
 
 

Welcome to St Andrew’s Stewton Church Community Post 74 
 
Psalm 23 is the psalm set for today. It speaks of God’s continual care for us. Have we, as a church 
community sensed that continual care throughout this time of pandemic? Does God seem close to 
you? Today’s Post witnesses to  the pastoral and spiritual care we have tried to provide over these 
months. But that is not the case everywhere. Many feel abandoned, forsaken, neglected. Covid-19 has 
served to deepen this sense of despair as church congregations decline in numbers growing tired and 
frail with age. It’s easy to lay the blame with ‘them’ whoever ‘they’ are. Eagerly we look forward to 
‘getting back to normal.’ Can you really ‘go back’? Surely we can only ‘go forward’ together seeking 
ways of being church which address the colossal task it faces. The church is one body, the Body of 
Christ. We all must share the burden of responsibility for the sake of the generations to come and the 
fulfilment of our discipleship as Christians.  
 
The care God gives to us, Psalm 23 tells us isn’t simply keeping us safe. It’s about nourishing us, feeding 
us, and sustaining us: “…he restores my soul…” How does God restore your soul? Are you in need of 
this kind of care now? Christ trusted the apostles to take his message of God’s enduring love out into 
the world. May our worship and life together enrich and invigorate us to share God’s word afresh 
among our own generation. 
 
 
Christ brings our reconciliation to God in one body through the cross. We confess those sins which 
have caused hostility, division and neglect as we seek God’s forgiveness. 
 For the times when we have sought our own advancement at the expense of others’ needs. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 Whenever we have ignored or treated with disrespect the stranger among us. 
 Christ, have mercy. 
 For every action or word of ours that has sown discord and broken the bonds of peace. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
 
 



The Scripture readings set for today: 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 The leaders of Israel are castigated for neglecting the people. New leaders 
will be appointed who will put the needs of the nation ahead of their own desires. 
Ephesians 2:11-end Christ’s death destroys the barriers that keep Jew from Gentile, giving us all 
the potential to be a single holy nation under one Father. 
Mark 6:30-34. 53-end The missionary zeal of the disciples has touched the nerves of a people 
crying out for a leader who will bring them hope and purpose in adversity. 
 

The Reflection for today: 
“The apostles gathered around Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught.” 

          (Mark 6:30) 
This week my attention was directed to an article in the Daily Telegraph, a paper I don’t naturally reach 
for to get my news fix, to an article headed ‘The Church of England is abandoning its flock,’ 
by Allison Pearson (whoever she is, apart from being a journalist who happened to go to Lincoln 
Christ’s Hospital School). ’  I said to  myself ‘At last, someone has twigged what’s going on’. Ms. Pearson 
kicks off about some ‘unwise’ words from the Bishop of St David’s in Wales aimed at Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson. The Archbishop of Canterbury is ‘deeply embarrassed.’ She goes on to say…’having lost 
faith in the eternal verities, the CofE now makes stipendiary clergy redundant- some rural benefices of 
10 churches have to share one vicar!’ Only 10? She obviously hasn’t been to the Louthesk Deanery! 
She goes on ‘…the things most Britons still value about the CofE are about to be destroyed by the very 
people who are meant to be its custodians. Parish priests and regular worshippers are up in  arms…!’ 
Enough said. You get the picture and I haven’t even mentioned Resourcing Sustainable Church! 
 
On the same day that article appeared we had some stern words from Prince Charles. Letting small 
family farms go to the wall will "break the backbone of Britain's rural communities. The focus on 
producing plentiful and cheap food threatens the survival of the country's smaller farms. If they go it 
will "rip the heart out of the British countryside.“ Small farms and parish churches are under threat. 
Yes, the world is changing around us and the news of scorching temperatures and devastating fires in 
Western USA  and floods in Western Germany, continue to remind us of the ever growing threat of 
the effects of climate change. Should we be surprised? In Mark 13:7 we hear Jesus say “When you 
hear of wars and rumours of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. 
For nation will rise against nation, kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various 
places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of the birth pangs.”  
 
Our Gospel passage today begins with the return of the disciples from their mission to preach the 
gospel- the good news - brimming over with excitement and a sense of triumph. This is one of only 
two places in Mark’s Gospel where the term “apostle” is used to describe the disciples. It’s  a technical 
term indicating they were official agents of Christ – they were sent, then to return with a “progress 
report”. In our reading the disciples, described by Mark elsewhere in his Gospel as uncomprehending, 
secretive and suspicious, are seen in a positive light. Their encounter with Jesus emboldens them to 
proclaim the good news by ministering to whoever they come across in their day to day living. 
 
Today, as local churches, faithfully maintained and sustained by people who have been ingrained with  
church discipline and rules for many decades, are often tempted to act in an enclosed, self-sufficient 
world deriving sustenance from within very prescribed ecclesiastical boundaries. To thrive and grow 
we need to be apostles, not simply spreading the good news, but engaging with and learning from the 
wider world. Mark calls the disciples “apostles” because they are receptive to ALL God’s people, 
excited by God’s vision and deeply connected to God’s purposes by their encounter with Christ. In the 
same way, healthy churches today will be continuously reawakened and revitalised in creatively 
engaging with the world, rather than withdrawing from it. Our churches need more support, more 
resource, more sustenance from the centre, not less. 



Read and reflect again on those three short passages set for today and prayerfully consider: 
1. Jeremiah 23:1-6 – Who are those who were or are ‘the shepherds’ who scatter the flock and 

drive them away’? Who are todays’ ‘remnant’? How are we to  ‘raise up new shepherds who 
will shepherd them so that they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be 
missing?’ 

2. Ephesians 2:11-end – Is it too much to expect or hope that we might seriously consider the 
implications of St Paul’s words in v15 “Christ has abolished the law with its commandments 
and ordinances, so that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus 
making peace…peace to you who are far off and peace to those who are near, because the 
Spirit of the Father is for all.” 

3. Mark 6:30-34. 53-end… v32 Jesus and his disciples “went away in the boat to a deserted place 
by themselves. Many saw them going and recognised them, hurrying there on foot and arrived 
ahead of them; and Jesus had compassion on them.” The world of today, with all its anxieties 
and fears needs the compassion of Jesus. It is the calling of the church to minister that 
compassion.  

 
Over the years, as a priest in the church, I have continually had to remind myself of the role and 
responsibility of the ministry to which I was called and ordained, given by Jesus to Peter, the bedrock 
of all Christian ministry (John 21:15-190 
     Feed my lambs. 
     Tend my sheep. 
     Feed my sheep.  
May the peace of Christ be with you all 

Alan 
 

 
 
In one Spirit we all have access to the Father. As members with the saints of the heavenly household 
we bring before God the needs and cares of our fractured world. 

• We pray for the Church, that as Christ’s body in the world she may be united in both 
message and action, striving for reconciliation whenever politics or sectarianism seeks to 
divide. Today in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we remember our brothers and sisters in the 
Church of Uganda. 

• We pray for the leaders of all nations, that they might serve with compassion and wisdom, 
building up a more open and creatively cooperative society. 

• We pray for those entrusted with the stewardship of the land, that they might treat the 
earth and her resources with respect, for the benefit of all species. 

• We pray for those who through illness or circumstances feel alienated or on the margins of 
society, asking that they might be brought to wholeness and to a place of peace. We pray for 
those in any need in the Team Parish of Louth: Marguerite Baillie, Peggy Baillie, Anne-Marie 
Bidwell, Helen Blakey, Ed Cox, Rev Moira Davies, Hildegard Dettmer-Beecroft, Rosemary 
Huke, Fr James Drayton, Oscar Gabryel, Mal Locking, Bob Lowis, Anna Mamwell, Mary Oxley, 



Alan Pounds, Sylvia Pounds, Andrea Prior, Betty Robinson, Eileen Robinson, Dorothy 
Scammell, Enid Spicer, Joyce Terrett, John Troughton, Pauline Watson, Stuart Watson.  

• Those who have died: Barbara Williams, Nigel Thompson, Francis Eills, Arthur Farrow, Joyce 
Wright, Geoffrey Baker, Martin Hodgson, Jennifer Brindle, Muriel Tacey, Brian Clark, Doreen 
Woodward, Roy Jacklin, Ralph Snowden 

• Holy God, as the shepherd understands and responds to the needs of the flock, mercifully 
accept our petitions and prayers, in the name of your Son, our saviour Jesus Christ. 

 
May our Lord Jesus Christ, the shepherd who knows each of his flock by name, 
draw you to him by his merciful love and gentle wisdom. 
 
Lord of all power and might, 
the author and giver of all good things: 
graft in our hearts the love of your name, 
increase in us true religion, 
nourish us with all goodness, 
and of your great mercy keep us in the same; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Generous God, 
you give us gifts and make them grow: 
though our faith is small as mustard seed, 
make it grow to your glory 
and the flourishing of your kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Hello all. Farming news will be back next week but today’s 
message is from Germany.  
On 21st July at 3.00 p.m. at Alford Crematorium, Richard 
Dettmer-Beacroft will be  cremated. There will be no service at 
that time but a memorial service will be held at a later date 
when Hildegard can get over to the UK. She has asked that if 
anyone would like to be outside the Crematorium as Richards 
body arrives to say  a final  goodbye that would be very much 
appreciated. 
 
God bless. 

Jane X 
 
 
 
 

                        

             

                       

                

                  

          



From Lorraine and Malcolm Spendlow… 
 

Whilst watching a wildlife programme a couple of weeks ago about how 
rapidly hedgehog numbers are decreasing, the presenter suggested 
viewers placed a hedgehog house in their garden. 
I briefly considered asking Malcolm to make me one, but then 
remembered his profound lack of DIY skills - so thought better of it and 
bought one! 
Therefore, I am  now the proud owner of a luxury hedgehog house 
complete with straw! 
Living on a riverbank, I am convinced I am going to find it inhabited not 
by hedgehogs, but by rats or some other unwanted critters! 
Nevertheless, I’ll give it a go!  
 
Although they suggested on TV putting a 

dish of dog food out near the house, I am quite sure this would 
definitely encourage the wrong sort of residents, so I’ll be giving that 
one a miss. 
 
Wish me luck… 
 

Lorraine Spendlow 
 

 
 

A message from Joyce Terrett: 
Dear Friends  
I am Blessed to be here and my faith appears stronger than 
ever with wonderful family and friends supporting me. 
People ask how I have managed through lockdown. I have 
lived through worse .. the War …we survived.  
Just before lockdown I lost my Syd. You cannot change a 
situation, you just cope with it. Every morning without fail I 
ask the Lord to keep me strong and I just get on with what lies 
ahead and somehow you have to get through it.  
I am very fortunate to have good family and good friends to 
help me through things  which are difficult. I couldn’t go out 
because of my health during lockdown and  neighbours and 
friends took me to town and helped transport me to various 
hospital and Doctor appointments and brought me groceries. 
My Syd couldn’t come back to keep me company. I wish he 
was here to talk to me  



Members from St James Guild kept in touch with me. Tiffany from  St James sends me the weekly 
order of service on paper and many of the congregation keep in touch . I am very fortunate to have a 
phone and able to ring so many friends on a daily basis to keep in touch and family have their regular 
times to check in with me.  

Really grateful to Dorothy from Stewton. She has 
been in touch throughout. I look forward to 
hearing from her both on good and bad days. 
She has been a tremendous support to me.  
Thank you all for your love and friendship  
 
God Bless.  
 

Joyce Terrett  
 

 

 

 

 

 



Just a final thought at we face ‘Freedom Day’ tomorrow: 

 

 
 

 
 


