
Parish of St. Mary’s Swynnerton & St. James’ Cotes Heath 
July 11th 2021 (Sixth Sunday after Trinity) 

Contacts: Church Wardens Ray Lewney: 01785 760366, Terry English:  01782 796426, 
Ministry Team: Nicky Beasley,01782 856656, Doreen English, 01782 796426, 

Alex Baines, 07462 616426 June Steed, 01782 643183, Chris Stokes, 01782 796610 
Children and Families’ Worker: Anna Hawkins, 07725 124583 

Newsletter: chrisandjackie77@btinternet.com 
Sunday worship will be at 10.00 in St. Mary’s or you can join in from home using the link below. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82172796502?pwd=dm9PandVL1l6YTgzOFFTQzQ1L0NqQT09 
 

We are delighted that the Bishop has appointed the Revd John Beswick Pallister, Assistant Curate in the benefices of 
Betley and Madeley, to be Rector of Cotes Heath, Swynnerton, Standon and Tittensor.  

We look forward to welcoming John, Laura and their children to our benefice.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
John writes: “I am so delighted to have been appointed your new Rector. It was a joy to meet several members of the 
churches, and to hear of the passion you have for God and His mission. I am very impressed by your hard work, 
especially during the interregnum and the pandemic, and I look forward to working together to live and proclaim the 
good news of Jesus in these wonderful communities. 
With every blessing, John.”  
 

•  STUDENTS from Keele University have donated a stunning1,942 kg of food after clearing out their 
accommodation at the end of the academic year. As part of the 
university’s commitment to sustainability, it asked students in halls of 
residence to leave any usable food and toiletries in a designated collection 
point before heading back home. Warehouse manager at the foodbank 
Peter Till explained that this was the equivalent of more than 4,500 meals. 
He went on, "Thanks to all at Keele University for their help in arranging 
this year's collection in difficult circumstances." 

 
 

St. Luke’s continue Thursday morning worship at 10am and Friday Bible Study at 7.30. The link is: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3558390555?pwd=ZlNvRVcxbHZ1VWRaUzhGS1Vqcy9QZz09 



 

• It was good to be able to join with people across the country last weekend to voice our 
thanks for help and encouragement received over the last year. Many of us have much to be 
grateful for. If you should feel moved to express your gratitude in a tangible way, you may be 
interested in an appeal received from the Revd. Lynne 
Sparkes.  The enterprising vicar of St. Mary's Pickersleigh in 
Worcestershire, has decided to write to all the other 

churches with a dedication to St. Mary, to see if folk would be willing to 
make a small contribution towards their building project. Lynne’s church 
serves the community on one of the most income deprived estates in 
England, but their 1950s building is holding them back. They want to update 
and provide more accessible hospitality to the large numbers who pass 
through each week.  They hope that with the support of sister churches they 
may be able to reach their target. Details of their building project can be 
found on ACNY website.  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/8598 

  
 

• In churches across Europe congregations will be remembering St. Benedict, Abbot of 
Monte Cassino and the “Father of Monasticism” this Sunday. The rule for his monks, “Ora et 
Labora” – pray and work – meant eight hours of prayer, eight hours of sleep and the other 
eight hours in manual work, sacred reading and works of charity.  
 

• July 14th is a Holy Day in memory of John Keble, priest and poet, 
whose writings inspired the “Oxford Movement” in the nineteenth century. 
A familiar hymn includes an extract from his verses:  

•  
    The trivial round, the common task,  
    will furnish all we ought to ask:  

  room to deny ourselves; a road  
  to bring us daily nearer God. 
 

• And on 15th, it’s St. Swithun’s Day. The Anglo-Saxon bishop of Winchester is probably 
best known for the proverb associated with his name which says that if it rains on St. 
Swithun’s day, it will rain for 40 days.  

 
 
 
 
 

• Salisbury has become the first cathedral in the UK to gain a Gold Eco-
Church Award for its efforts to address the climate crisis. 
The award is organised by the nature-conservation charity A Rocha UK. 
There are currently 3500 churches signed up to the Eco-Church scheme, 
but gold awards are rare. 
To be eligible, Salisbury Cathedral pledged to be carbon-neutral by 2030, 
installed solar panels on the cloisters, initiated a survey of the 

congregation to encourage care for nature, created a nesting site for peregrine falcons at the base of the 
spire, installed bird, bat, and hedgehog boxes, and mapped the ecology of the Cathedral Close, discovering 
a rare form of dock. 
 If you want to find out more about caring for nature in our own parish, contact Ken Marchant or the 
wardens who will give details of our regular churchyard working parties. 
 



 

Please remember the friends and family of Paul Bell, Margaret Cherry and Pat Barley in your prayers at this 
time of bereavement.  
This week we pray especially for Yvonne Pynenberg who is not well and also Geoff Thompstone.  
We continue to remember in prayer Doreen Green, George Edwards, Richard Wenger, Valerie Stokes, 
Sylvia Loughhead, Nick Goacher, and all those who care for them.   
 
We think of friends we are not able to see so often - 
Pat Lawrence, Carol and Martyn Turner, Margaret and David Farr - and those who have 
continuing challenges: 
Fr. Paul Chavasse, Elaine Dulson, Geoff and Linda Foster, Helen Ladell, 
 Margaret McKnight and June Steed.  
 
Please continue to pray for Nicola’s friend Jessica, Jonathan’s girlfriend Maddie 
and Ann Ramsey’s daughter-in-law, Carol. 

                                                      
 

Sermon on Mark 6:14-29 
 
I’d like to begin with asking a question. ‘Do you think that evil wins?’ 
As Christians and a people of faith can we answer that with a definite ’no’ or 
‘yes’, or on some days the answer might even be, ‘I don’t know!’ We must all ask 
the question at some point ‘why there is so much evil in our world?’ 
We only need to see the images on the TV news or read of murder, senseless 
killings by suicide bombers, the rise of brutal regimes and the abuse of children.  
As people of faith, it can be difficult to know how to answer this tough question.   
 
I remember hearing of a true story quite some time ago that came to mind as I was thinking about this 
question. It happened many years ago and was the story of Jim Elliot, an American missionary who felt that 
God was calling him to tell a dangerous and uncivilised tribe in Ecuador, about Jesus. It took three years of 
jungle ministry, many hours of planning and praying and learning to speak Spanish to prepare to be able to 
converse with the Auca people. Named ‘Operation Auca’, Jim, along with four other missionaries, spent 
some time becoming friendly by dropping gifts from a plane and speaking friendly native phrases to them 
through an amplifier to build up trust between them. It had been Jim’s lifelong ambition to be a missionary 
and now the time had come to meet the Aucas face to face. The first few meetings went well until one day 
what seemed to be another friendly meeting turned violent and Jim and his missionary friends were killed 
by the Aucas. We might ask ourselves, where was God in that situation? Did he even care?  
 
In today's reading from Mark’s gospel, we have heard a really horrible story about the death of John the 
Baptist.  It’s the foolish murder of a good man whose only ‘crime,’ was speaking out. 
John the Baptist is a fascinating character. Scripture introduces him before he is born: his father was 
Zechariah a priest and his mother Elizabeth was also of a priestly family. After praying for a child for many 
years, the angel Gabriel meets Zechariah as he is offering incense in the sanctuary of the temple. He is 
greeted with the words 
'Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife will bear you a son, and you will 
name him John. You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the 
sight of the Lord’. 
John was a little unusual to say the least. A man living in the wilderness, dressed in clothes made from 
camel’s hair, with a wide leather belt and living off a meagre diet of locusts and wild honey. He preached a 
message of repentance and righteous living before God. His voice was the one that Isaiah prophesied 
about in 40:3, ‘A voice cries. In the wilderness, prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God’.  



Not everyone responded to John’s call, his preaching was bold, his words also reached the palace of Herod 
Antipas. John was unafraid to publicly charge Herod with violating the moral law by marrying his half-
brother’s wife, Herodias.  Under Roman law this was allowed but as Tetrarch and ruler over the region, this 
marriage was sinful. An angry and incensed Herodias held a grudge against John and wanted him dead. But 
as much as Herod wanted to please his new wife, he actually feared John, ‘knowing that he was a holy and 
righteous man’ and yet was still drawn to what he had to say. 
  
In the meantime, the ministry of John’s cousin Jesus, was becoming well known. His fame was spreading 
and there were stories of incredible crowds and miraculous healings. From his dungeon John sent word to 
some of his followers who had been faithful during the days before his arrest to go ask Jesus, ‘are you the 
one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’ 
 And Jesus sent word back, ‘go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the 
lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to 
them’. John must have been in no doubt now that Jesus was indeed the long-awaited Messiah that he had 
been preparing the people for. 
 
Then suddenly Herodias gets her chance. Herod throws a birthday party and all the important high-ranking 
leaders of Galilee attend along with military officers and the wealthy and prominent Galileans. You can 
imagine the scene with ‘anybody who was anybody’ celebrating at the palace with food and drink in 
abundance. And then there’s the entertainment - Herodias’ daughter dancing for Herod and his guests. She 
certainly touched the spot for Herod, no doubt under the influence of the best wine along with his fellow 
party goers, and he says, ‘ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it to you,’ and spurred on by his 
guests, no doubt laughing and cheering him on, he even vows to offer her up to half his kingdom! Unsure 
of what to ask for she goes to find her mother! 
And there it is in an instant, the chance for Herodias to do away with the man who is threatening their 
future and to get her revenge, and she tells her to ask for ‘the head of John the Baptist’. 
 Do we ever make a promise that we regret? The text says, ‘the king was exceedingly sorry’. But a promise 
is a promise and in front of all his important guests and to save face he can’t back down.  
And so, the story comes to a grim ending as John’s disciples come and take away his body and lay it in a 
tomb. 
Another victory for evil? There seems to be lots of those in this story:  greed, anger, ambition and deceit 
and now death.  
 
What can we say when it looks like evil wins?  As Mark tells the story of Jesus, does he indicate any 
difficulties, any stumbling blocks, any apparent victories for the other side, any moments when it appears 
that evil wins? He certainly does! The conflicts with the establishment, the arrest, the trial, the crucifixion, 
the miserable death. Is that the end of the story?  
The message of our faith says that evil does not have the last word. Operation Auca did not end with the 
death of Jim Elliot and his missionary friends and in less than two years, Jim’s wife and daughter and the 
sister of one of his friends were able to move to the Auca village. Many of the Aucas became Christians and 
they are now a friendly tribe!  
 The death of Jesus was not the end of the story either. So, what is God teaching us through his death on 
the cross?  And why did evil win at that moment? 
The Bible constantly reminds us that God is sovereign and is clear that he is in control, and Jesus taught 
that God the Father was absolutely sovereign in all things. (Ephesians1:11). The death of Jesus was also in 
the sovereign plan of God even to suffer the cruellest form of punishment in history. When we realise that 
God is in charge of everything it can bring comfort in the light of problems that occur. God allowed evil to 
win at that moment just as he allowed the death of John the Baptist. The death of Jesus was part of God’s 
divine plan to save humanity and is at the very heart of our Christian faith. It is through his death that our 
broken relationship with God is restored. For us this is the ultimate good news that is brought out of 
ultimate evil.  Amen. 
Nicky Beasley 



MORNING SERVICE: 6TH AFTER TRINITY 
 
Introduction: We have come together as the 
family of God in our Father’s presence 
to offer him praise and thanksgiving,  
to hear and receive his holy word, 
to bring before him the needs of the world, 
to ask his forgiveness of our sins, 
and to seek his grace, 
that through his Son Jesus Christ,  
we may give ourselves to his service.  
 
Confession: 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves 
and the truth is not in us.  
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and 
will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.  
Or 
I will arise and go to my father and say to him: 
Father we have sinned against you, and are not 
worthy to be called your children.  
 
Jesus says, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
close at hand. So let us turn away from our sin 
and turn to Christ, confessing our sins in 
penitence and faith.  
 
Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have 
done evil in your sight. We are sorry and repent. 
Have mercy on us according to your love.  
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from 
our sin. Renew a right spirit within us and 
restore us to the joy of your salvation, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from our 
sins, and restore us in his image, to the praise and 
glory of his name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
Creed: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
From there he shall come again to judge the 
living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Bible Readings:  
 Ephesians1: 3-14, Mark 6:14-29 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Sermon 
 
Prayers: 
 
Collect: Merciful God, 
you have prepared for those who love you 
such good things as pass our understanding: 
pour into our hearts such love toward you 
that we, loving you in all things and above all 
things, may obtain your promises, 
which exceed all that we can desire; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
Dear Lord as we pause right now and take time to 
be in your presence, we ask that you will meet 
with us. As we wait on you, we pray that we will 
hear your still small voice speak into our lives and 
the situations that concern us today. 
   
We thank you Lord for the progress that we are 
making through this pandemic and we say thank 
you to those who are leading us in places of 
authority. Thank you for our government and the 
scientists. These are people who we have 
thanked before but who continue to work under 
such pressure to find the best and safest way for 
us as a country to move forward. 
 
Thank you for the people who surround us and 
who help us on a daily basis whether that be 
through very small acts of service or through 
times of real crisis. Help us to see the needs in 
others and alert us to opportunities to step up 
and help, as we endeavour to be your hands and 
feet in this community.  
 
 
 



We thank you also for the exciting news that John 
Beswick Pallister his wife Laura and his two 
children will be joining our benefice as Rector 
very shortly. We thank you and trust that you are 
bringing the right man here for such a time as this 
to minister into your people. Help us Lord to be a 
congregation that will look to you and that will 
grow in faith and a desire to be closer in our 
relationships to you and to each other. 
 
We lift the members of our congregation who 
need your loving touch at this time and we 
include those who are sick, those who are 
bereaved and those who may just be struggling 
with life or their own situations. So much of our 
lives has been affected by this pandemic and 
there may be situations Lord that affect us as 
individuals only. These things may seem small to 
others but to those of us who are affected they 
feel like mountains. We just pause before you for 
a few moments as we lift our individual 
circumstances and needs to you. 
 
As we approach tonight and the football final, we 
lift your people to you. Yes, it would be lovely for 
the football to come home, but that means that 
there will be just as many fans in Italy who will be 
heartbroken. We pray protection over the 
women and families that live in fear of these 
events and the reprisals that come after.  Wrap 
your loving arms around those who may be living 
in fear right now and show us how to help and 
support them going forwards. 
 
Lord we say thank as we see the numbers rise 
week on week as our friends slowly return to 
church. We see your people coming back 
together again and ours hearts sing with praise to 
you. Glory honour and praise to you for the way 
that we have held together over this past 18 
months. Thank you that we have grown, 
worshiped, prayed and mourned together. Your 
community here at Swynnerton has continued to 
worship and praise you whether the doors have 
been open or not. Thank you that through the 
love you show to us we have been able to show 
love to others.  
 
 
 
 
 

As we move into the next chapter of our journey 
with John as our Rector, we ask that you will very 
much be at the centre of all that we do. Convict 
us to pray and to align ourselves with your will as 
we deepen our relationships with you and each 
other. 
 
In the words of the song, we ask that you be our 
centre, be our source, be our light, be our hope. 
Please Lord, be our song, be the fire in our hearts, 
be the wind in our sails and finally be the reason 
that we live. Amen 
 
 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen.  
 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the love of God and the fellowship  
of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore, Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to Doreen English 

for today’s prayers. 

 

 

 

 


