
 

 

  

EAGER BEAVERS SEEK RECRUITS 

Eager Beavers in the Earl Shilton Scout 

Group are looking for others aged six to 

eight to join them. 

Leader Vanessa Giling says:  “We are a 

fantastic youth organisation.  Your child will 

go on amazing adventures with others all 

over Leicestershire and beyond.  There will 

be camping, climbing, exploring, learning 

new skills and making new friends.” 

The group meets on Wednesday evenings from 

6pm to 7.15pm.  For more details contact 

Earlshiltonbeavers123@gmail.com or call 07985 

102604. 

 

The French chef Joel Robuchon, who died in 

2018 earned more Michelin stars (no less 

than 32) than any other chef in history.  But 

despite this, he didn’t overcomplicate his 

cooking.  He apparently said that a chef’s 

task is ‘not to make a mushroom taste like a 

carrot, but to make a mushroom taste as 

much like a mushroom as it can.’ 

I like that quote.  It reminds me of how 

often we try to be what we are not.   

Teenagers in particular are under so much 

pressure to conform to social media 

images, many of which are doctored to 

make the person look thinner, or their skin 

smoother than it actually is.  We begin to 

understand the damaging psychological 

impact it can have, as we compare 

ourselves to what is not real.  Even as a 51- 

year-old, I think I am much more conscious 

of how I look, than previous generations 

were at a similar age. 

continued in next column . . . . 

 

 

God bless  

Martin  
Martin Castle – Priest-in-Charge   
 

 

 

 

. . . . continuation  
 

Adverts are so good at drawing us in to 

desiring not just a particular product, but a 

particular lifestyle.  It’s not surprising that 

we find ourselves ‘lost’, wondering who we 

are, and detached from our true selves. 

God wants us for who we are – who we 

really are.  That’s partly what I find so 

captivating about the life of Jesus Christ.  His 

unconditional love for everyone was seen 

when he insisted that he stayed at the house 

of Zacchaeus, a hated tax collector who was 

so short he had to climb a tree to see Jesus 

in the crowds (see Luke 19 v 1-10).  I don’t 

think he was that happy in himself.   But in 

encountering Jesus, Zacchaeus found 

acceptance and his life became a generous 

one – he had begun to discover his true self. 

So, to go back to cooking, let God help you 

to discover the wonderful mushroom you 

are - and give up trying to taste like a carrot!                                          

Martin Castle         
Priest in charge 
 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

St Mary’s Tower Repairs 

The planned repair work has been completed, and the 
scaffolding came down in time for the first wedding.  A big 
‘thank you’ to all who gave donations towards the works to 
the tower.  Churchwarden, Dave Elliott, who oversaw the 
work on the part of the church declared ‘Fantastic, God at 

work!  I’m really humbled how people have pulled together, 
it’s an event in the timeline of our beautiful, much loved 

and iconic church and in a most difficult time.  An 
achievement for everyone involved.’ 
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 IN TUNE WITH GOD  

– IF NOT TONE! 

 

Next Monday, we have been promised, all 

Covid-19 restrictions will be lifted but 

whether that includes singing in places of 

worship remains to be seen. 

“I have been greatly encouraged by and 

thankful to all those who made kind 

comments about my vocal ability or rather 

lack of it,” writes Mitch Irving who had an 

article about this in last month’s issue. 

“One fillip I had was reading a piece by 

Baptist minister and Christian devotion writer 

Jonathan Edwards, not the athlete.” 

He said:  “Some people are tone deaf and the 

noise that comes out of their mouths could 

never be described as pleasant.  It feels very 

unfair that some people have the ability and 

others don’t. 

“However I believe that the focus of singing 

in the Bible is not so much on tunefulness as 

the heart.  What God is looking for is people 

who have a heart of love for him and who 

want to bring Him praise, whatever noise 

comes out.  The last thing that God wants to 

hear is beautiful melodies from a heart that is 

standing in opposition to Him.” 

Edwards adds that early in his ministry there 

were three men in the church who were 

always enthusiastic in their worship but 

unable to sing in tune:   

“I derived great pleasure from hearing them.  

They would never have won a recording 

contract but the noise they made declared 

where their hearts were.” 

 

 

 

DESERT ISLAND HYMNS 

This month’s castaway with her choice of the 

hymns which mean a lot to her and she would 

choose to have with her if ever marooned on a 

desert island is Ann Loveday who worships at 

St Mary’s. 

She says: ‘My school assemblies meant a lot, they 

lit the reason I’ve always been religious.  I used to 

sing my heart to….. 

• ‘ETERNAL FATHER STRONG TO 

SAVE’ (a rather ironic choice, in the 

circumstances ‘for those in peril on the 

sea’– Editor). 

 

• ‘Harvest festival is a favourite time.  I lived 

on a farm as a child, so my second choice 

has to be….’ ‘WE PLOUGH THE 

FIELDS AND SCATTER’ 

 

 

• ‘My third choice…                                          

‘THE MAN FROM GALILEE’ reminds 

me of the time when my girls attended 

church at Sapcote Methodist.  It was a 

really happy time. 

 

• ‘The fourth choice is a hymn that has a 

lovely calming effect…                                              

‘BE STILL FOR THE PRESENCE OF 

THE LORD’ 

 

• ‘My last hymn is….                                     

‘BREATHE ON ME BREATH OF 

GOD’ 

‘This hymn filled me with new life and 

resulted in my confirmation two years 

ago.’ 

**If you would like to be included in this 

feature, contact Mitch Irving on 01455 

842661. 

 

 

  

 

  

 



 

  

PCC EX-WARDEN THANKED 

At the July All Age Worship at St Simon & St 

Jude, also the first National Thank You Day, a 

presentation was made to Mitch Irving in 

appreciation of his service as church warden 

before he stepped down. 

Priest in charge, the Revd Martin Castle, 

presented Mitch with a voucher for Launde 

Abbey and a dove’s wings prayer candle holder. 

Mitch told “Saints Alive”:  “I did not have an 

opportunity at the time but now I’ve had the 

chance to gather my thoughts, I’d like to 

sincerely thank the ministry team and all my 

brothers and sisters in Christ at SS&SJ for their 

kind and very generous gifts. 

“When I stepped down at the APCM, Martin 

said I’d always had doubts about whether I was 

the right person for the job and that never 

changed, as my fellow warden Barbara Bowley 

will tell you.  He then went on to outline what a 

church warden should be and when I heard 

those things I wondered how I had got away 

with it for five or six years! 

“Martin often asks where we have seen God and 

although I did not realise it when I made my 

decision I am now sure He was at work in how 

things have worked out.  I was willing to give the 

church a year to find someone to replace me but 

it all happened in the week before the APCM 

when David Hall came forward. 

“Then when at his first PCC meeting in post he 

outlined the lengthy and complex procedures he 

faces in work to carry out repairs and 

improvements in the tower as well as light it, I 

thought ‘Thank God it’s not me’. 

“I’m sure He looked down and said to Himself 

‘Mitch there’s things coming up you won’t 

manage, I'll find someone who can’.  David is the 

ideal man for the job with all his abilities and 

experience, leaving me to continue my faith 

journey and, hopefully, carry on my service to 

the Lord in other ways.” 

 

CHURCH SERVICES IN AUGUST 

Sunday 1st   

9.15am – All age worship at St Mary’s 

10am – All age worship on Facebook 

10.45am – All-age worship at SS&SJ  

7pm – Prayers to End the Day on Facebook 

Sunday 8th 

9.15am – Holy Communion at St Mary’s 

10am – Holy Communion on Facebook 

10.45am – Holy Communion at SS&SJ  

7pm – Prayers to End the Day on Facebook 

 

Sunday 15th 

9.15am – Holy Communion at St Mary’s 

10am – Morning Worship on Facebook 

10.45am – Morning Worship at SS&SJ  

7pm – Prayers to End the Day on Facebook 

 

Sunday 22nd  

9.15am – Holy Communion at St Mary’s 

10am – Holy Communion on Facebook 

10.45am – Holy Communion at SS&SJ  

7pm – Prayers to End the Day on Facebook 

 

Sunday 29th 

9.15am – Holy Communion at St Mary’s 

10am – Morning Worship on Facebook 

10.45am – Morning Worship at SS&SJ  

7pm – Prayers to End the Day on Facebook 

 

Wednesdays 

9.00am – Prayers to Start the Day on Facebook (Holy 

Communion on 3rd Wednesday of the month) 

Thursdays 

9.00am – Prayers to Start the Day at St Mary’s 

 

Our Facebook Services are accessed through the St 

Simon and St Jude’s, Earl Shilton Facebook page and 

subsequently placed on the church webpages.  

 



  

CHANGES ON ST MARY’S PCC 

There have been a number of changes on 

St Mary’s Parochial Church Council. 

At the annual meeting Nigel Jackson, Linda 

Coleburne and Janet Kendall were elected 

as members and Nigel also agreed to 

become deputy warden to Dave Elliott 

who was again confirmed in post, having 

taken on the position last year. 

Thanks for their services over a number of 

years were given to former warden Pat 

Colson, Connie Abbott and Bob Jackson 

who stepped down from membership. 

 

HELLO, IS THERE ANYONE THERE? 

The Saints Alive team sometimes 

wonder if their efforts are in vain. 

Response and feedback is minimal 

and it would be great to hear from 

you, what you enjoy (we hope) and 

the things that are not to your liking, 

to help us in planning content in 

future issues. 

That content also does not have to be 

left to us as your contributions would 

be most welcome.  You could tell us 

about your faith journey for Living His 

Life, share your worship choices for 

Desert Island Hymns, come up with a 

quiz or puzzle, tell us about a Bible 

based book you enjoyed for example 

or send us an article. 

Contact Mitch Irving on 01455 

842661 with your views, ideas or 

offerings. 

 
 

Saint Mary’s Church Elmesthorpe 
 

Subscription Club - 2021/22 - ‘SMSC21’ 
 

We are holding a monthly Prize Draw to raise funds for Saint Mary’s Church. 
This will initially be based on the basis of 120 numbers being sold, on an annual basis, 

 of £12.00 per year, per number, payable, in advance, by cash or cheque only.   
Proceeds of the draw will always be shared on a basis of 50/50 income/prize money. 

 

Monthly Prizes 1st £30.00 2nd £20.00 3rd £10.00 
 

The first draw will be on Saturday 28th August 2021 and thereafter  
every last Saturday in the month (where possible) until 30th July 2022. 

 
All proceeds will be split between the designated churchyard fund (25%) 

 and the general church fund (75%) of Saint Mary’s. 
 

If you would like to take part, please contact: 
Richard Coleburne 846534 or Jenny Orton 840787 

 
Blaby District Council Lottery Licence No: BGSL0177 

 



CONTACT  - if you wish to get in touch please contact 

Revd. Martin Castle, The Vicarage, Maughan Street, Earl 

Shilton Leicester LE9 7BA  01455 843961  

revdmartincastle@gmx.com     

If you would like to contact one of our Church Ministers 

their contact details are as follows: 

 

Revd. Martin Castle (Priest in Charge)                    

– as above 

 

Revd. Pauline Cummins (Curate) 07703614905   

revpdcummins@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is back to anagrams and headlines this month.  

Remember anagrams are a rearrangement of the 

given letters to find the word in brackets and that 

the headlines require you to replace the question 

marks with letters, then mix them up to find the 

subject of the headline. All are Bible based. 

ANAGRAMS 
• A sud scam (city). 

• Undo mere toy (book) 

• Atom is a poem (place) 

• A calm hi (book) 

• Lithe base (woman) 

• Rip a gap (king) 

• A voter line (book) 

• Her beak (woman) 

• Doe can aim (place)   

 

HEADLINES 

• ?oung ?an s?ruggles t? pas?or fledgl?ng 

c?urch 

• R?naway ?lav? bec??es a Chri?t?a? 

• ?ongu? of fi?e sat u?on sudd?nly multilingual 

man 

• Prop?et foretells Jesus’ b?rth, de?th ?nd 

re?urrect?on 

• Man’s new?y given n?me to ?epre?ent an           

?nt?re nation 

 

 

Answers to July quiz. 

 

1.Krone, 2. Cheese & onion, 3. 1970,  

4. Spandau Ballet. 5. 1985, 6. Orange 

juice and vodka. 7. Celery, apple, 

walnuts, grapes and mayonnaise,        

8. 88, 9. Ear, 10. 11. 
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LET’S STICK TOGETHER -Help is needed in assembling 

Saints Alive each month. 

A volunteer would be useful in stapling together the pages 

once they have been copied thus saving time.  The job would, 

all things being equal, take only an hour or so, at the most. As 

Elmesthorpe accounts for three-fifths of the total issues 

copied and no-one from the village has been involved in 

production for some time, possibly someone from St Mary’s 

might offer their services but the post is open to anyone.  

Should two people be willing the time spent would be even 

less. 

If interested please contact Mitch Irving on 01455 842661. 

 

Victim and Survivor Invitation for Past Cases 

Review 2  

We seek to ensure that Church of England churches are safe 

places for people to attend and to take part in activities.  

Tragically, and shamefully, this has not always been the case and 

so the Church of England has been undertaking a review of past 

cases of church related abuse. 

There is still an open invitation to anyone who wants to make 

representations about their experience as a victim or survivor 

of church related abuse in this diocese to contribute to the 

national Past Cases Review 2 process which is ongoing in 2021. 

This in relation to the response they received from the Church, 

however long ago this may have occurred.  

Contact details below:  

Rachael Spiers, Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser: 07930 819 279 

Rachael.Spiers@LeicesterCofE.org 

Peter Holloway, Assistant Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser: 07930 887 

984 Peter.Holloway@LeicesterCofE.org  

Dedicated independent phone line run by the NSPCC: 0800 80 2020  

National Church of England Safeguarding Team: 

safeguarding@churchofengland.org  

There is also always an open invitation to come forward with 

information or make a new disclosure regarding church-related abuse 

or a request for support. You can read more about the Past Cases 

Review 2 online at: www.leicester.anglican.org/safeguarding  
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