
 

Welcome to St Andrew’s Stewton Church Community Post 75 

Despite the freedoms granted to the nation the daily Covid related numbers continue 

to rise – the infected, the hospitalised, the deaths. The numbers of those vaccinated 
also continues to rise and on this the nations hopes are pinned. That is not the case 

across large swathes of the globe. Vaccines are available to the small, favoured 
minority - us! Billions of doses are required before we can say we are in control of 

this disease. Today’s gospel reading is centred around these words: ‘Where are we to 

buy bread for these people to eat?’ Jesus says to us ‘You have the means. You can 
do it because I am with you.’  

 
Jesus is the bread of life. As we come to him today we seek nourishment for our souls and willingly 
offer our lives in his service  
 For our failure to see the need and hear your questions, 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 For our neglect of conversing with you and finding your way, 
 Christ, have mercy. 
 For our self-seeking agendas in helping others, 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 

The Scripture readings set for today: 
Kings 4:42-44 
Elisha has a choice. As a man of God he is given the first fruits of the harvest and he could have kept 
the food to himself. His response to the gift, however, is to share it with those in need, and so God 
blesses it. 
Ephesians 3:14-21 
Paul's amazing prayer is for us to have inner strength and spiritual vision: that Christ will be central 
in our lives and that we will know his energy working through us in ways we can barely imagine. 
John 6:1-21 
In John's version of the feeding of the five thousand the presence and direction of Jesus are 
emphasised far more than in the other Gospels. Aware of the Passover's nearness, he nourishes the 
crowd on different levels, physical provision prefiguring spiritual self-offering. 

                   
                

                    

                       



The Reflection for today: 
 
The Gospel story we hear this week must be one of the most well-known of them all. The Feeding of 
the Five Thousand. Here was Jesus just getting ready to sit down and catch up with his disciples when 
they spot this enormous crowd of people making their way up the mountain to where they are. And 
on one level it would be gratifying for such a large crowd to turn up to hear what He had to say.  But 
Jesus was never seduced by popularity.   
 
He might well have been expected to have launched into a deeply theological teaching session.  But 
no, Jesus's concerns for this large number of people were more practical. How was such a large 
number to be fed. Now, I have never been hungry to the point of starvation but sadly around the 
world even in our day, for many, this is a common experience. 
 
I can remember when I was undertaking my Social Work Training, we learned about a psychologist 
called Abraham Maslow.  He had developed what he called his Hierarchy of Need. He explains that we 
all have to meet needs at a basic level before we can go on to experience more sophisticated levels of 
existence. These primary requirements are food, drink and shelter which have to be met before you 
have the capacity to embrace any higher levels of being.   
 
So, to be blunt, you can't hear the Gospel on an empty stomach and Jesus was only too aware of that. 
Gandhi puts this in a similar way when he said. "To the hungry, bread is the only way in which God 
dares to appear." So, feeding the hungry is the necessary first step in spreading the Gospel message.  
And we all have a part to play in that through our direct giving or involvement with charities. 
 
Last Monday, the Covid lockdown took another step on the road to unlocking.  Getting back to 
"normal," however that "normal" might be.  We here at St. Andrew's, as I announced at our AGM 
recently,  are still working to participate in the Churches Festival, which in our part of the Deanery will 
be held over the first weekend in September.  
 
We are still not entirely clear what will be happening but I suspect that once it is more generally known 
that we are having "a bit of a do" at St. Andrew's, quite a lot of people will turn up. We need to take 
that into consideration and in order to keep people safe, we may well only hold our activities outside, 
for which we have a range of gazebos.  But all of this is subject to discussion and negotiation and we 
welcome all comments and suggestions. Thank you for all the suggestions so far. They are all much 
appreciated. As usual this will be a team effort with all of us working together. 
 
Until then, stay safe and God bless you all. 
 

Robert 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
We may not expect to feed thousands of people with just a few loaves and fish, but our world still 
needs the transformation Jesus offers both physical and spiritual and intellectual in every aspect of 
life. We pray that together we may work with Jesus in transforming the world for all. 
We pray for the governments of the world, that they be guided by people of true and deep faith in 
God, and true altruism for all their people. 
We pray for global leaders considering intervention in other nations and those weighing up the 
growing cost of climate change and its implications.  
We pray for areas of need in our own nation, for our own neighbourhood, parents, teachers, and 
community leaders, and the social and economic disparity that exists on our own doorsteps. 
We pray for the Church throughout our land and in our own area, that we may keep our eyes on God’s 
agenda not our own small vision of how the church and the world should be. 
We pray for those walking through dark days of loss or breakdown, and for those without faith. 
We pray too for those who have asked for our prayers in our parish whatever their need. 
Lord, your ways are not our ways, yet your ways are always for our good. Help us to keep you at the 
centre of all our thoughts and actions, that we may walk in your will and do your good deeds.  Amen. 
 
May the God of all nourishment feed our souls; may the God of vocation include us and all we offer  
in his will; may we be filled, equipped and stay ready to participate in the transformation Jesus Christ 
has for this world.  
 
 
 
Almighty Lord and everlasting God, 
we beseech you to direct, sanctify and govern 
both our hearts and bodies 
in the ways of your laws 
and the works of your commandments; 
that through your most mighty protection, both here and ever, 
we may be preserved in body and soul; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 

Lord God, 
your Son left the riches of heaven 
and became poor for our sake: 
when we prosper save us from pride, 
when we are needy save us from 
despair, 
that we may trust in you alone; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 



 

 
 

 
 

                        

              

                       

                  

                

           



 
 
Good morning,  
  
Well things are moving fast. This sunny hot weather has 
brought all the crops on.  The oilseed rape (picture) shows 
how the seed has now turned black and the straw is dying 
back, and we will be soon in there with the combine to 
harvest.  The surprising thing this week is that a new variety 
of wheat that we tried will also be ready to combine in about 
two weeks, so that is very early for wheat.  Sheds are almost 
ready now, so it is just dependent on the weather. Have seen 
our neighbours out already harvesting barley, but do not 
know how it has yielded, so that will be interesting.  Let’s 
hope that when this hot weather breaks, we do not get too 
much rain. 
  
Love 

Jane 
 
 

 

 

 



This week from Jennifer Smith… 

True story from St James: 
At evensong one Sunday I was on duty as Deputy church 
warden and sitting at the back I heard a noise in the porch. 
The A frame advertising board was missing and 3 youths 
were disappearing out of the cobbles. I could  easily 
identify 2 lads and a girl by HUY the fantastic striped tights 
she had on.  
The Deputy Police Commissioner came to collect his  choir 
singing daughter at the end of the service, so I told Peter. 
He rode straight into the market place, saw these 3, 
confronted them and they owned up. He told them to 
retrieve the board which they had thrown somewhere.  
I would have loved to have seen their faces when he 
showed them his official Police badge!  
Clever thinking on my part and an unexpected ending 

Jennifer  
 

 

 



 

 


