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Services 
‘Our church building may now be closed, but 
the church definitely remains open – we’ve 
just gone online’!  
 
2020 will be known as the Year of Covid-19, and 
the year that interrupted everything. We at St. 
Mary’s experienced no different – change and 
new horizons; with a firm belief that whilst our 
building was closed for 5 months (March – July) 
in the year, the church as the people remained 
open. Our services moved onto YouTube as we 
shared online services with St. Michael’s in 
Felton. Even when services resumed in church 

in August, we maintained online services for many of our members who continued to shelter 
at home and for those who tuned in to our services from the village and beyond. Online 
services have introduced more creativity to our services and many of us are more familiar with 
a camera than we used to be! Some of that creativity has spilled over into our now regular 
services in church. 

 
Whilst services in church were restored, they were restored with 
restrictions including hand sanitising, social distancing, face 
masks and no singing. This became the norm, including for the 2 
funerals, 7 weddings and our Christmas by Candlelight services 
which utilised a new TV screen to play carols assisted by a small, 
socially distanced group of singers in the choir stalls to add to the 
atmosphere. 
 

Messy Church, our outreach to families, had a mixed report in 
2020 – we started well in January and February with over 20 

children and 20 adults meeting for creative and accessible worship. During lockdown we tried 
to take Messy church online with mixed success. However by December we had perfected a 
socially distanced Messy church which worked remarkably well for the 9 families who joined 
us to celebrate the birth of Christ.    
    

New outreach to Swarland 
In January, we began a new outreach to Swarland holding a relaxed 
service of Evening Prayer in Swarland Social Club on Sunday 
evenings. It was faithfully attended by St. Michael’s & St. Mary’s, 
great to pray in the community and to fraternise new parts of our 
community.   

 
Weddings hit the pause button  
Despite a special service on “Love Sunday” (16 February) which 
drew a congregation of 60 adults – many of them wedding couples 
and their families and over 30 weddings lined up for 2020, only 
seven took  place, and then only with restricted numbers.  The 
majority of the others have been postponed until 2021 or even 
2022. A few were sadly cancelled.   

 



Nothing could stop us praying – using every format available! 
Our Wednesday morning prayer group were determined to pray in 2020 come what may. 
During the year up to 15 people regularly met either in person, on a telephone conference call 
by Why Pay, or by zoom. The final solution was to hold the meeting in person in the church 
with others joining by zoom – shown on the screen in church. We have used a mixture of 
Common Worship & Celtic liturgies.  
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Life in the community 
Warm Hub  
In January, we launched a new outreach in our community 
room called the Warm Hub Lunch Club for those isolated in our 
community.  People enjoyed a hot two-course lunch and the 
chance to connect with friendly faces.  Lockdown stopped us 
in our tracks, but we did manage to change the model to a 
delivery one for Christmas, delivering a Christmas lunch and 
hamper to almost 90 isolated older people in the village. 
Thank you to Community Action Northumberland for making 
it possible! 
 
In addition to serving our community in this way, we also 
provide places for people to gather, meet people and have a 
good night out. This includes our Burns Night celebration, 
monthly film nights in the winter months and quiz nights. 
 
 

Website and Social Media  
Our website – www.stmaryslongfram.org.uk using the 
AChurchNearYou.com platform grew significantly in 2020, 
recording 24,351 page views, confirming that Covid has taken us 
into an age in which digital communication has become really 
important. Online services, latest news and events, the charities 
we support, and prayer resources can all be found on our website 
– check us out! 
 
In addition to our website, we started a Facebook page – 
#SMCLongfram with over 100 regular followers already! This year we have posted 70 times 
and reached an audience of over 4500.   
 

The team 
During the year Michael Hepper remained an invaluable member of the clergy leadership team 
alongside James, Lindsay Tanner assisted as a Reader until moving to Chester, Sam Palin 
was licensed as Reader and Deborah Ashcroft, Val Hetherington and Jane Kartupelis started 
leading services and preaching. There are always too many people to thank but thank you to 
Lindsey Briggs for producing a pew sheet each week, to Ian Watson for keeping us financially 
up to date, to Audrey Truman for her administration and building care and to both 
Churchwardens Roger Horne and Veronica Thomson. We would all be so much poorer without 
you! 
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