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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82172796502?pwd=dm9PandVL1l6YTgzOFFTQzQ1L0NqQT09 

 

There will be a service as usual at St. Mary’s at 10am this Sunday 
and if you plan to attend, you might like to bring some cash for a 
good cause. The new family at Swynnerton Hall have let us know 
that they are busy making cakes to sell in aid of the NHS.  They will 
be manning a cake stall outside, near to the RC church this Sunday 
morning and would love to have our support.  

 
 

• A reminder that the date of Alex Baines’ licensing as a Reader is drawing near. The service takes 
place in Lichfield Cathedral on Saturday September 4th at 2.00pm. 
Everyone is welcome but you may need to arrive early to make sure of a seat! 
Alex invites anyone who would like to join her, to come along afterwards and share in a meal – 
5pm at the Greyhound in Yarlet.  
 

LIFE IN THE GREENHOUSE 
As the UN Climate talks in Glasgow approach,  
Frank Mugglestone explains some of the causes of 
climate change and reflects on the way our societies 
contribute to the problem.  
‘Greenhouse gases’ are crucial in keeping our planet 
at a suitable temperature for life. Without the 
natural greenhouse effect the average temperature 
on Earth would be about -17OC and life on Earth as 
we know it would be impossible. 
 
The gases that contribute most to Earth’s greenhouse effect are water vapour, carbon 

dioxide, nitrous oxide, methane and ozone. Ever since the Industrial Revolution, world demand for energy has 
increased and more ‘fossil fuels’ have been used. They are called ‘fossil’ because they come from the buried remains 
of land plants (coal) and plankton (oil) that lived in the ancient past. Plants remove carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere and convert it into carbohydrates. When we burn fossil fuels, we release the carbon dioxide that was 
captured by plants in prehistoric times and add it to the atmosphere now. People are also destroying large areas of 
natural vegetation, such as tropical rainforests. This means there are less plants to remove carbon dioxide so more is 
left in the atmosphere. In September 2016 carbon dioxide levels reached 400 parts per million for the first time in 
many millions of years. So we now have an enhanced greenhouse effect, not just the natural one. 
 
On a geological timescale there were periods when Earth was hotter and colder, caused by natural events. What’s 
different now is that our lifestyles have destabilised Earth’s climate. Politicians will meet in Glasgow in November for 
the COP26 UN Climate Talks to try to bring about urgent change. The difficulty is that the economies of all countries 
seem totally dependent on growth. We are encouraged to become consumers, maybe to lead us to some material 
Utopia. In her book ‘Resisting Structural Evil’ American Lutheran Cynthia Moe – Lobeda says that the way societies 
are organised reinforces ‘the way things are’ and that economic equity, racial justice, social values, and human 
purpose are bound up with the planet’s survival. She says ‘The law of compassion or love resounds throughout 
religious traditions as a basic moral norm of life’, and asks ‘what does this mean for the world’s high-consuming 
societies in the early 21st century? 



Collect for 13th Sunday after Trinity: 
 Almighty God, 

you search us and know us: 
may we rely on you in strength 
and rest on you in weakness, 

now and in all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Readings for this Sunday: Mark 7:1-8,14,15,21-23 and James 1:17-27 

 
The Bishop of Shrewsbury writes in the “Chad Blog” on the importance of community… 
“Over the past few months, I have been gradually clearing a house which has 
belonged to my family for 49 years.  
This has required many hours of physically demanding work - lifting boxes, sorting 
contents, distributing much loved items to family members and transporting box after 
box of belongings to the charity shops and furniture recycling places of Shropshire 
and Wales. One of the great blessings has been the joy of renewing my acquaintance 
with toys and books and many photographs - memories of the families and 
communities with whom we have shared our lives.  
 

This activity has been physically challenging and time consuming but also emotionally demanding as we have 
remembered many years of happy family holidays, visits of family and friends and many special events. 
As children of God, we are made for relationship and community and it is always good to be reminded of that and to 
celebrate it, even when it can feel as though we are being overwhelmed by a tidal wave of emotion. I don’t mean 
this in some sort of ‘hearts and flowers’ way - all of us know that good and healthy relationships and communities, 
that enable human flourishing, are not easily achieved and take constant attention and commitment, love, patience, 
resilience, forgiveness and not a little persistence and endurance. 
 
The Rule of St Benedict, which is a particular treasure of my spiritual life, sheds a clear and demanding light on 
community and relationships. 
First, the rule is clear: love costs. It costs the little daily things- serving meals, washing clothes, providing for the 
needs of others, dealing with each other with generosity and respect. 
Second, love makes demands: It demands that we use our gifts for our own community. 
It demands that we make relationships a priority. 
It demands that we make community for others. 
It demands generous hospitality of the heart and the hearth. 
It demands that we share of ourselves: our gifts, our thoughts, our time, our resources, with others. 
Most of all it demands that we allow, enable and encourage the people in our lives to be who they are called to be 
and to step into God’s call on their lives. 
 
The Benedictine spirituality of community is based on life with others under God, supporting, empowering and 
learning from one another. May we build such communities and make a place of welcome for all who still need to 
hear and to know that they too have a place in God’s story and a home in God’s heart.” 
 
 

This week we’ve been asked to pray for the Rev. Preb. Roger Vaughan awaiting surgery and 
Jean and Ken Frearson as they settle into their new home with Geoff and Linda. 

Please continue to pray for Yvonne Pynenburg, and for our HeBrews friends, many with health challenges. 
We think of those who have chronic problems and live with anxiety or pain and we include 

Fr. Paul Chavasse, Elaine Dulson, Helen Ladell, 
Margaret McKnight, June Steed, Richard Wenger and Nick Goacher. 

There are others we are not able to see so often -Pat Lawrence, Carol and Martyn Turner, 
Tom and Barbara Ewart, Margaret and David Farr and Heather Eyre. 

Please continue to pray for Nicola’s friend Jessica, Jonathan’s girlfriend Maddie 
and Ann Ramsey’s daughter-in-law, Carol. 

  We also remember those who are missing loved ones who have recently died.  


