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Sunday worship will be at 10.00 in St. Mary’s or you can join in from home using the link below. 
This week the Reverend Prebendary Roger Vaughan will be leading our Holy Communion service  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82172796502?pwd=dm9PandVL1l6YTgzOFFTQzQ1L0NqQT09 
 

 

• A three-metre-high statue of St Chad has been unveiled in the new Hope 
Garden at Lichfield Cathedral. The work of Peter Walker, artist-in-residence at the 
cathedral, it depicts the figure of Chad, first bishop of Lichfield, one hand raised 
in blessing and the other opening the gospels. The statue was worked in 
Staffordshire clay and cast in bronze.  

•  Pilgrims set out early this month to follow in the footsteps of St. Chad, 
walking from Lindisfarne to Lichfield in stages over the rest of this year and into 
2022. They aim to be in Lichfield on St. Chad’s Day, March 2nd, to celebrate his 
arrival here 350 years ago.  
Bishop Michael says “This ambitious pilgrimage will commemorate the lengthy 
and often perilous journey of St. Chad from his home in Northumbria to the 
pagan nation of Mercia.”  
For more information about joining part of the walk, go to 
https://www.lichfield.anglican.org/pioneering-the-two-kingdoms-way.php or 
email twokingdomsway@gmail.com 

 
 
NEW APPOINTMENT ANNOUNCED: 
The Revd Dr Megan Smith will bring a wealth of experience and professionalism 
when she begins her new job as Archdeacon of Stoke-upon-Trent in October.  
She originally studied medicine in Manchester, specialising in Paediatric 
Intensive Care. Whilst living there, she spent time in church ministry, inner-city 
development work and prison visiting. She also studied Master’s degrees in 
Applied Theology and Medical Education. 
Following ordination in 2008, she spent a further five years juggling her curacy 
with full-time medical work. Since 2019 she’s been a full-time vicar in 
Nottingham and chaplain to the University. Megan says  
 “I am passionate about anything which helps people discover who God has created and called them to be. Other 
passions are gardening, mountains, cycling and lakes, baking bread, Aga cooking and generally living life to the full.” 
 

Lichfield Cathedral made headline news across the world when it 
opened its doors as a mass vaccination clinic in the spring, 
supporting the work of the NHS. And now the doors are open for a 
summer of science, creativity and spirituality. 
Events will include two free exhibitions, “Pioneers in Science” 
 (19 July to 30 Aug) which highlights the lives of scientists whose 
work has shaped the world around us and “The Laboratory” 
 (13 Aug to 1Nov) with family activities during the summer holidays 
and October half term.  In addition, “The Great Exhibition”  

(19 August to 30 August) is a light and sound event for which you need to buy tickets. It’s created by Luxmuralis, the 
team who bring the Christmas son-et lumiere events to the cathedral. Click here to book now 
 
St. Luke’s continue Thursday morning worship at 10am and Friday Bible Study at 7.30. The link is: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3558390555?pwd=ZlNvRVcxbHZ1VWRaUzhGS1Vqcy9QZz09 



The Reverend Noreen Russell reflects on a rite of passage that has been “put on hold” over 
the last year.  
 Birth, marriage and death- all are absolutely fundamental to our experience of living in this 
world. Every society, and all the major religions, have devised ceremonies - otherwise known 
as “rites of passage” - to give people the opportunity to mark their importance, by gathering 
together.  The last eighteen months of Covid-19 and lockdown have seriously affected all this. 
Weddings have been cancelled time and time again, crematoria have set their limit at ten 
people, and so on. 
 
 What about baptisms? Oddly, they almost seem to have ceased, but suddenly, we are 
delighted to say, we have three families seeking baptism in the next month or so in our 
benefice. Three babies/young children are going to be brought to church by parents wanting to put them on the first 
rung of the “Christian ladder”.  
Baptism has been part of the faith ever since Jesus sent out his first disciples to teach, and to baptise those who 
responded to their message. Baptism today is still a sign of faith, but comes in various forms. There is the baptism of 
babies, which we practise, on the basis of the faith of the parents and the desire to include their children in the 
Christian community. This, we trust, will in due course see the youngster coming to personal faith/confirmation. On 
the other hand, some feel that baptism should be for those who have already become Christians, and this is often by 
immersion. 
The symbolism is the same - “to baptise” means “to wash,” and the ceremony speaks of dying (going under the 
water) with Jesus, and rising to new life with Him. As the families come into church, we pray that they will be blessed, 
and know the love of God as they meet with the Christian community, and that their children will grow into people of 
faith. May God bless us all. Noreen. 
 

• We’re pleased to say that some other “rites of passage” will soon take place in St. Mary’s.  
July 31st sees the wedding of Daniel Evenson and Charlotte Carey, from Yarnfield. Then on September 4th 
Stewart Pemberton and Emma Drew from Beech will be getting married and their banns are read today. 

 

Please remember the friends and family of Paul Bell, Margaret Cherry and Pat Barley in your prayers at this time of 
bereavement.  
This week we pray especially for Yvonne Pynenburg who is not well and also Geoff Thompstone.  
We continue to remember in prayer Doreen Green, George Edwards, Richard Wenger, Valerie Stokes,  
Sylvia Loughhead, Nick Goacher, and all those who have concern for them.  
 
We think of friends we are not able to see so often - 
Pat Lawrence, Carol and Martyn Turner, Margaret and David Farr - and those who have continuing 
challenges: Fr. Paul Chavasse, Elaine Dulson, Geoff and Linda Foster, Helen Ladell, 
 Margaret McKnight and June Steed.  
 
Please continue to pray for Nicola’s friend Jessica, Jonathan’s girlfriend Maddie and Ann Ramsey’s daughter-in-law, 
Carol. 

 

Today’s Collect: 
Lord of all power and might, 

the author and giver of all good things: 
graft in our hearts the love of your name, 

increase in us true religion, 
nourish us with all goodness, 

and of your great mercy keep us in the same; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Readings for this Sunday: Mark 6:30-34,53-56, Ephesians 2:11-22 



PRAYERS FOR 7th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
 
O LORD MY GOD, I WILL GIVE THANKS TO YOU FOREVER (PSALM 30 V12) 
 
We give you our thanks and praise today for answered prayers over the last 18 months. We are thankful 
for all those people who have helped us through our troubles, who have shown us kindness, compassion, 
love and care.  
We pray you will bless them and keep them in your tender care and meet their needs. We think of all the 
people we know who have lost loved ones during this time and are grieving; Lord in your compassion, heal 
their hearts and give them Your peace that passes all understanding.  
Lord in your mercy hear our prayer.  
 
Father God, thank you for answering our prayers for a new Rector.  
We look forward to meeting Revd John Beswick Pallister, his wife Laura and children.  
Lord, we ask you to prepare him and us in the weeks to come as we await his arrival.  
Lord in your mercy hear our prayer.  
 
We bring our government to you, our Prime Minister and the Sage Committee and pray that on the  
19th July as restrictions are lifted that you give them wisdom to make wise decisions that will affect our 
country and welfare.  
Lord, bless our dear Queen Elizabeth and comfort her in her loss and grief after the death of her 
beloved husband, The Duke of Edinburgh.  
Lord in your mercy hear our prayer.  
 
Gracious Father as we go further into the following months, please be with the school children.  
Help them to catch up with the curriculum and bless their teachers too. We pray for their parents for 
patience when they have to home school.  
Lord bless Anna, our children’s worker and her helpers as they continue to lead the young children in 
Messy Church and St. Mary’s Toddler Group. Also the older children as they prepare to meet face to face.  
 
Lord as we hear on the news channels about wars, famine, drought, poverty, torture and cruelty in the 
continents of the world, we pray for those dispossessed peoples throughout the rest of the world, that you 
would bring peace and reconciliation to all who are suffering.  
 
We take a moment now Lord to think of our own church family who are mentioned on the newsletter, all 
who are unwell and in need of healing, whether physical, mental or emotional and ask you to meet their 
needs.  
Lord in your mercy hear our prayer.  
 
This is a prayer from a devotional:  Dear Lord, thank you that you meet us in our times of distress and give 
us the strength to carry on. Please come today to those in our world who feel their burdens are too heavy 
to bear, and give them your comfort. Amen  
Lord in your mercy hear our prayer.  
Amen.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer….      
 
      Thanks to Denise Snowball  
      for today’s prayers of   
      intercession.



HOLY COMMUNION ORDER 1 
Prayer of Preparation:  Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
As we gather at the Lord’s table, we must recall the 
promises and warnings given to us in the Scriptures 
and so examine ourselves and repent of our sins. We 
should give thanks to God for his redemption of the 
world through his Son Jesus Christ and, as we 
remember Christ’s death for us and receive the pledge 
of his love, resolve to serve him in holiness and 
righteousness all the days of our life. 
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 
The first commandment is this: 
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your mind, 
and with all your strength.’ 
The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 
There is no other commandment greater than these. 
On these two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets. Amen. Lord, have mercy upon us and 
write all these your laws in our hearts.  
 
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus 
Christ to save us from our sins, 
to be our advocate in heaven, 
and to bring us to eternal life. 
 
Confession: Let us confess our sins in penitence and 
faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live in love and peace with all. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, forgive us all that is past, 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on 
us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
Bible Readings 
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
 
Sermon 
 
The Creed: We believe in one God, the Father, the 
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the 
Virgin Mary and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



Prayers including the Collect 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
We do not presume 
to come to this your table, merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your manifold and great mercies. 
We are not worthy so much as to gather up the 
crumbs under your table. 
But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to 
have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ 
and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be 
made clean by his body and our souls washed 
through his most precious blood, and that we may 
evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen. 
 
The peace: The peace of the Lord be always with you 
 and also with you. 
 
Prayer of thanksgiving:  The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Almighty God and Father, your face is turned towards 
your world. In love you gave us Jesus your Son to 
rescue us from sin and death. Your word goes out to 
call us home to the city where angels sing your praise. 
We join with them in heaven’s song.: 
 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 

Father, we give you thanks 
for every gift that comes from heaven. 
To the darkness Jesus came as your light. 
With signs of faith and words of hope 
he touched untouchables with love and washed the 
guilty clean. 
This is his story. 
This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The crowds came out to see your Son, 
yet at the end they turned on him. 
On the night he was betrayed 
he came to table with his friends 
to celebrate the freedom of your people. 
This is his story. 
This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food; 
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said: 
This is my body, given for you all. 
Jesus then gave thanks for the wine; 
he took the cup, gave it and said: 
This is my blood, shed for you all for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this in remembrance of me. 
This is our story. 
This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup 
we celebrate the cross 
on which he died to set us free. 
Defying death he rose again 
and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world. 
This is our story. 
This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Send your Spirit on us now 
that by these gifts we may feed on Christ 
with opened eyes and hearts on fire. 
May we and all who share this food 
offer ourselves to live for you 
and be welcomed at your feast in heaven 
where all creation worships you, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 
 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
 Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 
 



Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with 
thanksgiving. 
 
 
Prayer after Communion: 
 
 Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
 
The peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.  
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 


