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Let us be still for a moment as we draw near to worship God... Take just a few 
seconds to remind yourself why we are gathered together today... Listen, God 
speaks even through the background noise of the world around us... 
Lord God, in this short time together, open our ears and our eyes to see your 
vision for this place and our part within it. Teach us, hear our prayers and 
enable us for service wherever you might take us, to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
 

This is your day 
and we shall praise you! 
This is your day 
and we shall declare your name! 
This is your day, 
and we shall worship a risen Saviour and our King! 
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Hymn: 
Morning has broken like the first morning. 
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 

Praise for the singing, praise for the morning. 
Praise for the springing fresh from the Word. 

 

Sweet the rain's new fall sunlit from heaven. 
Like the first dew fall on the first grass. 

Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden. 
Sprung in completeness where His feet pass. 

 

Mine is the sunlight, mine is the morning. 
Born of the one light Eden saw play. 

Praise with elation, praise every morning. 
God's re-creation of the new day. 

 

We say sorry: 
By your Grace we are forgiven, 
in your peace our lives are lived. 
By your touch we know healing, 
in your strength are we made whole. 
When this is forgotten, our focus on self, your face obscured, 
forgive and restore. 
Take our mustard seed of faith and let it grow, take root 
and blossom in our hearts and lives. 
Through our Saviour Jesus Christ 
and in no other name do we ask this. Amen 
 

Forgiveness proclaimed: 
May the God of love bring you back to himself, 
Forgive you your sins and assure you of his eternal love 
In Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayer for today: 
Lord, you have taught us 
That all our doings without love are nothing worth: 
Send your Holy Spirit 
And pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love, 
The true bond of peace and all virtues, 
Without which whoever lives is counted dead before you. 
Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake, 



Who is alive and reigns with you, 
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
One God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 17: 22-24 
Thus says the Lord GOD: 
I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; 
I will set it out. I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young 
twigs; I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 
On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it, in order that it may produce 
boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar. 
Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its branches will nest 
winged creatures of every kind. 
All the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD. 
I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry up the green tree and 
make the dry tree flourish. 
I the LORD have spoken; I will accomplish it. 
This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 66 
Let the praises of God ring out 
He is the source of our life 
 

Men: Let all creation rejoice in God; 
Women: sing the glory of is name 
Men: come and see the work of God 
Women: how wonderful he is to all people 
Men: he turned the sea into dry land 
Women: so his people went through the 
water on foot 
Men: there we rejoiced in him 
Women: in his might he rules for ever. 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to 
the Holy Spirit 
Let the praises of God ring out. He is the source of life 
 

Gospel Reading: Mark 4: 26-34  
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Mark: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

	



Jesus also said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 
ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and 
grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then 
the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he 
goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.’ 
He also said, ‘With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable 
will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, 
is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and 
becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the 
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.’ 
With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear 
it; he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in 
private to his disciples. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

Address 
At one time or another we’ll all have planted seeds, no doubt with mixed results! 
However, the potential of something so small to grow and produce is quite 
remarkable. Sunflowers are a favourite of mine – but how can one little seed 
can produce a plant that stands upto six feet tall, then a flower head that 
itself produces hundreds of seeds? It’s mind boggling! 
That’s part of God’s creation – and can “do” such amazing things, how much more 
we are capable of. It’s no less mind boggling what we can do and achieve, 



whether its life saving COVID vaccines produced in record time, to the 
possibility that our next generation will be able to “enjoy” travel into space… 
We rightly celebrate amazing achievements of others, but then all too easily 
belittle ourselves. “The “them” do that, not me, I’m just little, ordinary plodding 
me. NO, you are amazing, do remarkable things. They may not be recorded, they 
may not change the world, but they do change lives. 
You are called to be that unassuming seed, that with God’s grace and power, as 
his disciples, love and call, nuture and encourage others to recognise God and 
engage with God. That calling takes many different forms, the ways we chose to 
live our lives, how we focus on God in prayer and worship, in sharing our story 
with others. What we do to build up God’s kingdom, through serving others and 
in our Church community. 
Shortly, we’ll be offering various “jobs” and ways to serve God within Church, 
keep a look out for them. They’ll vary from filling the Church Warden vacancy, 
helping with Messy Church, help with communications, and so on. Maybe God is 
calling the amazing you to help, perhaps in an unexpected way, to use those seed 
gifts that he’s given you. 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
Let us declare our faith in God: 
We believe in God the Father, 
From whom every family  
In earth and heaven is named. 
 

We believe in God the Son, 
Who lives in our hearts through faith, 
And fills us with his love. 
 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
Who strengthens us 
With power from on high. 
 

We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Hymn: 
O Jesus, I have promised 
To serve thee to the end; 
Be thou for ever near me, 
My Master and my Friend: 
I shall not fear the battle 



If thou are by my side, 
Nor wander from the pathway 

If thou wilt be my guide. 
 

O Jesus, thou hast promised 
To all who follow thee, 

That where thou art in glory 
There shall thy servant be; 
And, Jesus, I have promised 

To serve thee to the end: 
O give me grace to follow, 
My Master and my Friend. 

 

O let me see thy foot-marks, 
And in them plant mine own; 

My hope to follow duly 
Is in thy strength alone: 

O guide me, call me, draw me, 
Uphold me to the end; 

And then in heaven receive me, 
My Saviour and my Friend 

 
Prayers: 
Lord God, we pray for all pastors, church ministers, missionaries and Aid 
workers who risk their lives for sake of spreading your gospel in word and deed. 
 

We pray for those who have been overcome with struggles of life, doubt and 
fear and for whom faith means nothing. 
 

We pray for the persecuted Christians in our world, for whom following Christ 
may mean much suffering. 
 

We pray for those who have been bereaved, those who are in physical, mental 
or emotional pain. 
 

Faithful God,  
Be with us as we seek to serve you so that we may reflect kingdom values rather 
than worldly values. We ask these prayers through the powerful name of Jesus, our 
Lord and Saviour.  Amen 
 



Lord’s Prayer: 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 Hallowed be thy name; 
 Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done; 
 On earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 But deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, the power, And the glory, 
 For ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Hymn: 
Beauty for 
brokenness, 

Hope for despair, 
Lord, in Your 

suffering world 
This is our prayer. 

Bread for the 
children, 

Justice, joy, peace, 
Sunrise to sunset, 

Your kingdom 
increase! 

 

Rest for the ravaged earth, 
Oceans and streams 

Plundered and poisoned – 
Our future, our dreams. 
Lord, end our madness, 
Carelessness, greed; 
Make us content with 

The things that we need. 
 

 

	



Lighten our darkness, 
Breathe on this flame 

Until your justice 
Burns brightly again; 

Until the nations 
Learn of your ways, 
Seek your salvation 

And bring you their praise. 
God of the poor, Friend of the weak, 

Give us compassion we pray: 
Melt our cold hearts, Let tears fall like rain; 

Come, change our love From a spark to a flame. 
 

God, we think of a seed in our hand. 
We see smallness, weakness, insignificance. 
You see potential, growth, significance. 
Tiny seeds grow by your power into huge trees. 
They provide food for the hungry and homes for the birds. 
From the darkness of the earth springs forth your life, your harvest. 
Your Kingdom is like a tiny seed. 
When we look at your church, and our own lives, 
we see smallness, weakness, insignificance. 
You see potential, growth, significance. 
Give us eyes of faith and willing hands to see your Kingdom grow in us. 
May we feed the hungry with food and the bread of life, 
welcome the homeless into your family, 
and gather the harvest you love has provided. 
In Christ's name and the power of the Spirit 
we commit our lives to you again. Amen. 
 
May God's Word be in your heart. 
May God's Word be on your lips. 
May God's Word be in your touch. 
May God's Word direct your feet. 
On this day and all your days to come 
May God's Word be the life you live. 
And the blessing… 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord In the name of Christ, Amen.	


