
 

Dear friends  

Groundhog continues, although there definitely feels some light at the end of the tunnel. 

Hospital admissions are down and I for one am so grateful for having received a double 

dose of the vaccine.  A few weeks I caught covid and as a result so did my parents who 

had been in close contact with me.  I was particularly grateful that none of us ended up 

in hospital, especially my dad who would’ve certainly been hospitalised had he not 

received it.   

As a minister I have been party to debates over the years about science and God.  The 

two are often separated and in turn pitted against one another.  I on the other hand 

don’t understand why this has to be the case.  Surely the two can run alongside one 

another.  Is it not possible that God can be in the doctors and scientists who make these 

vaccines?  For surely with God anything is possible.  

I sense people are becoming more optimistic about the future and though we aren’t fully 

out of the water yet, there is a sense we are making real progress.  

I’ve particularly been enjoying the Euros and for the first time in 55 years I watched 

England finally beat Germany in a tournament.  One of the really pleasing aspects has 

been the return of fans, without which the game would not be a patch of what it is. 

Churches are no different, without people what is church?  It’s been really nice seeing 

people gradually begin to return to church and I really hope to see this continue, 

especially when Sunday school and singing returns. 

This is one beautiful church and community and it feels strange to think I’ve been here 

for 5 years now.  It has been a steep learning curve stepping up from a curate to a vicar 

and has undoubtedly had its’ challenges, but bar obviously personal bereavement, the 

ups have definitely outweighed the downs.  I must add what a delight it has been to 

serve and continue to serve St Michaels as your priest in charge.  Thank you for your 

ongoing love and support.  I believe we live in exciting times for the church and I do 

believe that we can make it the very heart of Flixton and beyond.  May you keep being 

guided and nurtured by a God who deeply loves and cares for each one of you. 

God Bless  

Revd Huw 

 

• LATEST NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Restoration & Development Trust  

The Trust are holding their Annual General meeting on Sunday 25th July in church at 

12noon. Please join us if you can.  Also, subscriptions for 2021 are due and if you 

haven’t already paid then please come along to the meeting or hand to Jean Rostron or 

Rev Huw. 

If you haven’t joined, further details and an application are available here 

www.stmichaelsflixton.org/restoration-and-development-trust  

Heritage Open Day  

September is the time of the year when buildings and places of interest open their doors 

to the public for free as part of the National Heritage Open Scheme.  Our Heritage Open 

Day is taking place on Saturday 18th September, between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.  Please 

put this date in your diary!  

http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/restoration-and-development-trust


The Restoration & Development Trust are hosting it and we are sure it will prove as 

popular as previous years.  Trust members are beavering away in the background to 

ensure that it is as successful as previous years, we have always received such positive 

feedback.  We are hopeful that there will be no government restrictions in place and that 

this will be a relaxed social day.  

As always, it would be great if you could come along and support us on the day and chat 

to our visitors or even volunteer as a helper.  Please speak to Jean Rostron if you’d like 

to be part of it. 

Church planning day 

Due to the extension of the coronavirus social distancing measures, this event has been 

postponed from its original from its original date in early July. 

Instead, this is now scheduled to take place between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. on Saturday 

11th September, and it will be held at St Michael’s School. 

• ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH RECENT AND UPCOMING SERVICES/EVENTS 

Sunday services inside our church building 

Our 10.15 a.m. service this weekend is being held on the fifth Sunday after Trinity.  Full 

details on how you can attend our socially distances services, including a downloadable 

service sheet, can be found here www.stmichaelsflixton.org/socially-distanced-services  

Online Sunday morning services, including our coffee mornings 

Our online service this weekend will be taking place at 11.30 a.m.  You'll be able to sing 

three beautiful hymns: ‘At the name of Jesus’, ‘Be still my soul’, and ‘Source and fount of 

all creation’.    

You’ll be able to participate in this service via Zoom using your electronic device, mobile 

phone or landline.  This service will also be available to watch via a simultaneous 

broadcast using Facebook Live, and later on in the day via our YouTube channel.  The 

service is accessible by a PowerPoint presentation which is shared on the screen. 

If you’d like to receive the details to log on via Zoom please subscribe to our full 

newsletter here www.stmichaelsflixton.org/emailnewslettersandaskingforhelp  

Family Praise 

Our monthly Family Praise service is taking place on Sunday 4th July at 4 p.m.  Revd 

Fiona Jenkinson will be leading the service from her home via Facebook Live, and this 

month’s theme is ‘What do you need?’  The service booklet is downloadable from our 

website and A Church Near You page. 

www.stmichaelsflixton.org/family-praise  

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/15892/service-and-events/events-regular/  

Online coffee mornings 

Our shift to online coffee mornings after our Zoom services has been popular, with a 

number of Zoom attendees staying on to have a chat, and people who have attended 

our church building service logging on to take part.   

They start at around 12.15 p.m. and last for no longer than 30 minutes.  This means 

they should be finished by 12.45 p.m. at the latest, but if you need to leave earlier that 

is fine as well. 

http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/socially-distanced-services
http://www.stmichaelsflixton.org/emailnewslettersandaskingforhelp
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If you’d like to receive the details to log on via Zoom please subscribe to our full 

newsletter here www.stmichaelsflixton.org/emailnewslettersandaskingforhelp  

Friday night prayer with Rev Fiona 

Rev Fiona’s night prayer services are taking place on a weekly basis at 9 p.m. each 

Friday.  You can watch live, and comment if you wish, by visiting our Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton.  You can watch previous week’s recordings on our 

YouTube channel. 

Please note, there will be no Friday night prayer on the 4th of June. 

Our Online Church 

We have already been sharing our services and prayers on our web and social media 

sites. If you don't know how to find these, please use the links below: 

• www.stmichaelsflixton.org   

• St Michael’s You Tube Channel  

• www.facebook.com/StMichaelsFlixton 

• https://twitter.com/StMichaelsFlix  

• www.instagram.com/stmichaelschurc

hflixton 

• GIVING AND FUNDRAISING 

Please continue to support St Michael’s Church 

Thank you all so much, as over the last year you have:  

• Donated over £2,000 via your online donations 

• Raised over £150 from your online shopping (via easyfundraising and 

AmazonSmile) 

Whilst self-isolating or socially distancing, you can still support our beautiful Grade II* 

listed building and churchyard in a variety of ways, as follows: 

1. Online donations can be me made at www.stmichaelsflixton.org/support-us 

2. Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you shop online! Over 

4,000 shops and sites will donate, so you can raise FREE donations for us no matter 

what you’re buying.  They even have fair trade retailers who work with 

easyfundraising as well.  These donations really help us out, so please sign up if you 

haven’t yet. It’s easy and free! You can get started at 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelsflix/?utm_campaign=raise-

more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=en-n2  

If you want to find out how easyfundraising works, please visit our website page at 

www.stmichaelsflixton.org/easy-fundraising 

3. If you have an Amazon account, please make your purchases using AmazonSmile 

instead.  It is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and 

shopping features as Amazon.co.uk.  The difference is that when you shop on 

AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price 

of eligible products to St Michael's Church.  A full explanation on how you can 

‘convert’ your existing Amazon account into an AmazonSmile one that supports St 

Michael’s can be found here www.stmichaelsflixton.org/shop  

If you do need to set up an AmazonSmile account please click here to get started 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1134769-0  

4. You raise money for us by searching on the web.  If you use easysearch as your 

search engine you can raise £20 a year for St Michael’s by completing 10 searches a 
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day.  To get started visit http://stmichaelsflix.easysearch.org.uk/ and save it as one 

of your internet browser’s bookmarks. 

 

• CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION AND PANDEMIC SUPPORT 

Latest coronavirus information and how this affects services being held inside 

St Michael’s Church building 

Rev Huw has requested that you all regularly ‘keep an eye on’ the latest advice being 

issued by The Diocese of Manchester and The Church of England on the current 

coronavirus situation.  You can do this in the following ways: 

• Diocese website 

• Diocese Facebook page 

• Diocese Twitter page 

• Church of England website 

• Church of England Facebook page 

• Church of England Twitter page 

Not using social media? 

If you aren't a confident user of a computer, laptop, tablet or phone when accessing 

information on the internet, and you don't use social media, then please start by visiting 

the Church's website.  Special sections have been created to help our congregation and 

the wider Flixton community, and they can be found in the section called Online Church. 

In the Online Church section, you can access a copy of the service booklets we are using 

during our online services, find links to online information to help you to stay 

physically and mentally healthy during this period, and a page to subscribe to receive 

this newsletter by entering your email address. You can in the News section watch our 

recorded services and prayers via YouTube option, and also see our social media posts 

(without having your own accounts) in the Facebook, Twitter and Instagram page links. 

Using and setting up Zoom 

Zoom can be found by visiting their website https://zoom.us and clicking on the 'sign up 

it's free' button'.  Once you have completed this process, please follow the steps on the 

image shown on the next page.  Alternatively, online help and guidance is available via 

Zoom or Gadgets Now.  Zoom can be used via your computer, tablet, or mobile phone, 

and mobile/landline phones (for audio only), and there is a downloadable app to use as 

well. 
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