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Dear Friends, 
 

The challenges of the recent sixteen or so months can scarcely be put into words. We have experienced a tidal 
wave of disruption in every part of our lives, not least in our Church. It has been extremely challenging time for 
all people, with illness, suffering, loneliness and bereavement, and these things must not be overlooked as we 
move forward. I am very proud that St Columba’s has remained open (save the times when legally required to 
close) and I would like to begin this letter by paying tribute to all who have allowed this to be possible, thank you. 
Our worship has been somewhat reduced in this time, given legal restrictions, but for me, this has not changed 
the fact that the we fulfilled the Lord’s command to ‘do this in remembrance of me’ Sunday by Sunday, day by 
day. We now stand at a crossroads; as you will know, the vast majority of legal restrictions come to an end on 
Monday 19th July. This is undoubtedly a great moment for many, but for others, feelings of anxiety will emerge. 
We as the Church need to hold the two in balance; in the points that follow below I have done my absolute best, 
after much thought this last week, to try and do this. I must make it clear from the onset that this has not been an 
easy task. In effect, the government has essentially left all major decisions to me as the incumbent. Some people 
will be disappointed that I have not gone far enough and returned us to complete normality, others will think I 
have gone too far. To this end, I would like to say categorically, in light of the personal responsibility directive 
issued by government, that I have tried to preserve the freedoms we will enjoy, and at the same time, as far as is 
possible, to ensure the safety of all who come through our doors. You will know that many of the previous 
government directives are no longer enshrined in law – and therefore the responsibility falls to you to act 
appropriately, which I know you will do. Therefore, considering the guidance that has been released, I would 
comment on the following: 

 

• Signing in/QR Codes: all parishes were strongly advised during the pandemic to keep a list of those 
attending worship, or for parishioners to scan the QR code provided to aid NHS Track & Trace should it 
be required. We have never once triggered an NHS intervention. The QR code for the parish will be 
maintained, and names will be recorded (unless expressly indicated by you). If nothing else this is good 
pastoral practice so we can monitor if there is anybody missing from the congregation.  

 

• Face coverings: the government has noted that caution and safety must be the watchword moving 
forward. They have advised that face coverings, whilst no longer required by law, should be worn in 
‘enclosed and crowded spaces’. This move will be met with joy by many, equally, some within our 
congregation will want to continue to wear a mask. Each person will make the decision that is correct for 
them; please be respectful of their decision. I would urge you simply to consider the all the factors when 
making your decision. 
 

• Social distancing: legally, social distancing will come to an end on 19th July. As with face coverings, this 
will be welcomed by some, others will find this difficult. Some will want to keep a short distance as they 
feel comfortable and will be welcomed to do so. Others will not wish to, but it is important that nobody is 
made to feel uncomfortable in Church; their decision, either way, must be respected. If people so wish 
they can take a sheet on arrival which can be placed next to them requesting that some space be given.  

 

• Hand sanitizing: the Church has suggested the principle of keeping hands clean is one that should 
remain in our buildings. I support this position as it seems to make good sense and will help to reduce 
unnecessary risk. Gel will remain available in their current locations and should be used appropriately.  

 

• Sharing the peace: it has been our custom as of late to share the peace without physical contact in these 
last months. From an ecumenical perspective, the Roman Catholic Bishops have made our current 
practice obligatory in their churches. I would suggest that this is the correct way forward. Please bear in 
mind that exchanging the sign of peace is not required liturgically, verbal sharing is sufficient. It is the 
normal practice of the priest to share the peace with all present at the liturgy, for that reason the celebrant 
of the Mass will share the peace only in the verbal manner, for the protection of all, this includes after 
Mass also. If you choose to share the peace, please do so sensibly, and only with your immediate 
neighbours who are comfortable with this.  



• The chalice: the Bishops’ have indicated that this decision remains with the incumbent, and given the 
infection rate I do not believe it is appropriate for the whole congregation to receive the chalice. I 
understand that this will be painful for some, however, this is a belief shared by our Catholic brothers and 
sisters; they are not permitted to receive the common cup at present. It is important to remember the 
Church’s teaching on this matter, that if we receive the Blessed Sacrament in one kind – i.e. the host – 
then we receive Jesus in his entirety, body, blood, soul and divinity. We will not receive less grace than if 
we were to share the cup together as Christ cannot be separated in this way. Please bear in mind that in 
recent years, with various flus and diseases the chalice has been suspended for a time and then returned.  
 

• Receiving the Sacrament: personally, I feel that this is the most difficult of all the decisions in terms of 
how to proceed; I understand that this is the high point of the Mass for many – the point of communion 
not only with God – but with each other – include me as the priest. The use of face masks and the 
perspex screen has been difficult for some – a hindrance to communion; I acknowledge and accept this, 
noting that it is reassuring for others. I know that for those who find this difficult, it is because they 
understand that the priest acts in the person of Christ and therefore their face should be uncovered. There is 
no easy way to hold all of this in balance. I would like to suggest that from 19th July we receive 
communion standing, one by one. The priest will not wear a mask – but the host will be administered 
silently. The words ‘body of Christ’ and ‘Amen’, will be said by all, as at present. I hope this will maximise 
communion to the highest level allowing the largest number to receive. For those who feel uncomfortable 
with this, I would suggest that they retain their masks and extend their hands fully and likewise receive in 
silence, but consume immediately. Neither option is perfect – I hope this might be a way forward for all. 
 

• Congregational singing: the ban on singing has perhaps been the most hotly contested restriction over 
the last months, and for some, this has meant that our worship is so substantially different that they have 
felt uncomfortable without it. We will be able to sing come 19th July which I welcome wholeheartedly. 
The government has suggested that singing increases the risk of transmission and therefore mask wearing 
and social distancing are good mitigations. The guidance once again posits responsibility with the 
individual – I urge people to think about their own decision carefully. 
 

• Refreshments: have not been served in the interest of maintaining the safety of all. That, combined with 
the need for table service, limited to groups of six, has made the activity difficult. After Mass refreshments 
will return from 25th July. Table service is not required and no limits will be placed upon numbers who 
gather together. I would simply ask that common sense prevail and that space is given where requested.  
 

• Entrances and exits: the main entrance in and out of Church (the door that opens into the car park) will 
be used exclusively. However, please follow any other directions from me or the wardens. Needless to say, 
bottlenecks at the door are not helpful and may cause problems. Could I encourage you all when entering 
and exiting the premises not to linger in the foyer but rather to head into the open space. 
 

The procedures and changes described above will shape the celebration of the 9am and 10.30 Mass on Sunday 
and all in the week. As a temporary way forward, another Mass, which will be said, which will keep restrictions 
broadly as they are, will be celebrated on Sunday afternoons at 4pm; this celebration is to meet the pastoral needs 
of those who do not yet feel ready for larger liturgical celebrations or those who are ‘clinically extremely 
vulnerable’. As I began this letter I noted that the pandemic has caused much disruption; I know that it has 
caused disruption in the lives of the regular communicants. Can I take this opportunity to echo the excellent 
words of the Roman Catholic Bishops, in their document ‘The Day of the Lord’ in which Sunday Mass 
attendance is strongly encouraged: 
 

The celebration of the Mass… is the lifeblood of the Church. It requires our active participation and, to 
be fully celebrated, our physical presence…, we need to have in our sights the need to restore to its 
rightful centrality in our lives the Sunday Mass…We face the task of seeking to nurture the sense of 
Sunday as “a weekly gift from God to his people’… to see the Sunday Eucharist as food for the unique 
mission with which we have been endowed… the Eucharist should be the cause of our deepest joy, our 
highest manner of offering thanks to God and for seeking his mercy and love. We need to make it the 
foundation stone of our lives.  
 

Further details will follow when more information becomes available. Please do not hesitate to be in touch if you 
have any questions about future form of liturgical celebrations. There will be as Solemn Mass (with hymns) on 
Monday 19th July at 7pm which will be offered for the welfare of the Church and the whole people of God.   

 

Yours in Christ, 
Fr Daniel  


