
Benefice of Benenden and Sandhurst 
Emerging from Lockdown 
(23rd July 2021; Iss.2) 
 
Last Friday evening the CoE Recovery Group issued its guidelines to applying the 
Governments Stage-4 of the Covid roadmap that came into effect on the 19th July. 
Since then the churchwardens of our two parishes and I have met to agree how to 
apply these guidelines and the lifting of the Covid regulations to our churches. 
 
Our starting point was knowing that whatever we decided we would not please 
everyone. We would either be moving too fast, too slowly, or doing things the wrong 
way! We have tried to adopt a reasoned and sensible plan, and have attempted to do 
our best to care for all those who come to our churches. We have set in place a set of 
common guidelines, with some variations due mainly to the physical differences 
between the buildings; these plans will be reviewed as circumstances change. 
 
The guidelines, set out below, are the result of our discussions. They apply to worship 
in our churches from Sunday 25th July 2021. They will be reviewed following the 
forthcoming services and in light of any changing circumstances in the Covid situation 
locally or changes in guidelines from the Government or CoE Recovery Group. 
 
 
Entry and Exit 
Entry to all church services will be through the main door of the church. 
Exit from the church service: 

- At St. George’s and the Mission Church, exit will be via the main, north door 
- At St. Nicholas, exit will be via the west door 

 
Hand Sanitiser 
Hand sanitisers will remain in place in our churches. While the use of sanitisers is 
optional, we strongly encourage you to use the sanitising facilities each time you enter 
our churches. The use of sanitiser is a sensible precaution. 
 
Face Coverings and Social Distancing 
The use of face coverings is optional in all three churches. However, we recognise that 
some may still be feeling anxious; if this is the case for you please continue to wear 
your face covering. 
If you see someone already in a pew wearing a face covering, please respect their 
feelings and right to do so by sitting socially distanced from them and/or wear a face 
covering. 
Social Distancing: 
The requirement to social distance in places of worship has been completely lifted by 
the Government. We recognise that this too will cause anxiety for some. 
 



We will therefore provide ‘safe zones’ in both St George’s and St Nicholas churches, for 
those who would prefer to sit socially distanced in an area where everyone is wearing 
a face covering. Outside the safe zones, you will not have to wear a face covering, 
though you may choose to do so. Please respect the views of others who may decide 
differently from you. 
 
At St. George’s: the “ticks and crosses” have been removed from all the pews on the 
left-hand-side of the church. If you wish to sit in a ‘safe zone’ please use the pews on 
the right hand-side of the church. (See also the note on “singing”.) 
 
At St. Nicholas: the “ticks and crosses” will remain in place for now; this will be 
reviewed for September. (Please continue to use alternating pews at St. Nicholas.) If 
you wish to sit in a ‘safe zone’ please use the pews on the right hand-side of the 
church. (See also the note on “singing”.) 
 
The Mission Church will be the only church in which a safe zone will not be allocated. 
This is because of the layout of the building. Ventilation in the church though is very 
good. Please respect the views of others when worshipping in this space. 
 
NHS Test and Trace 
Though not compulsory, we strongly encourage you, if you are able, to continue to use 
the Test and Trace App (using the QR code by the main entrance) or, if not, please 
would you record your name and contact details in the “Register”. (The Register will be 
stored safely after the service, and the records destroyed after 21-days.) “Test and 
Trace” is for everyone’s protection; we urge you still to record your attendance at 
services. 
 
Singing 
Congregational singing of hymns will resume from Sunday 25th July 2021. Face 
coverings will not have to be worn during singing. 
At St. George’s: if you would prefer not to sing, please sit on the extreme right hand 
side of the church. 
At St. Nicholas: if you would prefer not to sing, please sit on the right hand side of the 
church or in the rear pews.  
 
Peace 
For the time being, we will maintain a non-contact exchange of the peace prior to the 
Eucharist. 
 
Giving of Communion 
At all three churches, communion will be administered by “simultaneous 
administration”. i.e. as you prepare to receive, the priest will intinct your wafer with 
wine. (If you would prefer just to receive the wafer, please indicate this to the 
minister.) 
 



At St. George’s: 
- 8 o’clock services: Communion will be celebrated at the main altar with 

distribution at the altar rail; please remain standing to receive. (Otherwise the 
altar rail becomes a point of multiple contact.) 

- 10 o’clock services: Communion will continue to be celebrated at the portable 
altar, with distribution from the chancel step. (As the choir will be singing during 
distribution, we wish to minimise the risk of many people walking through a 
large choir as they sing.) 

On returning to your pew, please continue to observe the one-way system that has 
been in place for the past 16-months. (i.e. Come up the centre aisle, and return via 
the two side aisles.) 

 
At St. Nicholas:  

- 8 o’clock services: Communion will be celebrated at the main altar with 
distribution at the altar rail; please remain standing to receive. (Otherwise the 
altar rail becomes a point of multiple contact.) 

- 10 o’clock services: Communion will be celebrated at the main altar with 
distribution at the altar rail; please remain standing to receive. (Otherwise the 
altar rail becomes a point of multiple contact.) Communicants will be ushered 
forwards in groups of 8 to the altar rail. The choir may be singing at this point, 
but the choir is very small and the numbers receiving are smaller. If you would 
prefer not to come to the altar rail, please indicate this to the sides-person and 
Communion will be brought to you. 

On returning to your pew, please continue to observe the one-way system that has 
been in place in the nave for the past 16-months. (i.e. Come up the centre aisle, and 
return via the two side aisles.) 

 
At the Mission Church: 

- Communion will be celebrated from the altar. 
- The minister will distribute Communion by bringing it to you in your seat. 

 
In all three churches, the ministers will continue to wear a face covering at the point of 
distribution of Communion. If you would prefer to wear a face covering as you come 
forward (or as the minister approaches you in the case of the Mission Church) then 
please do so. The ministers will also continue the practice of hand sanitising before the 
Eucharistic Prayer as well as before and after distribution. 
 
Recording 
The services on the 25th July and 1st August will be recorded and made available on-line 
later. These may be the last ones; please let myself or the churchwardens know if you 
wish this to continue. (We are also working on how to live-stream the 10 o’clock 
services instead of recording them.) 
 
 
 



Refreshments after the service 
At St. George’s: 
Refreshments will be served from the table at the kitchen door. Please collect your 
refreshments and move away from the area straight away to make room for others. 
Please either sit at a table or feel free to stand. Wearing of a face covering is optional; 
social distancing is optional. Please be aware of and respect the wishes of others. 
 
At St. Nicholas:  
The serving of refreshments will commence in September. 
 
At the Mission Church: 
Refreshments will be served at the tables at the back of church. 
 
If you feel comfortable to do so, then please do stay after the service for a time of 
fellowship. If you would prefer to leave straight away to minimise this potential 
contact time, then please do so. 
 
Bell Ringing 
The restrictions on social distancing and the wearing of face coverings have been lifted 
by the Government; these are now optional for the ringers. This now means that the 
maximum number of bells in each church can be rung. The use of hand sanitising 
before and after ringing is encouraged. 
 
 
 
Finally 
Please be assured that the Churchwardens and I have given these matters 
considerable thought.  Throughout we have tried to balance the desire for increased 
freedom in worship and the safety of all those who come to our churches. We hope 
that we have got things right. If you have any concerns or observations, please speak 
to the Churchwardens, the minister, or myself. 
 
Keep well. Keep safe. Keep praying. 
 

 
Revd David Commander 
Rector 
Benefice of Benenden and Sandhurst 
23rd July 2021 


