
            St Mary and All Saints,  Dunsfold, 
                    Sunday, July 25th, 2021 

 ePEWS NEWS 

       CELEBRATION OF JAMES,  
         THE APOSTLE 

10am JOINT PARISH HOLY COMMUNION at 
St Mary and All Saints Church, Dunsfold. 

Celebrant: Revd Rutton Viccajee 

WE ARE FINALISING OUR ZOOM 
CONNECTION FOR SUNDAY’S SERVICE. WE 
WILL SEND THE LINK TO YOU BY EMAIL. 

WE WILL ALSO CONFIRM IN THAT EMAIL 
THE NEW GUIDELINES FOR WORSHIP IN 
OUR CHURCH FROM THIS SUNDAY. 

Readings and collect for James the Apostle: 

OT: Psalm 126 
NT: 2 Corinthians 4: 7-15 
GOSPEL: Matthew 20: 20-28 

Collect for the commemoration St James the Apostle: 
Merciful God, whose holy apostle Saint James, leaving 
his father and all that he had, was obedient to the 
calling of  your Son Jesus Christ and followed him even 
to death: help us, forsaking the false attractions of  the 
world, to be ready at all times to answer your call 
without delay; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of  the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

A MESSAGE FROM ANDREW, 
BISHOP OF GUILDFORD 

One of the key leadership questions 
throughout this time of pandemic has 
been how much people want to be told 
what to do. The world of scribes and 
Pharisees - where every detail of our daily lives is 
meticulously regulated - is a comfort to some people, 
taking away the need for personal thought and 
responsibility, Living in a ‘free-for-all’ world is the 
preferred option of others, leaving decision-making to 
the individual and trusting in our communal common 
sense. 

So-called ‘Freedom Day’ poses that question in spades, 
not least for me as your bishop. We all know the 
statistics and the high-risk game that the Government is 
playing. We know the deep longing of many to get back 
to some kind of normality in our relationships and 
interactions, both human and divine. What a joy to 
worship again ‘with unveiled faces’! What a privilege to 
open our lips in song once more, that our mouth might 
proclaim Your praise! But how do we square such new-
found freedoms with our special responsibility towards 
the physically vulnerable and the anxious - those whom 
St Paul says are ‘indispensable’ for the health of the 
Body? 

In this new world there are just two directions that I wish 
to give as a simple framework in support of your local 
decision-making. I would like all our churches to have 
some kind of in-person worship which may sit alongside 
online offerings. I would like every church to consider 
the needs of the most vulnerable (or anxious) within 
their communities as they work out the local service 
pattern. 

Ultimately the way of grace is neither the way of the 
Pharisees or the libertarian. It involves having the law of 
God inscribed in our hearts and praying that - in His 
grace - we might keep in step with the Spirit. We’ve 
seldom needed to do that more. 

MEET JUSTIN WELBY ON HIS VISIT TO  
THE DIOCESE OF GUILDFORD 

Booking is now open for eleven ‘Big Question’ events 
across the diocese to which you can bring guests to 
hear the Archbishop of Canterbury respond to questions 
from the public and speak on how to find hope in 
uncertain times.  

Please go to our church website 
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/8124 to read the full 
list of venues and how you can book your tickets. 
Archbishop Justin will be speaking at the eleven events 
as he spends the weekend from Friday, September 24 in 
our diocese. 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/8124


REVEREND RUTTON 
ON THE WAY JAMES 
AND JOHN LEAD US 
TO JESUS CHRIST

Oh dear! Sorry to start with a negative folks, but 
what DID you make of ‘Freedom Day’? Or 
‘Free’dumb’ day, as one tabloid headline gleefully 
put it. What a Monday it was!  

Boris had to isolate, and tell double-jab French returnees to 
quarantine after all (even though they are amber… or what 
colour are they? No idea – because it probably does not 
matter anyway!).  

Queues formed outside nightclubs as youth counted down 
the minutes to midnight – loudly – before charging in, whilst 
the rest of us cowered in our beds and ordered extra masks 
and sanitiser, making the most of a temporary price reduction 
perhaps.  

The NHS went apoplectic with concern about operation 
backlogs, pinged (and therefore absent) staff, and the Tokyo 
athletes tried hard not to catch ‘It’ from each other, so they 
can do their thing in front of no audience. And – of course - 
out rolled the ‘experts’ with their vacuous warnings and 
vague prognosis and homespun woolly ‘advice’ of what they 
think might be the case. Or indeed not.  

The nation seems divided between the gung-ho let’s just get 
on with it herd immunity folks, and the overly fearful, who 
would rather not die at the sharp end of unfounded 
predictions and graphs. Or indeed, spread it around to the 
vulnerable. There seems so little safe ground in between the 
two extremes.  

So, here is a question: how do we then live as Christians? 
Do we live for now, with all its uncertainty and huge difficulty? 
Or do we live for a future, that we hope is hugely better?   
Do we grit our teeth and batten down the hatches and put 
Vera Lynn back on the gramophone? Or do we shake off 
caution and fear, and say ‘things can only get better’? Or is 
there a third way?  

In our Gospel reading, James and John, despite the 
privations and challenges of an itinerant, uncertain future 
following Jesus, clearly believe in better things – in a future 
dimension, ruling in splendour at the right and left had side of 
Christ’s throne of power.  

Well – that’s what their Mum wants for them, anyway. You 
might criticise their ambition, and their fragmented 
understanding of heaven, but not their theology of a future 
life in glory. An afterlife newer, and stronger, and better, and 
transformed, and transcended, from this present reality. For 
so it will be.  

But be careful what you wish for – so Jesus tells them. No 
eternal gain without present pain and suffering. And as if to 
prove the point, we recall that the next two ‘disciples’ to 
appear at Jesus’ right and left do so in the worst of 
circumstances – that is, the dying thieves, crucified one on 
each side of Him.  

Where, then, is light? How then do we live in these uncertain 
times, trusting in God for better, when the immediate seems 
to get worse all the time?  Well - there IS light! Because God 
goes before us, and He has a plan. God always has a plan.  

On Sunday, our Old Testament reading is psalm 126. A 
psalm of surreal, sublime, delirious joy. We who are 

redeemed are so used to the dark, that when God’s light 
shines – as surely it will – we are blinded by it, drunk with it, 
and disorientated by our new surroundings 
.  
As Christians, we hold both in tension: present pain and 
distress and uncertainly, yes. But also a sure and certain 
future hope of joy and peace and triumph.  

How can you possibly synthesise both? James and John tell 
Jesus they can. And Jesus graciously agrees, even though 
their knowledge of these things is so imperfect.  

Let’s put all that together next Sunday, as we worship 
together, and explore these amazing passages further. See 
you there!  

Amen 

  
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR  PRAYERS 

CHURCH: We join our Diocese in praying for the parish 
of St Mary and All Saints, Dunsfold and their priest in 
charge, Reverend Ian Maslin. 

WORLD: In the Anglican Prayer cycle we pray for the 
Diocese of St Davids - The Church of Wales 

THE SICK: Reverend Ian and Susie Maslin,  
Amanda and Hugh, Jamie and Claire, Michael Burt,  
Sandra Baxter-Brown, Sarah Godwin, Mark Knott,  
Sally Rivett, Jacky Williams, Judy Bolt,   
Sue and Dennis Evans, Lizzy Laverty, Julian Richardson. 

IN REVEREND IAN’S ABSENCE… 

Reverend Ian Maslin is on sick leave. We welcome Revd 
Rutton Viccajee to lead our worship at Dunsfold and 
Hascombe. Rutton can be contacted on 07770750248 
or via email at rutton@stnicolascranleigh.org.uk

For matters concerning the running of our parish, 
please contact our churchwardens:
Sheila Jones 01483 200204 or 
sheilajones4@btinternet.com and 
Jan Richardson on 01483-200519 or 
janmrichardson@gmail.com

SAFEGUARDING IN YOUR CHURCH 

We take safeguarding seriously in Dunsfold Church. If you 
have any concerns or information you wish to pass on please 
contact our safeguarding officer, Hazel Wiltshire on 01403 
753847 or email her at hazelwiltshire@talktalk.net 

THE LAST WORD…

STEPHEN COTTRELL 
(b1958) 
Archbishop of York, 
priest and writer:

“The diocese is us, not someone 
else, not head office, wherever 
that is, not bishop or archdeacon, not even Incumbent. But 
us. And we have a commitment to each other and to every 
community, not just our own.”
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