
Name: Pat Blanchard

Location: Lima, Peru

My role: Leader of Shalom 
church and director of Shalom 
Rehabilitation Centre for children 
and adults with disabilities and 
their families.

My call: To serve, share and 
live each day alongside God’s 
community in Peru.
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The call in action

Dear Friends, 

Greetings to you all again from Dorset, where I am making plans 
to return to Peru mid-July! It’s certainly been a challenging time 
both here in the UK and there in Peru. 

He leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. He guides 
me along the right paths for his name’s sake. Even though I walk 
through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. Psalm 23:3–4 

As I reflected on Psalm 23 during my coastal walks I was 
encouraged by the phrases “walk through” and “comfort”. We’re 
all going through this pandemic, all with different challenges and 
in different situations but God promises his comfort and presence 
to each one of us where we are, and I have known this during my 
time in the UK. So now, having had both my vaccines and been 
able to see most of my family, and also visited a few churches and 
some friends, I feel it’s the right time to return to Lima. 

The situation in Peru is still very unstable, especially politically. 
Following the final presidential elections on 6 June, a winner 
is yet to be declared, as fraud allegations have delayed the 
announcement of the next president. Do follow the news to find 
out the outcome and please pray. The political and economic 
future is by no means going to be easy for the Peruvian population, 
which is still living very much under pandemic restrictions. The 
death toll recently almost trebled, from 66,000 to 180,000 as 
the official figures were declared, meaning Peru has one of the 
highest per capita death rates in the world. Several members 
of the Shalom community have been vaccinated, as there has 
been a push to vaccinate those most vulnerable, but the vaccine 
rollout is still slow. About eight per cent of the population are 
fully vaccinated and 12 per cent have had a first dose. Pray for an 
efficient vaccine rollout for all. 

As I mentioned before, I stopped leading the Shalom church 
WhatsApp groups in March and as things developed, Raul has 
continued to lead services, etc, with Luisa directing the morning 
devotions. I participate in the WhatsApp groups when able and 
have preached a few times through audio messages. The Shalom 
soup kitchen continues to be a great provision for the church and 
local community. There have been some recent additions, with 
Raul organising for natural gas to be installed in the building, 
with pipework going from the street to the new kitchen area. An 
amazing new cooker was purchased, as the gas supply needed a 
special connection. This means they don’t have to buy expensive 
bottled gas and as the cost of installation is spread over quite 
a few months, it’s now more economical to cook meals for 50+ 
people each day. Due to the current situation and an uncertain 
future I feel the soup kitchen is going to be our priority for the 
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remainder of this year along with pastoral support to those benefitting. There 
may be a need to expand the capacity as the pandemic continues, with the 
economic situation remaining precarious for many in the neighbourhood.

Raul and Luisa have been working with the young people with disabilities 
through creative and practical projects. With Raul’s technical skill, it’s been 
amazing to see Julio, Ricardo and others participate in readings and prayers 
in the Shalom WhatsApp worship and in diocesan events. I see them gaining 
confidence and growing in faith through this opportunity. Several are now 
meeting together in the church for Bible study and prayer on Thursdays but as 
yet they aren’t gathering on Sundays. 

I’m still part of the diocesan emergency finance committee and we’ve met 
on Zoom recently. Once back I will need to catch up on reports for 
funds received during the year and consider future funding needs 
according to diocesan priorities during the ongoing pandemic 
situation.

It was a real blessing to get away at the end of April on retreat/
holiday to Swanage, an old favourite destination. Long coastal 
walks and many hours spent contemplating God’s amazing 
creation, provision and wisdom, I returned refreshed and inspired. 
I have been able to visit a few local churches, including an outdoor 
Pentecost service and a socially distanced afternoon tea. I feel 
blessed to have had somewhere to stay near the sea and been 
connected with my local church in Christchurch, attending services 
and being part of a supportive homegroup. Sorry I’ve not been 
able to get to see many of you but I hope the future will hold times 
to gather together to remember God’s faithfulness and provision 
for us all. It’s a challenge for churches to discern the way forward 
for services and activities, the buzz word certainly is “hybrid”. I 
recently attended the virtual Creative Christian Summit exploring 
faith and creativity, which has been encouraging and inspiring, 
especially in this current time. 

So, as I return I would value prayers for reincorporating myself 
into life and ministry once again after being away for so long. 
I’m so grateful to God for all that has been achieved in my 
absence. I sense a great need to affirm and congratulate 
everyone for their resilience, perseverance and joint efforts to 
continue on in such difficult circumstances.  

Please also pray for my family, especially my brother-in-law 
and sisters. Pray that I manage to get all the tests, forms and 
requirements needed to make the return journey safely. 

Thank you again for all your prayers and support. 

Pat
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Photos from top to bottom: Raul getting natural gas installed in Shalom on the 
new cooker; getting the young people back together with creative projects; 
outdoor Pentecost service in Weymouth; socially-distanced tea to update on Peru.


