listen. 

Stay safe and keeping following the path that Jesus lights for us, 

Vaughan Reeves 

 

• LATEST NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Church Planning Day on Saturday 11th September 

Taking place in the St Michael’s School Hall this is a day for us to work together to plan 

the future of St Michael’s Church (our people, services, and buildings), so we can 

continue to support our local community in the years ahead.  Please break along your 

own lunch.  For further details please contact Revd Huw Thomas. 

Pub Church 

Pub Church is coming back to The Church Inn on Wednesday 1st September at 8 p.m.  It 

will then continue to take place on the first Wednesday of each month at the same time 

as mentioned above.  The pub is ideally located next door to St Michael's Church.  Pub 

Church is a place to have a drink with friends (whether they be old or new), chat, have a 

laugh, and share in each other’s fellowship. 

 



Sunday School 

Sunday School will be starting up again on Sunday 12th September at 10 a.m.  Parents 

and children all welcome.   

It is an hour's worth of learning and activities which are linked to the services and 

readings taking place during the main Parish Communion service in Church. Each session 

lasts for approximately 60 minutes. The parents/guardians of younger children are 

welcome to stay with their children for the first few weeks of their attendance or until 

they are settled. 

Our Sunday School teachers plan and deliver the lessons each week. They are DBS 

checked by the Diocese of Manchester. If you are interested in volunteering please speak 

to a member of the Sunday School team. 

Online services and coffee mornings 

The above online activities will be taking a holiday during August, which will allow our 

volunteers and Ministry Team to take a break.  During this period, if you still wish to 

attend online services you can access them from a number of local churches (or further 

afield, if you wish), and some of the options available to you are shown in the links 

below: 

• Manchester Cathedral 

• Benefice of Littleborough 

• Salford All Saints Team Ministry 

Plans are being worked on to livestream the 10.15 a.m. Sunday service from our church 

building, hopefully from September onwards.  Further details will be available about this 

in due course.  This means our online coffee mornings, which take place after the 11.30 

a.m. Zoom service, will be ending in their current form. 

Many thanks to everyone who set up and helped to run our online church for the last 17 

months, and particularly to those people who joined us for our services via Zoom, 

Facebook, and YouTube.  We’ve been running two churches during this time, which has 

caused many challenges, but as a church community we’ve learned new skills to 

overcome them.   

Heritage Open Day  

September is the time of the year when buildings and places of interest open their doors 

to the public for free as part of the National Heritage Open Scheme.  Our Heritage Open 

Day is taking place on Saturday 18th September, between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.  Please 

put this date in your diary!  

The Restoration & Development Trust are hosting it and we are sure it will prove as 

popular as previous years.  Trust members are beavering away in the background to 

ensure that it is as successful as previous years, we have always received such positive 

feedback.  We are hopeful that there will be no government restrictions in place and that 

this will be a relaxed social day.  

As always, it would be great if you could come along and support us on the day and chat 

to our visitors or even volunteer as a helper.  Please speak to Jean Rostron if you’d like 

to be part of it. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ManchesterCathedral
https://www.facebook.com/cofelittleborough
https://www.facebook.com/SalfordAllSaintsTeamMinistry


• ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH RECENT AND UPCOMING SERVICES/EVENTS 

Sunday services inside our church building 

Our 10.15 a.m. service this weekend is being held inside our church building.  We are 

continuing to follow our risk assessment for now with social distancing and mask wearing 

still in place.  Full details on how you can attend our socially distances services, including 

a downloadable service sheet, can be found here www.stmichaelsflixton.org/socially-

distanced-services  

Friday night prayer with Rev Fiona 

Rev Fiona’s night prayer services are taking place on a weekly basis at 9 p.m. each 

Friday.  You can watch live, and comment if you wish, by visiting our Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton.  You can watch previous week’s recordings on our 

YouTube channel. 

Our Online Church 

We have already been sharing our services and prayers on our web and social media 

sites. If you don't know how to find these, please use the links below: 

• www.stmichaelsflixton.org   

• St Michael’s You Tube Channel  

• www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton 

• https://twitter.com/StMichaelsFlix  

• www.instagram.com/stmichaelschurc

hflixton 

• GIVING AND FUNDRAISING 

Please continue to support St Michael’s Church 

Thank you all so much, as over the last year you have:  

• Donated over £2,300 via your online donations 

• Raised over £150 from your online shopping (via easyfundraising and 

AmazonSmile) 

Whilst self-isolating or socially distancing, you can still support our beautiful Grade II* 

listed building and churchyard in a variety of ways, as follows: 

1. Online donations can be me made at www.stmichaelsflixton.org/support-us 

2. Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you shop online! Over 

4,000 shops and sites will donate, so you can raise FREE donations for us no matter 

what you’re buying.  They even have fair trade retailers who work with 

easyfundraising as well.  These donations really help us out, so please sign up if you 

haven’t yet. It’s easy and free! You can get started at 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelsflix/?utm_campaign=raise-

more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=en-n2  

If you want to find out how easyfundraising works, please visit our website page at 

www.stmichaelsflixton.org/easy-fundraising 

3. If you have an Amazon account, please make your purchases using AmazonSmile 

instead.  It is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and 

shopping features as Amazon.co.uk.  The difference is that when you shop on 

AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price 

of eligible products to St Michael's Church.  A full explanation on how you can 

‘convert’ your existing Amazon account into an AmazonSmile one that supports St 

Michael’s can be found here www.stmichaelsflixton.org/shop  

http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/socially-distanced-services
http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/socially-distanced-services
http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G_Y8-dyUc9o
http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdZR4uP5dSyRwgt98HoLbVw?view_as=subscriber
https://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton
https://twitter.com/StMichaelsFlix
http://www.instagram.com/stmichaelschurchflixton
http://www.instagram.com/stmichaelschurchflixton
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelsflix/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=en-n2
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelsflix/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=en-n2
http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/easy-fundraising
http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/shop


If you do need to set up an AmazonSmile account please click here to get started 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1134769-0  

4. You raise money for us by searching on the web.  If you use easysearch as your 

search engine you can raise £20 a year for St Michael’s by completing 10 searches a 

day.  To get started visit http://stmichaelsflix.easysearch.org.uk/ and save it as one 

of your internet browser’s bookmarks. 

 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1134769-0
http://stmichaelsflix.easysearch.org.uk/

