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St Andrew’s Great Rollright Covid19 Risk Assessment and Reopening Plan 
18th July 2021 v2.0 

Background; 

On 17th July 2021 the Diocese of Oxford issued an update on COVID 19 guidance. This document relates to further opening up of St Andrew’s Great Rollright 
church after 19th July 2021. 

Purpose; 

This document sets out the proposed plan for further reopening St Andrew’s Church, Great Rollright. 

The document is in 4 parts; 

 An outline plan specific to St Andrew’s for the current proposed reopening scope 

 A conventional risk assessment updated in July 2021 looking specifically at the scope and risk profile related to Covid19 infection and transmission relating 
to the use of St Andrew’s church 

 A populated version of the CofE template plan consisting of a checklist of areas to be considered and covered as part of any risk assessment 
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Plan 
Opening and closing the church: 

 The church will be revert to opening every day as before the first lockdown. 

 The main door will be kept open when the church is unlocked however the screen door must be kept closed, this is a balanced consideration between the 
risk of birds entering the church (we have a nest in the porch) and the additional transmission risk through touching door handles etc.   

Opening and closing responsibilities: 

 The church unlocking and locking will be the responsibility of those on our rota or the churchwarden/Rector. 

 This pattern of opening the church will be reviewed regularly based on local feedback and government and CofE guidance changes 

Extra cleaning: 

 No extra cleaning is required. 

 If we are notified of someone visiting who subsequently tests positive for COVID 19 we will close the building for 72 hours. 
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Risk Assessment for Opening Church Buildings to the Public: individual prayer 
Relevant UK government and CofE guidance; 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-
of-places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic 

This guidance is designed to assist places of worship to prepare to open for individual private prayer, in accordance with the associated legislation which will come 
into effect on 13 June, in a manner that is safe and in line with social distancing guidelines so that all individuals attending the place of worship have minimal risk 
of exposure to the infection. 

This COVID-19 risk assessment is therefore being completed for St Andrew’s Church, Great Rollright.  This is in addition to any risk assessment already in place and 
only covers risks directly associated with COVID-19. 

Rationale; 
The risk assessment identifies the risks, the likelihood of them occurring and the anticipated impact of the risk occurring with associated rationale.  The mitigating 
actions to address the risk are also identified 
 

Risk Probability Impact Rationale Mitigation 
There is a risk that 
individuals accessing 
the church, either for 
private prayer or 
other reasons may be 
affected by COVID-19 
as a direct result of 
that access 

Low – the 
probability of 
individuals 
transmitting the 
virus to others 
either directly or 
indirectly within 
the church is 
considered to be 
low overall. 

Medium – the impact of 
an individual transmitting 
the virus to another 
individual through their 
respective access to the 
church is the same as for 
any transmission of the 
virus 

 The number of individuals anticipated 
to access the church during any period 
during which it is open for private 
prayer is expected to be low. 

 The likelihood of them transmitting the 
virus is also low. 

 The likelihood of any individual being 
exposed to the virus and becoming 
infected as a result is also low. 

This is the overall risk, which is 
broken down into constituent risks 
with individual mitigation activities 
identified in the following rows. 

There is a risk that an 
individual accessing 
the church could 

Low – the 
probability of 
individuals 
transmitting the 

Medium – the impact of 
an individual transmitting 
the virus to another 
individual through their 

 The risk of encountering someone 
infected with the virus is no greater 
than in other situations. 

 Provide guidance to individuals to 
reduce the likelihood of infected 
(symptomatic) people or those 
potentially carrying the virus 



 

4     v2.0 18th July 2021 
 

Risk Probability Impact Rationale Mitigation 
introduce the virus 
into the environment 

virus to others 
either directly or 
indirectly within 
the church is 
considered to be 
low overall. 

respective access to the 
church is the same as for 
any transmission of the 
virus 

 The majority of adults in the local 
population have been vaccinated. 

(asymptomatic) accessing the 
church. 

 Plan for actions should a 
symptomatic individual be 
identified as having potentially 
introduced the virus into the 
church (government cleaning 
advice) 
 

There is a risk that an 
individual accessing 
the church could 
become 
contaminated 
through interaction 
with another 
individual who is 
carrying the virus 
(symptomatic or 
asymptomatic) 

Low – the 
probability of 
individuals 
transmitting the 
virus to others 
either directly or 
indirectly within 
the church is 
considered to be 
low overall. 

Low – the probability of 
individuals transmitting 
the virus to others either 
directly or indirectly 
within the church is 
considered to be low 
overall. 

 There is a general awareness of the 
virus, track & trace methods are in 
place and anyone with the virus is 
under an obligation to self-isolate. 

 The likelihood of direct transmission 
assuming an infected individual did 
access the church is also very low 

 Provide guidance on social 
distancing within the church 

 Provide guidance on sanitising for 
individuals both on entering and 
exiting the church 

 Provide guidance on actions 
should an individual 
subsequently become 
symptomatic. 
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Guidance for those accessing the church for private prayer (and all other access) 
Proposed wording for guidance notices both on the notice board in the porch and on the table inside the main door. 

The church is now open for those wanting to pray in private as well as for public worship, you are very welcome to come in and spend some time here. 

Please take heed of the following guidance; 

 If you are exhibiting any of the COVID-19 symptoms or know that you have COVID-19 please do not enter the church 

 If you are in an identified high risk group, are self-isolating or are a member of a household which is shielding individuals, please consider carefully 
whether entering the church is sensible, for yourself, your loved ones and the wider community. 

If you do enter the church, please follow the detailed guidance below; 

 Please close the screen door and leave the main church door open on entering and leaving, this is a balance between increasing the risk of COVID-19 
transmission through touching door handles and the inevitability of the birds nesting in the porch coming into the building.  The open door also helps with 
air circulation and is one less thing to touch. 

 Please note that this is the only entrance and exit to the church that will be unlocked 

 Please use hand sanitiser both on the way into church AND on the way out – sanitiser is provided on the table inside the main door. 

 Please do not touch anything in the church that you do not need to – this limits the possibility of any contamination or transmission. 

 Please do not switch the lights on or off 

 If there is anyone else in the church, please observe the usual social distancing measures and keep at least 1 metre apart where possible. 

 If the presence of anyone else in church (except for God) causes you concern, please consider whether you could find another time to come and pray.   

 If at any point in the 14 days after having been in the church you discover that you have COVID-19, please let either the Rector (Janet on 737223) or a 
Churchwarden (Sarah on 730916) know as soon as possible 

We hope that your time in the church building is beneficial, peaceful, and useful. 
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CofE Risk assessment template/plan - completed 
 

Church: St Andrew’s Great Rollright Date updated:30/07/2020 
Review date: 07/07/2020 and 
weekly thereafter 

 
Area of Focus  Controls required  Additional information Action by 

whom? 
Completed – 
date and 
initials  

Access to church buildings for 
private prayer and/or 
livestreaming 
 
General advice on accessing 
church buildings can be found 
here. 

One point of entry to the church building clearly identified. Main Door. The Screen door 
should be kept closed however 
the Main door to be wedged 
open during the periods when 
the church is open to limit the 
need to door handles to be 
touched 

Those on the 
rota 

Ongoing 
(FW/SD) 

A suitable lone working policy has been consulted if 
relevant. 

Not relevant, there is no 
regular lone working 
anticipated in the church. 

S Durham n/a 

Buildings have been aired before use. Window by pulpit and window 
in the vestry are already 
opened and kept open.  
Vestry door is always left open. 

F Wilmoth Ongoing (FW) 

Check for animal waste and general cleanliness.  Periodic general clean of 
church floor is required 

F Wilmoth Ongoing (FW) 

Ensure water systems are flushed through before use. 
  

Toilets and kitchen will not be 
made available, will remain 
locked, water is turned off. 

n/a  

Switch on and check electrical and heating systems if 
needed. 

All electrics and heating 
systems are switched off with 
the exception of lighting, tower 
clock and the organ.  There 

F Wilmoth/  
G Southwell 

30/06/2020 
and ongoing 
(FW/GS) 
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Area of Focus  Controls required  Additional information Action by 
whom? 

Completed – 
date and 
initials  

should be no need for lighting 
to be switched on. 

Holy water stoups and the font are empty.  n/a  

Preparation of the Church for 
public worship 

Confirm that all steps (above) for access have been carried 
out before anyone else accesses the building. 

 S Durham 
F Wilmoth 

30/06/2020 
and 
subsequent 
documentation 
SD/FW 

Review CofE guide on cleaning church buildings. Complete 
the ‘cleaning’ section of this risk assessment (below). 

 S Durham 
F Wilmoth 

30/06/2020 
and ongoing 
(FW) 

Choose one point of entry into the church to manage flow 
of people and indicate this with notices, keeping 
emergency exits available at all times. Where possible use 
a different exit. 

Main door 
Notices and guidance on table 
by Main door and on 
noticeboard in the porch. 
There will be no other exits 
unlocked, only the main door. 

F Wilmoth 
S Durham 

30/06/2020 
and ongoing 
(FW/SC/SD) 

Where possible, doors and windows should be opened to 
improve ventilation. 

See above, usual windows are 
open.  The Main door will be 
wedged open while the church 
is unlocked 

F Wilmoth 
S Durham 

30/06/2020 
and ongoing 
(FW/SC) 

Pew bibles and/or Book of Common Prayer are available 
for use during services. 

They are only used once a week 
and are kept in a cupboard at 
other times. 

F Wilmoth 
S Durham 

18/07/2021 

Consider if pew cushions/kneelers need to be removed. Done F Wilmoth 
S Durham 

30/06/2020 

Walk through the church to plan for physical distancing in 
seats, aisles, at the altar rail, including safe flow of visitors. 
Remember 1m in all directions from each person.  

Done F Wilmoth 
S Durham 

18/07/2021 
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Area of Focus  Controls required  Additional information Action by 
whom? 

Completed – 
date and 
initials  

Determine placement of hand sanitiser available for 
visitors to use. 

Table by Main door F Wilmoth 
S Durham 

30/06/2020 

Clearly mark out seating areas including exclusion zones to 
maintain distancing. 

Notices and guidance to be 
provided 

F Wilmoth 
S Durham 

30/06/2020 
(SD) 

Clearly mark out flow of movement for people entering 
and leaving the building to maintain physical distancing 
requirements. 

Notices and guidance to be 
provided 

F Wilmoth 
S Durham 

30/06/2020 
(SD) 

Put up notices to remind visitors about important safe 
practices e.g. no physical contact, practice hand washing 
etc. 

Notices and guidance to be 
provided 

F Wilmoth 
S Durham 

30/06/2020 
(SD) 

Ensure high-risk surfaces and touch points have been 
wiped with appropriate sanitiser spray or disposable wipes 

Cleaning regime to be 
established 

n/a  

Check that handwashing facilities have adequate soap 
provision and paper towels, and a bin for the paper towels. 

 n/a  

Where there are toilet facilities, ensure an adequate supply 
of soap and disposable hand towels, and a bin for towels, 
are available. 

 n/a  

Ensure all waste receptacles have disposable liners (e.g. 
polythene bin bags) to reduce the risk of those responsible 
for removing them. 

Only sanitiser to be used for 
access. 
Normal cleaning materials for 
regular cleaning (as per CofE 
guidance) 

n/a  

Encourage the wearing of facemasks when moving around 
the church during services 

Notices and guidance to be 
provided 

Sarah Durham 18/07/2021 

Encourage the wearing of facemasks during singing Notices and guidance to be 
provided 

Sarah Durham 18/07/2021 
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Area of Focus  Controls required  Additional information Action by 
whom? 

Completed – 
date and 
initials  

Cleaning the church after 
known exposure to someone 
with Coronavirus symptoms 

If 72-hour closure is not possible then follow Public Health 
England guidance on cleaning in non-healthcare settings. 

Assumed not to be necessary S Durham 
F Wilmoth 

tbd 

If the building has been quarantined for 72 hours, then 
carry out cleaning as per the normal advice on cleaning. 

This will be the default action – 
as and when required 

S Durham 
F Wilmoth 

tbd 

     

 


