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Updates on actions for sustainability at St Mary’s Church 
 

A message from Rev. Sally Wheeler “It’s lovely to see the churchyard 
bloom again now that some welcome rain has triggered the lush growth 
that made St Mary's churchyard a haven for wildlife, people and peace in 
2020. It is so good to see the increased footfall as locals and visitors linger 
and even picnic in our churchyard. We have become the 'poster picture' Eco 
project for the Diocesan commitment to achieve Net Zero Carbon by 2030.  
 

Looking back over our first year with the Eco church project it is wonderful how much has been 
achieved both inside and outside the church by a dedicated group of volunteers with help from others.  
 

The Garden of Remembrance is looking wonderful with Forget-me-Nots appropriately filling spaces in the 
borders until new plants are established, and a second bench installed. A true place of peace for reflection 
and remembering.  There is so much to give thanks for and to celebrate in all that has already been 
achieved as we plan for what comes next.”   
 

Bronze Award In August 2020 we achieved Bronze Award level as part of the Eco 
Church scheme, one year after we registered on this national programme.   As a 

congregation we aim to embrace environmental and sustainability issues in 
everything we do as a church.  This includes the way we manage our buildings and 
land, our worship, wider community outreach and our personal lifestyles. 

 

This award comes as encouragement to the group of dedicated volunteers who have 
worked so hard, especially in the churchyard.  If you would like to get practically 

involved, please make contact. The more the merrier! 
 

A new Churchyard Management Plan   Following a year of survey and discussion, a 
Management Plan for the churchyard has been agreed by the Parochial Church Council in 
March 2021. The approach we have adopted is one of ‘thoughtful evolution’. The aim is to 
maintain the unique atmosphere of this sacred space while enhancing its biodiversity and 
wider amenity value for the community and visitors. Contact Sally Kerr if you would like to 
see a copy of the Plan or join the group of volunteers doing regular gardening work:  
sallykerr105@outlook.com 

 

 Solar offers a ray of hope The solar array on our church roof has generated 
over 20 MWh of electricity since it was installed in 2016.  In response to the 
Climate Crisis more individual households are choosing to install solar panels 
and, increasingly, battery storage, to make full domestic use of the electricity 
generated. Marshfield Solar Streets is an initiative between Sustainable 
Marshfield and IDDEA to offer installations at discounted prices.  For further 
details email: solarstreets@sustainablemarshfield.org 
 

Bristol Diocese divests from fossil fuels 
Bristol has joined with 35 other Christian institutions and churches from 11 
countries to commit to its investments being and remaining free of holdings 
in coal, oil and gas. Alongside the Diocese of Oxford, it is the first CofE 
diocese to announce our divestment from fossil fuels.  All of us with savings 
or pension portfolios have the opportunity to consider switching to funds that help 
in the journey towards sustainability. 
 



Those who have gone before 
Marshfield History Society has spent many years documenting all 
known graves in the churchyard.  An annotated map of the 
churchyard was officially received be Rev. Sally at a special Choral 
Evensong on 16th May.  The map is accompanied by folders with 
details of all names and inscriptions.  It provides a fascinating 
historic and social record of former residents of Marshfield Parish. 

 

Small churchyard changes begin to make a difference 
Look carefully around the churchyard and you will see how we are 
gradually making changes to improve the churchyard.  An insect 
friendly Crimson Cloud hawthorn has been planted on the front 
lawn, replacing a low growing  evergreen. A section of dry stone 
wall along the box tree border near the main entrance has been 
rebuilt and the border is now being planted up. 

	

Composting for Zero Waste 
All green and woody cuttings stay in the churchyard to be composted as a soil 
conditioner for the more formal borders.  Our first bins were named after the 
four evangelists in the New Testament, Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John.  Four further compost bins have 
now been installed, bringing our total to eight.   Fittingly 
the new bins have been named by Rev. Sally after 
strong women from the Old Testament: 
Deborah; a leader of Israel and a woman of action  
Rahab; a bit of a rough diamond whose faith changed lives 
Ruth; a loyal daughter-in-law and hard worker who found happiness 
Esther; a beautiful, courageous woman in the right place at the right time. 

 

Oil Leak raises challenges  Not everything in the churchyard is going to plan.  In 
April we discovered a small leak into the soil from the oil storage tank feed pipe to 
the boiler room.  Remedial work is underway to dig out and remove the 
contaminated soil.  The longer term challenge is to work out how best to heat the 
church as we are all required to shift from fossil fuel-based heating systems.  These 
are questions that we will all have to wrestle with as householders. 
 

No Mow May….. June and July 
We are promoting the Plantlife national campaign encouraging people not to mow their 
lawns in May in order to provide an early nectar feast for pollinating insects.  In line 
with our new Management Plan we are leaving areas of churchyard to grow through to 
the end of July  before cutting back. This allows wildflowers to set seed and provides 
vital nectar to pollenating insects  Last year we identified over 100 species of wildflower 
and expect more in 2021. We also hope it’s a real feast for the eyes! 

 
 
 

 

Would you like to get more involved with Eco Church at St Mary’s? 
 

We are taking action across the five Eco Church themes: 
1) Worship and teaching   2) Managing our buildings   3) Managing our land  4) Community/global 
outreach  5) Our lifestyles 
 

If you have views on activities, have news/ideas for this newsletter, would like to get involved or offer 
support for our activities, please contact Eco Church at St Mary’s Co-ordinator, Peter Woodward: 
peterwoodward@questnet.co.uk or the Church Office marshfield.benefice@gmail.com 
 
 

 


