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21st July 2021 

 
Step 4 in the Gauzebrook Group 

 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
I hope and pray that this letter finds you well and safe as we have now crossed the threshold 
of the 19th of July, the day that many have called ‘Freedom Day’. 
 
It has been over a week since the announcement from Downing Street that we were moving to 
step four, and over a fortnight since we had a more detailed indication of what step four might 
look like. However, the specific guidance to churches was only published late last Friday and so 
only now (following much reading, thinking, and consulting others) have I been able to write to 
you with details of how our churches will begin to operate in this new chapter of our COVID 
journey. Of course, all of what I am about to say will be kept under close and regular review 
and will be updated as needed to reflect any new guidance as well as our own reflections as 
we learn to live with this horrible disease. Indeed, if you have any such reflections or concerns 
of your own, I encourage you to be in touch with me directly - I’d love to hear from you! 
 
The removal of legal restrictions on the 19th of July does not mean that the restrictions have 
disappeared. Instead the responsibility for making decisions about any restrictions has been 
handed to us both personally and corporately. As incumbent I have to decide what are the 
appropriately safe courses of action for our churches. Many will have felt that past restrictions 
have been unnecessary or overly restrictive, others will feel that the easing of restrictions will 
now put them at additional risk. In this complex mixture of both good and bad information, 
alongside much pragmatism, and of course heighten emotions and strong opinions, I hold on 
to some of the core of our faith as a guide to discerning what is right. 
 
The decisions I have had to make have been made in the context of 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 - 
that we, all of us, are the body of Christ, responsible to one another, and deeply respectful of 
those among us who are the most vulnerable, because, as Paul reminds us, their suffering is 
indeed our suffering. And as followers of Christ our imperative is always to love our neighbour 
as Jesus commanded, and in humility to do nothing out of selfish ambition, but to think of 
others as more highly than ourselves (cf. Philippians 2). In moving forward as a body, with our 
many different fears and concerns I pray that we can hold onto a unity in Christ which speaks 
volumes about we much we care for each other. 
 
Here is how we will begin… 
 



 

 

How we will operate in the Gauzebrook Group 
 
Hands… We will continue to ask you to use hand sanitiser as you enter the building, 

and as you come to receive communion, as this helps prevent the spread of 
COVID-19 via surfaces. 

 
Face… We will continue to require you to wear a face covering inside our churches 

as this helps to prevent the spread of COVID via droplet or aerosol. The 
government still very much “expects and recommends” that people wear 
face coverings in crowded and enclosed settings, but for us this is good news 
because it is also what will enable us to sing! 

 The exceptions to wearing a face covering at usual Sunday services are: 
- those with a medical need 
- the leader of a service whilst they are distanced at the front 
- those reading or praying from the lectern 
- and, whilst eating or drinking 

 
Space… We will now not be closing pews or spreading out chairs in our churches. 

However, we will be limiting numbers at our usual services to a nominal two 
thirds of the maximum capacity for each church. This will ensure that there is 
enough space for people to either sit together with or further apart from 
others as they feel comfortable. Clergy are being particularly careful to 
ensure this is the case when baptism parties are present for example. Please 
be mindful that others may not be comfortable with you sitting close to them 
and so do ask before you sit down and don’t be offended if the answer is a 
no!  

 
Test and Trace… We will continue to ask you to sign in, preferably by scanning the QR code 

with the NHS COVID-19 App, or if you are unable to do that then on a paper 
register. The government is still asking us to do this as it is a key means 
limiting the spread of COVID-19. 

 
Singing… Singing is now permitted - hooray!  
 Singing dramatically raises the potential for aerosol spread of COVID-19, and 

so may only happen inside our church buildings by those wearing a close-
fitting face covering. Surgical (non-woven) masks are the most effective at 
preventing spread (other than full PPE), and cloth face coverings are 
acceptable too. Plastic visors do not limit the spread of aerosol effectively 
and so are not acceptable for those who are singing. The only exceptions to 
this will be for those with a genuine medical need not to wear a face 
covering, and for socially distanced choirs or professional singers at the front 
of a service.  

 This corporate approach to wearing face coverings is really important 
because face coverings are most effective at protecting other people from 
you (and not so effective at protecting you from others) and so this is a real-
life, practical example of us showing love for our neighbour. 

 For extra reassurance it may help you to know that we will be ensure as 
much ventilation as possible in each church as this help reduce the effect of 
aerosol spread, although it may mean you think carefully about what to wear 
in church on a cold day! 

 



 

 

Communion… For the time being we will continue to receive communion only in one kind 
(just the bread). Sharing the common cup is a key moment of potential 
COVID transmission and so will not be brought back into use for us yet. The 
use of individual communion cups is prohibited by canon (church law). There 
is a possibility that simultaneous administration might be possible (this is 
where the president dips the wafer in the wine) but there are some practical 
difficulties with this, so we are keeping that under review for the time being. 
Of course, the president and those who help to prepare the vessels and 
communion elements will also be taking the utmost caution with hand and 
respiratory hygiene, and there is no pressure to receive should you feel 
uncomfortable about it. 

 
I hope you find this all information helpful, reassuring, and hopeful. Helpful in knowing what to 
expect when you come to church, reassuring that we are able to manage the risks due to 
COVID-19 in a way which keeps us all safe in each of our buildings, and hopeful that as we 
make our first, conservative steps into learning to live with COVID-19 that we can gradually 
move towards more and more freedom from the restrictions. 
 
I’m looking forward to belting out a hymn or two with you! In fact, here’s an extract from one 
of my favourites: 
 

In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light, my strength, my song… 

 
…and as he stands in victory 

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am his and he is mine 

Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 
 
With all love and blessings, 
 

 
 
The Revd Adam J Beaumont 
Rector, Gauzebrook Group of Churches 
 


