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We come from scattered lives to meet with God.  

Let us recognise His presence with us 
 

As God’s people we have gathered  

Let us worship Him together 
 

In the name of the Father And of the Son And of the Holy Spirit Amen 
 

The Lord be with you And also with you 
 

Hymn 

For all your saints still active, for those whose work is done 

For saints with you in glory, whose earthly race is run 

You rose as King and Sovreign, that they the crown might wear 

Reserved for those who, humbly, your earthly pathway share 
 

We praise you for the witness of James, the one who died 

In telling of his Saviour, Jesus the Crucified 

Lord, help us not to treasure our worldly goods or fame 

But may we, trials enduring, bring glory to your name 
 

We praise you, God our Father, we worship Christ your Son 

We glorify your Spirit, forever three, yet one 

On earth we see you dimly, in heaven face to face, 

And then, with all who’ve served you, we’ll praise you, God of grace 
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Confession: 

Brothers and sisters, as we prepare to celebrate, Let us call to mind our sins: 

We have not always worshipped God, our creator 

Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy 

We have not always followed Christ, our Saviour 

Christ have mercy, Christ have mercy 

We have not always trusted in the Spirit, our guide 

Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy 
 

Absolution 

May the Father forgive you by the death of his Son 

And strengthen you to love in the power of the Spirit all your days. Amen 
 

Prayer for the day: 

Merciful God, whose holy apostle St James, 

Leaving his father and all that he had, 

Was obedient to the calling of your Son Jesus Christ 

And followed him even to death: 

Help us, forsaking the false attractions of the world, 

To be ready at all times to answer your call without delay; 

Through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, Who is alive and reigns with you  

In the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever Amen 
 

New Testament reading Acts 11: 27–12 :2 

At that time prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them 

named Agabus stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there would be a 

severe famine over all the world; and this took place during the reign of 

Claudius. The disciples determined that according to their ability, each would 

send relief to the believers living in Judea; this they did, sending it to the 

elders by Barnabas and Saul. About that time King Herod laid violent hands 

upon some who belonged to the church. He had James, the brother of John, 

killed with the sword. 

This is the Word of the Lord Thanks be to God. 

       

Gospel Reading 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ to St Matthew (20: 20–28) 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her sons, and 

kneeling before him, she asked a favour of him. And he said to her, ‘What do 

you want?’ She said to him, ‘Declare that these two sons of mine will sit, one at 
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your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.’ But Jesus answered, ‘You 

do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am about 

to drink?’ They said to him, ‘We are able.’ He said to them, ‘You will indeed drink 

my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left, this is not mine to grant, but 

it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.’ 

When the ten heard it, they were angry with the two brothers. But Jesus 

called them to him and said, ‘You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it 

over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. It will not be so among 

you; but whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant, and 

whoever wishes to be first among you must be your slave; just as the Son of 

Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Reflection 

“Celebrities” can make money from books in which they reveal secrets of their 

own lives and the lives of others. If the secrets revealed are those of 

politicians or members of the royal family then the book is likely to bring in 

very substantial sums indeed. 

What would have happened if our technology and information systems had been 

around two thousand years ago. Would James, one of the “inner circle” of 

Jesus’ followers, have been approached by a publisher to record memories of 

life with Jesus? Would a newspaper have paid for the exclusive rights to 

serialise the book? Who would have made attempts to stop publication through 

fear of what it might reveal? 

Perhaps James would have jumped at the chance to have his stories about 

Jesus published throughout the world and to use the money for charitable 

work. We’ll never know, of course, but what we can perhaps guess from the 

Gospel writing we do have, is that the central character on every page in the 

book would have been Jesus, not the author. All the other people and events 

would have been described in terms of their relationship with Jesus and what 

he said and did. 

Might this have been one chapter of James’ book? 

“How could we ask Jesus to give us special places in his kingdom? He’d already 

spoken often enough about the first being last and the last being first. He’d 

shown us that the people who aren’t respected in our society matter to God. He 

treated children, women, lepers and gentiles as equals and he was always 

reaching out to people even when he was exhausted. 
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I think John and I were still captured by the vision we saw on the mountaintop 

when Jesus talked with Moses and Elijah. We glimpsed God’s glory in a way we 

never had before and Jesus was at the centre of it. We were the only ones 

there except for Peter and I suppose it gave us the idea that we were special 

to Jesus. 

Jesus soon put us right, though. He asked if we were prepared to experience 

what he would have to experience and when we said we were he told us that 

even so he could not guarantee us any place in his Kingdom, that was for God his 

Father to decide. 

I don’t know if at that time I could have said I’d be prepared to suffer as 

Jesus did if I’d known what that meant: his terrible sadness at that last meal 

we had together; his anguish, almost despair, in Gethsemane and the pain of 

harrowing torture and death.. I still fear that I may have to face death as he 

did. 

The lesson he gave us that day wasn’t new but it was the lesson we all found the 

hardest to learn. Jesus is raised from the dead. He is the Christ yet whenever 

I picture him, he’s with people, healing, teaching, encouraging, always giving of 

himself, never demanding. If God’s Messiah lived like that what can I do but 

follow his example? It’s not easy though, never easy – life in the Kingdom of 

God is a free gift but it costs everything.” 

James and the others have to be taught over and over again the lesson of 

humility, of putting others first and not wanting to be the centre of attention 

or rewarded with honour and glory. 

It’s a lesson that we, too, need to be taught again whenever we’re tempted to 

do things in the hope of gaining thanks, rewards or power over other people. 

It’s a lesson the church needs to be taught again whenever she is tempted to 

exercise authority over others or to be arrogant in her moral teaching which 

she declares to be the only truth. 

It’s a lesson we all need to learn if we are to offer service to others in the 

humility and love of Christ. 

There is a world of pain and suffering, oppression and injustice around us and 

we are called to serve the victims, the outcasts, the persecuted and the 

rejected not so that we’ll gain favour with God but simply because that is what 

Jesus would do and it is what God is doing through those who offer themselves 

for service in love and obedience. 

God calls us to be different in a world that values power, riches and fame – are 

we able to respond to that calling even if it means drinking the cup that Jesus 

drank? 
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Prayers 

Jesus, the Son of Man, came not to be served but to serve us and to save us 

from our sins. Let us bring to him now the needs of our world in faith that he 

will hear our prayers and use them in the service of those for whom we pray. 
 

Lord Jesus, we pray for your church and for her leaders. Through your power 

and grace let the good news of love and redemption extend to more and more 

people so that voices of praise and thanksgiving are heard throughout the world 

to the glory of God. 
 

Lord Jesus, we pray for the leaders of the nations. Let them know that with 

power and honour come responsibility and accountability. May those who govern 

do so for the good of all their people and with the respect and gentleness you 

show to those who are most weak and vulnerable. 
 

Lord Jesus, we pray for the life of our own community especially for all those 

who hold positions of responsibility as employers, as administrators of the law 

and as teachers. As you served those who came to you, so may they serve those 

who depend on them for a livelihood, for justice or for education. 
 

Lord Jesus, we pray for those who suffer pain and illness, those who are 

anxious or bereaved and for those whose journey in this life is ending. Let them 

know that just as you shared in the pain and suffering of life so will they share 

in your healing and, at this life’s end, your resurrection into the glory of God. 
 

 

Lord Jesus, as we offer these prayers to you we also offer ourselves into your 

service and pray that you will work in and through us to answer prayer in the 

lives of those around us. 
 

Hymn  

From heaven you came, helpless babe, Entered our world, your glory veiled, 

Not to be served but to serve, And give your life that we might live. 
 

There in the garden of tears My heavy load he chose to bear 

His heart with sorrow was torn Yet not my will but yours he said 
 

Come see his hands and his feet The scars that speak of sacrifice 

Hands that flung stars into space To cruel nails surrendered 
 

So let us learn how to serve And in our lives enthrone him 
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Each others needs to prefer For it is Christ we’re serving 

This is our God, the Servant King, He calls us now to follow him, 

To bring our lives as a daily offering Of worship to the Servant King. 

 

 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, 

at all times and in all places to give you thanks and praise, 

holy Father, heavenly King, almighty and eternal God, 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 

For he is your living Word; 

through him you have created all things from the beginning, 

and formed us in your own image. 

To you be glory and praise for ever. 
 

Through him you have freed us from the slavery of sin, 

giving him to be born of a woman and to die upon the cross; 

you raised him from the dead and exalted him to your right hand on high. 

To you be glory and praise for ever. 
 

Through him you have sent upon us your holy and life-giving Spirit, 

and made us a people for your own possession. 

To you be glory and praise for ever 
 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, 

we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and   : 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

and as we follow his example and obey his command, 

The Lord is here.  

His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the 

Lord. 
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grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us his body and his blood; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  

do this in remembrance of me. 

To you be glory and praise for ever. 
 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

To you be glory and praise for ever. 
 

Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of himself 

made once for all upon the cross; 

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 

we look for the coming of your kingdom, and with this bread and this cup 

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again. 
 

Accept through him, our great high priest,  

this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 

in the presence of your divine majesty, 

renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love 

and unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

To you be glory and praise for ever. 
 

Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 

we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power  

be yours for ever and ever Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 
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Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
 

Post communion prayers; 

Almighty God, We thank you for feeding us 

With the body and blood of your son Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies To be a living sacrifice. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit  

To live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 
 

Final Hymn  

Alleluia, sing to Jesus! His the sceptre, his the throne; 

Alleluia, his the triumph, His the victory alone: 

Hard, the songs of peaceful Sion Thunder like a mighty flood; 

Jesus out of every nation Hath redeemed us by his blood. 
 

Alleluia, bread of angels, thou on earth our food, our stay; 

alleluia, here the sinful flee to thee from day to day: 

intercessor, Friend of sinners, earth’s Redeemer, plead for me, 

where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea. 
 

Alleluia, King eternal, Thee the Lord of lords we own; 

Alleluia, born of Mary, Earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne: 

Thou within the veil hast entered, Robed in flesh, our great High Priest; 

Thou on earth both Priest and Victim In the eucharistic feast. 
 

The Blessing 

We go into the world to walk in God’s light, 

To rejoice in God’s love and to reflect God’s 

glory. The blessing… 
 

Go in peace o love and serve the Lord  

In the name of Christ, Amen. 

 


