
Coronavirus Guidance Update - July 2021 
 

With almost all legislation having been removed by the Government in Step 4 
on 19 July 2021, it is now for individuals to act responsibly instead of 

government rules or laws. However, with the increasing prevalence of 
Coronavirus cases, we must be cautious and aware of the heightened anxiety 

of individuals in our congregations. 
 

Our Church Council (PCC) met last week and discussed updating our 
Coronavirus guidance. PCC agreed that for the time being we should continue 

to stay as we have been for the last few months. The following was agreed: 
 

• We request that you sign-in or scan the Track & Trace QR code - although 

we cannot insist on it. 
 

• We ask you to wear a face covering whilst standing or moving about the 
building. However, it is acceptable to remove a face covering whilst sitting 

during the service. Again, we cannot insist you wear a face covering. 
 

• Use hand sanitizer wherever, and whenever, possible. 
 

• Use the church entrances and exits as directed and as they have been since 
re-opening. 

 
• Leave the building promptly at the end of the service and talk to each other 

outside. At present, we do not feel that it is safe to serve tea and coffee 
after the service, but this will be reviewed in the coming weeks. 

 

• We ask that you still wave to each other to Share the Peace rather than with 
a physical hug or handshake. 

 
• Only the priest will drink from the chalice on behalf of us all. Drinking from 

a shared cup still carries a high risk of cross contamination. Therefore, we 
will continue to receive Communion in 'one kind' - the wafer of bread only 

as previously requested by Bishop Paul. 
 

• One thing we all want to do is sing! So being cautious, we have decided to 
sing only one hymn for the time being. The hymn will be sung before the 

gospel reading. However, for your protection and those around you please 
wear your face covering whilst singing. 

 
In summary, although we are now limited in what we can enforce by law, we 

will continue with all previous measures on a voluntary basis except for the 

addition of singing one hymn whilst wearing a face covering. 
 

With the increasing numbers of infections, we should be careful. Bishop Paul's 
watchwords are local decisions for local situations within the law, and safety 

and assurance first. 
 

As the situation improves, we can relax or remove some or all the above 
restrictions. We thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 


