
March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda 
 

 
Welcome 

 

7th Sunday after Trinity ~ 18th July 2021 
 
 

Please keep in touch with one another, and I am always glad to hear from you on 01354 279232 or at  
andrew.marchurch@gmail.com 

- - - - - 
We have yet to receive guidance about good practice after July 19th. We anticipate that services will be 

much the same; wearing masks, washing hands and respecting distance. We plan  to have congregational 

singing back for those wearing masks. We continue to keep people safe and to feel safe. 
~ Services with Social Distancing ~ 

St Peter’s Sundays 8am & 11am; Wednesdays 10am 
St Mary’s Sundays 9.15am 

St John’s Sundays 9.30am; Tuesdays 10am 
 
 

"Stay in touch, take care, keep safe, continue praying and God bless." 

Prayers  
Compassionate God, from far and near you gather your Church into one. Safeguard the unity of your flock through 
the teaching of Christ the Shepherd that all your scattered children may find in him the guidance and nourishment 
they seek. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

God of the storm’s still eye: when we are overwhelmed by pressures and demands which cut us off from life, take 
us to the place apart where we might find again our true heart’s centre, our far horizon, the silence that awaits a 
world where we can breathe; through Jesus Christ, who brings us near to you. Amen. 
 
 

2 Samuel 7 v1-14a 
When David was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies around him, the king 
said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.’ Nathan 
said to the king, ‘Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.’ 
 
But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the Lord: Now 
therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from 
following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut 
off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the 
earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, 
and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed 
judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you 
that the Lord will make you a house. When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I will 
raise up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall 
build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom for ever. I will be a father to him, and he 
shall be a son to me. 



Meditation 
 
 

      Now David finally has a wall. He has four walls, a fine house, he’s settled down. But where does God live? 
When David was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies around him, the king 
said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.’ It’s time 
for a house to be built for God in Jerusalem; the prophet Nathan, too, must surely think it is a good idea. Suddenly 
the prophet appears on the scene. The story-teller thinks his arrival urgently needed. Now that a king is sitting on 
the throne who is powerful and is still extending his power, the voice of prophesy will be indispensible. For power 
corrupts, and Israel’s king must be king by the grace of God. David understands that well, and therefore includes 
the man of God in his plan: ‘I want to build a house for God.’ ‘Do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with 
you.’ 
 
    Nathan can hardly sleep that night. A house for God! that’s new! God has never had a house! He has gone with 
his people through the wilderness. Ever since Israel can remember, the Eternal One has never lived other than in 
the tabernacle, that tent where the wind played through the canvas, the pegs were loose in the ground, for the next 
day the journey goes on. A house for God? Wouldn’t you get a different God with a different house? God is like a 
wind that rustles through the mulberry trees; he comes and goes, but you don’t know where from or where to. He 
is, but he can’t dwell with human beings, certainly not in the same street as the king. Isn’t it a temptation to want 
to pin God down and to shut him up within the four walls of a temple? 
 
       Early in the morning Nathan reappears at the palace: ‘On further reflection I think you had better drop your 
plan!’ ‘What do you mean, on further reflection?’ ‘The Lord appeared to me last night.’  
 
      Had Nathan dreamed that God had appeared to him? That could be. But Nathan knows that God can reveal to a 
man in the night something he doesn’t see clearly in the light of day. Job (33v15-17) also knows that: “God speaks 
repeatedly but no one perceives it. In dreams, visions in the night, when deep sleep falls upon men, while they lie 
slumbering in their beds, then God wants to be heard, to turn this man away from a deed, to protect him from 
pride.” 
 
 ‘The Lord appeared to me last night: Go and say to my servant David: “Are you the one to build me a house to 
live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I 
have been moving about in a tent. Did I ever speak a word with any of the leaders of Israel, saying, ‘Why have you 
not built me a house of cedar?” ’ David regrets the rejection of the prophet. At the same time he senses deep in his 
heart that the building of the temple was more his desire than God’s. He so wanted certainty, a God as firm as a 
house. 
 
‘Has God said anything else to you?’ ‘Yes, sire. The Eternal One says not only that you should not build a house 
for him, he added that he will build a house for you.’ ‘A house for me?’  ‘For you, your majesty, God said: Say to 
David my servant: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the sheep to be leader over my people; I have 
been with you wherever you went, I defeated  all your enemies; I have made you a name, as great as any. I have 
destined a place for my people Israel; I have planted it to dwell there, so that it may no longer be terrified and so 
evildoers no longer oppress it. I have given you rest from all your enemies round about.’ ‘Truly’ said David, that is 
so. But what did God say about a house that he would build?’ ‘Say to David, said the Lord: I shall build you a 
house. When the days of your life are fulfilled and you have gone to rest with your fathers, then I shall raise up 
your son and I shall establish his kingship. It will be your son who shall build me a house and I shall establish his 
throne for ever. I shall be to him a father and he shall be my son. Whenever he does injustice I shall punish him. 
But my loving kindness shall not depart from him, as I made it depart from Saul. Your house shall endure and your 
kingdom for ever; your throne shall stand for eternity.’  

Gospel of St Mark  6 v3-34 & 53-56 
 
The apostles returned from their mission. They gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and 
taught. He said to them, ‘Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.’ For many were com-
ing and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by them-
selves. Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and ar-
rived ahead of them. As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they 
were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. 
 
When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat. When they got out of the boat, 
people at once recognized him, and rushed about that whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to wher-
ever they heard he was. And wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the market-
places, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 



Prayers 
 

 

O Lord, open our lips: and our mouths shall show forth your praise. 
O God, make speed to save us: O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  

Praise to the Lord; the Lord’s name be praised. 
 

Christ has come to turn the world upside down: 
to humble the powerful and lift up the lowly. 

Christ has come to turn the tables: 
to topple vain idols and to stand with the poor. 
Christ has come to turn the world upside down: 

to feed the hungry, to give sight to the blind, to strengthen the weary, to set the prisoners 
free. 

Christ has come to turn the tables: 
to overthrow the present order with a revolution of love. 

 

O Lord show your mercy upon us; and grant us your salvation. 
O Lord save the Queen; and mercifully hear us when we call upon you. 

Endue your ministers with righteousness; and make your chosen people joyful. 
O Lord, save your people; and bless your inheritance. 

Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
because there is none other that fights for us, but only you, O God. 

O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
and take not your Holy Spirit from us. 

 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases,  
his compassion never fails: every morning they are renewed. 

May the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be with us this day and for evermore. Amen. 

     What Nathan has uttered here is an unprecedented prophecy. It is as if God repented of having rejected 
Saul. God will never do that again. Although the sons of David will practise injustice and God will have to punish 
them for it, the last word will always be his loving kindness. He will not abandon what his hand has begun. There is 
a son in prospect, and the promise will continue to hold, for there is always a son in prospect. The prophet is refer-
ring to the coming of Solomon and to the house that this son of David will build for God, but far beyond that rises 
the promise of a throne that will last for ever. From this promise Israel’s songs of the future are born, the visions of 
Nathan’s sons, the messianic dreams of the prophets about a peaceful kingdom that knows no end. 
 
    Of course Nathan’s night vision doesn’t point to the figure of Jesus of Nazareth. But it is quite understandable 
that Jesus’ followers should have referred to the image of the son of David to express how they had experienced the 
coming of this son of man as the grace of God. So synagogue and church share the dream of the messianic kingdom 
of peace and justice. It is the hope that gives them both life. 

  
 God bless, Andrew 



 “Living in Love and Faith”   
 

For back in April, I wrote of the guiding principles of Living in Love and Faith, which is the Church of England’s 
discussion process for looking at issues of gender, sexual attraction and related issues. These principles are;  
 

 
 

Held together in the Love of Christ:  
Pastoral Principles for living well together 

 
Acknowledge PREJUDICE  
Central to our faith is a belief that each of us is unique: we rejoice that we are fearfully and wonderfully made by 
God. There is a sense of awe and mystery about each one of us – an element of ‘otherness’ – that cannot be re-
duced to something that we can fully grasp within our finite understanding.  
This principle applies to all our relationships with people who are different from us, whether as a result of sexuali-
ty, gender identity, ethnicity, age or any other characteristic. We believe that all of us need to reflect deeply on our 
attitudes and behaviour in order to extend a Christ-like welcome to all people in our midst. 
We are all conditioned by our experience of life, positively or negatively. All of us must reflect deeply on our atti-
tudes and behaviour. All are loved children of God. The cross of Christ is for all. The journey from prejudice to 
hatred is a short one. 
Can it be right that any of us fails to explore our own prejudices?  
Because of our understanding that everyone is made in the image of God, we will receive our differences as gift, 
valuing all people, and seek to see Christ in all our neighbours. To help us do this we will acknowledge and address 
our prejudices.  
Speak into SILENCE  
Central to our understanding of the Christian community is that we are the Body of Christ. We are called to relate 
deeply and openly with one another, sharing what is on our hearts as well as in our minds. We live and work to-
gether, offering and using our God-given gifts, blessings, insights and experience. Here mutual respect, accounta-
bility and responsibility play out in the context of the history and living tradition of our church’s community. 
Silence, when misused, can shelter abuses of power. People must be given space, permission and opportunities to 
speak if they want to – so that those who are vulnerable can hear and thus not feel that they are alone. If our church 
really believes that it wishes to welcome everyone, no matter their personal circumstances, then this welcome must 
be voiced in words that come from both head and heart. 
Can it be right for our church communities to promote a conspiracy of silence – whether consciously or subcon-
sciously – about these matters? 
Because of our understanding of the Church as the Body of Christ, we seek to be a place of openness, acceptance, 
challenge and hospitality. 
Address IGNORANCE 
Central to being Anglican is our call to be faithful to both Scripture and the Church’s tradition, using God’s gifts of 
reason and wisdom shaped by the Spirit. Another way of saying this is that the Church of England is both catholic 
and reformed. This can give rise to tensions and differences both within and across our church communities, but 
we see this as a sign of strength: God’s church is diverse, welcoming the diversity of the people God calls. The bet-
ter we – both individuals and churches – have been able to acknowledge prejudice and speak into silence, then the  

“ to Address IGNORANCE, by learning together about identity, sexuality, relationships and marriage in the 
light of our call to be faithful to both Scripture and the Church’s tradition; by learning together with people who 
have different perspectives and lived experiences in relation to identity, sexuality, relationships and marriage. 
to Acknowledge PREJUDICE, by welcoming people as they are, loving them unconditionally and seeking to 
see Christ in them; by reflecting deeply on our attitudes and behaviour in order to nurture understanding and re-
spect between people who disagree. 
to Admit HYPOCRISY, by not condemning certain behaviours and attitudes while turning a blind eye to oth-
ers, remembering that we are all weak, fallible, broken, and equally in need of God’s grace; by learning from 
one another about the challenge to holy living and the wideness of God’s mercy as the Spirit moves within, 
among and between us. 
to Cast out FEAR, by consciously demonstrating and living out what it means for perfect love to cast out fear 
even in situations of disagreement; by modelling openness and vulnerability as each of us wrestles prayerfully 
with the costliness of Christian discipleship. 
to Speak into SILENCE, by remembering that we are the body of Christ, called to relate deeply and openly 
with one another, sharing what is on our hearts as well as in our minds; by practising deep listening, without a 
hidden agenda, that encourages conversations about human identity, sexuality, relationships and marriage. 
to Pay attention to POWER, by being alert to attempts to control others, remembering that God’s Spirit alone 
can bring transformation into our lives and the lives of others; by following Christ’s example of service and 
compassion as we accompany one another in following the way of the cross.”  



better placed we are to respect and talk about difference as we study Scripture and pray together. This will enable 
us to address the more challenging questions of what it means to be faithful to Scripture and how the life of a disci-
ple of Jesus Christ is to be characterised. 
Ignorance is inevitable, but ignorance about the experiences and perspectives of everyone in our church communi-
ties can and should be addressed and taken into account in our teaching and learning about the foundations of our 
shared Christian faith. Taking Scripture and our tradition seriously does not allow us to ignore pressing pastoral 
issues.   
Because of our understanding  of  the authority for the faith, we will talk to each other with respect and a desire to 
learn more about this inheritance and about each other’s lived experiences and views.  
Cast out FEAR 
Central to our life as a Church are the sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion. These are a means of God’s 
grace to help us live holy lives that are obedient to God’s call. They are God’s gifts, not ours, and we receive them 
at Christ’s invitation and his alone. We are mindful that we are all sinners and fall short of what God asks of us 
each and every day: none of us is worthy to receive, except through the mercy and forgiveness of God.  
There is fear about ‘breaking ranks’ and speaking out. There is fear that if someone’s personal circumstances are 
known then friendships may be affected, or their ministry may be called into question. People may fear that if their 
views differ from their leader’s known views, this will affect them. These kinds of fear can corrupt our life togeth-
er, make individuals feel trapped and stop people from entering our churches.  
Can it be right that people live in fear of one another in our churches? 
Because of our understanding that the Church of England is there to care for everyone in the community, we will 
consciously demonstrate and live out what it means for perfect love to cast out all fear. 
Admit HYPOCRISY  
Central to our faith is the belief that while we were still sinners, Christ died for all. We remain fallible, weak and 
broken and yet are called to love one another as Christ has loved us. Jesus’ teaching and the letters to the early 
Church warn us against judgmentalism. We journey together knowing that the poor in spirit and those who know 
their need of God are blessed.  
Despite our deep disagreements, we nevertheless know ourselves held in the love of Christ, all equally in need of 
his grace and called to live together in love. As we do so, we pray that we will learn from one another and discover 
more of the challenge to holy living and the wideness of God’s mercy as the Spirit moves within us, among us and 
between us.  
Can it be right that there are situations where people feel forced to hide who they are, or where parishes find them-
selves evading these matters? We do not commend intrusive questioning. Rather, our aim is to shine a light on 
structures and practices that promote evasiveness that can be seen as hypocrisy.  
Because of our understanding that everyone is valued and loved on the basis of Christ’s redeeming love, life, death 
and resurrection, we will be communities marked by attentive listening, courtesy, kindness and the absolute belief 
that nobody is outside the love of God 
Pay attention to POWER 
Inequalities of power have led to abuses in the past and will continue to do so unless all who exercise pastoral care 
reflect continuously on the power that they hold. Issues of power must always be acknowledged. 
Matters relating to identity, sexuality, gender and relationships are deeply personal. Conversations relating to them 
must be carried out with utmost sensitivity to the real or perceived power that one may have over another. We need 
to learn to become more aware both of our own power and of our vulnerability to the perceived power of others, 
and to notice and call out when power is exercised inappropriately. 
Because of our understanding that Christ calls us in humility to regard others as better than ourselves we will not 
exploit any perceived or real power over others. We will encourage our communities to be places where everyone 
seeks to serve one another in the Spirit of Christ and to respond joyfully to his call to mutual submission.  
 

Lord of the Church forgive our failure to acknowledge and address our prejudices: open our hearts and minds 
to value those with whom we disagree; forgive the way we collude with silence and imprison others in it: give us 
courage to speak words that liberate and heal; forgive our reluctance to address our ignorance: lead us into the 
truth that will set us free; forgive the cycles of negativity that trap us in fear: cast out our fear with your perfect 
love; forgive our failure to admit our hypocrisy: give us grace to grow in self-awareness and personal integrity; 
forgive us when disparities of power undermine trust: shape our conversations with humility and mutual re-
spect; that we may live well together and rejoice to be disciples of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.  


