
Dear Friends 

 

A Bumper Update today, featuring: 

 

 COVID  

o updates  

o Vaccinations 

o Testing 

 About the Administration of Holy Communion during the Pandemic 

 This Sunday, 20th June: Local images at the Church of England National Online Service  

 POSTPONED: Bishop’s Study Day for clergy and LLMs on Wednesday 23rd June  

 3rd/4th July: Petertide Ordinations 

 Changes to marriage preliminaries from the beginning of July 

 PROTECT DUTY – Proposed legislation causing significant concerns for churches (Deadline 

2nd July) 

 Sunday 4th July Thank You Day 

 Tuesday 6th July 2 – 5pm: ‘’Sport and Wellbeing Mission Online Gathering”  

 Tuesday 13th July - Diocese of Ely: Racial Justice in our Churches 

 August Bank Holiday Weekend - Ely Diocese COP26 Pilgrimage 

 Starting this Autumn: Foundations for Ministry Course  

 Morning of 9th October: SSM event with Bishop Stephen 

 Safeguarding Dashboard for Parishes 

 

So here goes: 
 

COVID updates Coronavirus (COVID-19) guidance | The Church of England 

PUBLIC WORSHIP 

In line with updated Government guidance on wedding ceremonies from the 21st June the 

numbers who can attend a wedding are updated.  

Please remember all other measures at step 3 of the Government roadmap for places of 

worship still apply.  

Details here: COVID 19 advice on conducting public worship v3.5_0.pdf (churchofengland.org) 

 

WEDDINGS 

Key points: Following the Government’s four step roadmap out of lockdown we are currently at 

step 3 but the Government has made an allowance for weddings so that the number of attendees 

at a place of worship is the same as the risk assessed number for other worship services. 

In step 3 groups of 6, or larger groups where everyone present is from the same two households 

(or linked support bubble), can sit together. Everyone else will need to observe appropriate 

physical distancing at all times. 

Details here: COVID 19 advice for Clergy Conducting Weddings v6.3.pdf (churchofengland.org) 

 

FUNERALS 

Government guidance continues to permit as many people to attend church premises for a funeral 

as the covid secure capacity of the building allows. This is subject to the church carrying out a risk 

assessment and taking all reasonable measures to limit the risk of transmission of coronavirus. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/COVID%2019%20advice%20on%20conducting%20public%20worship%20v3.5_0.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/COVID%2019%20advice%20for%20Clergy%20Conducting%20Weddings%20v6.3.pdf


NEW: At a wake, the number permitted to attend has increased to the same number as for the 

funeral. This number applies both indoors and outdoors and does not include anyone working at 

the event. 

Details here: COVID 19 Advice on Conducting Funerals v5.9.pdf (churchofengland.org)  

 

COVID Vaccinations 
Are you aged over 40 and still waiting for your 2nd jab? You can have your 2nd Covid Vaccine after 

8 weeks, giving you the strongest protection. If you want to rebook your appointment, you'll first 

need to cancel your existing appointment at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-

19/coronavirus-vaccination/ or by calling 119. You can then book your second jab for an earlier 

time (as long as it's at least 8 weeks after your first jab). 

Are you aged 21 & over? You can book your Covid Vaccine now! 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-

vaccination/ or by calling 119. 

Cambridgeshire has hundreds of appointments available at Cherry Hinton, East of England 

Showground, Chesterton & Wisbech vaccination centres, as well as at local pharmacies and the 

Grafton Centre.  

Feel free to message your friends and family, especially if they haven’t been vaccinated yet. 

Questions about the vaccine? Here's some helpful information at this link, and at 

https://yourneighbour.org/vaccine-find-out-more 

 

COVID Testing 
The Bishop and his Senior Staff all make use of lateral flow tests at home before going out and 

about, thus making sure they aren’t surreptitious spreaders. This is good practice as recommended 

by the NHS, including for those vaccinated, and we warmly commend it especially to all of you 

involved in pastoral contacts, meetings and services, as well as private gatherings.  This has 

become especially important with the significant increase of infections in our region, and we 

should take this seriously indeed. 

The home kits are available free of charge, check here where you can pick up a box (it might be a 

local pharmacy).  

It seems a bit complicated the first time you do it but the instructions are clear and after two or 

three times it’s really easy and you get that good feeling inside that you’re highly unlikely to be 

spreading the virus! 

 

 

About the Administration of Holy Communion during the 

Pandemic 
Some notes for clarification. 

 It is important to be reassured and to reassure others that receiving Holy Communion 

in one species (whether only bread or only wine) still means receiving the body and 

blood of the indivisible risen Christ in their fullness. 

 If you wish to administer both bread and wine, please note that “simultaneous 

administration” does NOT mean individuals dipping/intincting their wafer into the chalice: 

this practice increases the likelihood of sharing (any) infection. Instead, if you wish to 

practice simultaneous administration, this means only the administering minister dips an 

edge of the wafer briefly into the chalice immediately before administering that wafer.  

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/COVID%2019%20Advice%20on%20Conducting%20Funerals%20v5.9.pdf
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Fcoronavirus-vaccination%2F&data=04%7C01%7CBishop.Huntingdon%40elydiocese.org%7C0e3cbdfbf9ed46bf4d4b08d93195dd0e%7C8cefe2afc6f544c4bbc3849ef05aafca%7C0%7C0%7C637595342153510039%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ZNyZ2fCu5bTr9l%2BotljKotV6fA6ULZwKDH89g7Re6OA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Fcoronavirus-vaccination%2F&data=04%7C01%7CBishop.Huntingdon%40elydiocese.org%7C0e3cbdfbf9ed46bf4d4b08d93195dd0e%7C8cefe2afc6f544c4bbc3849ef05aafca%7C0%7C0%7C637595342153510039%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ZNyZ2fCu5bTr9l%2BotljKotV6fA6ULZwKDH89g7Re6OA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Fcoronavirus-vaccination%2Fbook-coronavirus-vaccination%2F&data=04%7C01%7CBishop.Huntingdon%40elydiocese.org%7C0e3cbdfbf9ed46bf4d4b08d93195dd0e%7C8cefe2afc6f544c4bbc3849ef05aafca%7C0%7C0%7C637595342153519994%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Gv5gVhU54KTXndMpFFhrr3baNQraHHk%2B5eAcEWexYb4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19%2Fcoronavirus-vaccination%2Fbook-coronavirus-vaccination%2F&data=04%7C01%7CBishop.Huntingdon%40elydiocese.org%7C0e3cbdfbf9ed46bf4d4b08d93195dd0e%7C8cefe2afc6f544c4bbc3849ef05aafca%7C0%7C0%7C637595342153519994%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Gv5gVhU54KTXndMpFFhrr3baNQraHHk%2B5eAcEWexYb4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk%2Feasysiteweb%2Fgetresource.axd%3Fassetid%3D23333%26type%3D0%26servicetype%3D1&data=04%7C01%7CBishop.Huntingdon%40elydiocese.org%7C0e3cbdfbf9ed46bf4d4b08d93195dd0e%7C8cefe2afc6f544c4bbc3849ef05aafca%7C0%7C0%7C637595342153519994%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mvfbdqyYH3fsF%2FUWVbbKqIt5hFlDw49U5K2mp%2BFNwYE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyourneighbour.org%2Fvaccine-find-out-more&data=04%7C01%7CBishop.Huntingdon%40elydiocese.org%7C0e3cbdfbf9ed46bf4d4b08d93195dd0e%7C8cefe2afc6f544c4bbc3849ef05aafca%7C0%7C0%7C637595342153529949%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8l6n5mwgA220840J8N9Ii%2FDtIQlp%2BttGgNZrZ54x9Lk%3D&reserved=0
https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/#/


o As pointed out previously, simultaneous administration requires careful planning: 

You will need one hand to administer, and one hand to hold either the chalice or the 

ciborium – and then a high table on which the ciborium or chalice can stand 

(whichever you’re not holding). This means that this manner of administration only 

works well if you have people coming to you rather than the “roaming 

administration” that many of us practice currently.  

o HOWEVER, if you have people with coeliac disease in your congregation who require 

a gluten-free wafer, dipping a gluten-free wafer into the same chalice into which 

“normal” glutenous wafers have been dipped runs a significant risk of harming the 

person eating that wafer if they were at the higher end of the sensitivity scale. So if 

you adopt the practice of simultaneous administration, you have three options: 

 serve those requiring a gluten-free wafer first 

 use a separate chalice reserved for the gluten-free wafers only 

 give those requiring a gluten-free wafer . 

o Please note that if you adopt simultaneous administration, you will also have to cover 

the chalice for the duration of the Eucharistic Prayer while you are not wearing your 

mask (covering the chalice is not necessary if you are the only one consuming the 

wine). 

 And finally a reminder to reduce the risks of cross-infection: please keep the number of 

those handling communion elements and vessels to a minimum, with everyone before and 

during the service practicing strict hand hygiene with sanitizer. 

 

 

 

This Sunday, 20th June: Local images at the Church of England 

National Online Service  
Here is the trailer of this service which has been produced by pioneers connected with CMS. All the 

images were created during lockdown, in and around Huntingdon, several of which originate from 

a prayer walk created by the Revd Lloyd Davis during the first lockdown last year.  

The service will be available, as every week, from 9am on Sunday here The Church of England - 

YouTube and here (1) The Church of England | Facebook  and here  (1) The Church of England 

(@churchofengland) / Twitter 

 

 

POSTPONED: Bishop’s Study Day for clergy and LLMs on 

Wednesday 23rd June  
We are identifying a new date for this and will circulate details as soon as that is 

possible.  Apologies for the late notice. 

 

 

3rd/4th July: Petertide Ordinations 
Please find attached a prayer booklet for your use. 

 

 

Changes to marriage preliminaries from the beginning of July 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVgeR3KduDo
The%20Church%20of%20England%20-%20YouTube
The%20Church%20of%20England%20-%20YouTube
(1)%20The%20Church%20of%20England%20|%20Facebook
https://twitter.com/churchofengland
https://twitter.com/churchofengland


Please note the attached clergy newsletter about this which reflects the changes in immigration 

laws following the UK’s exit from the EU.  

In the light of this the Guidebook for the Clergy - May 2021 (publishing.service.gov.uk) is about to 

be further updated, and training resources are due to be made available on the General Register 

Office website. 

 

 

PROTECT DUTY – Significant concerns for churches (Deadline 

2nd July) 
Following terror attacks, a new Protect Duty is proposed for public places, and is likely to fall on 

churches. This email is to ask your help and action. A national CofE response will count as ONE 

response, we need lots of individual responses to make sure the legislation will be manageable, 

proportionate and realistic for all our churches 

What is the Protect Duty, why are there concerns and how will it affect us? See an easy read 

here: Unintended Consequences of the Protect Duty (frlukemiller.blogspot.com).  

The Duty will be on all those who run spaces open to the public to assess risk and take action to 

mitigate terrorist attack. As it stands the Duty is unclear and could be very onerous, expensive, and 

possibly pass responsibility from perpetrators to victims.  

Because the criterion is capacity of venue rather than actual numbers attending, the legislation 

could lead to us having to close churches to the public or put yet more burdens on volunteers. 

Please will you respond and fill in an admittedly clunky consultation form - but even filling 

in parts of it with concerns will help.  

We want our churches to be open to all, not least for “non-members”, and in this we may be 

somewhat different from other Places of Worship. 

The focus on capacity as opposed to numbers in attendance does not reflect the reality of how 

churches work. 

The Protect Duty has a wider ranging effect on communities because of the need as it stands to 

train volunteers; have a ‘duty manager’ etc.  

Of course we want to protect people but the measures need to be proportionate to risk. It seems 

churches could be seriously damaged by suffering from unintended consequences of the Protect 

Duty. 

The consultation details can be found here: Protect Duty - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk),  

and the Consultation Questionnaire is here: Protect Duty: making the public safer at publicly 

accessible locations (homeofficesurveys.homeoffice.gov.uk) 

Deadline is 2nd July. 

 

 

Sunday 4th July Thank You Day 
The Together Coalition (with a steering committee chaired by the Archbishop of Canterbury) is working 

across the country with communities and organisations to build the first ever National Thank You Day on 

Sunday 4th of July.  

Aim: to celebrate all that has got us through the past 18 months - inviting communities throughout the UK 

to get together to say Thank You to everyone who has helped us - from shopkeepers and teachers, to the 

friends, families, next door neighbours and people from our places of worship and community groups.  

Through this incredibly difficult year, we know that churches throughout the UK have particularly stepped 

up and gone above and beyond, reaching out to their communities from all backgrounds to run food 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/987322/Guidebook_for_the_Clergy__May_2021_V1.1.pdf
https://frlukemiller.blogspot.com/2021/05/unintended-consequences-of-protect-duty.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/protect-duty
https://www.homeofficesurveys.homeoffice.gov.uk/s/1D4SQ3/
https://www.homeofficesurveys.homeoffice.gov.uk/s/1D4SQ3/


banks, hold online prayers and worship, connect with those who are lonely, to provide much needed to 

support to those who have lost loved ones and so much more. 

 Distribute cards in your service that people can fill out and pass on to the people they want to thank 

or even do it via social media.     

 Find a tree, a wall, some railings or another suitable spot and invite people to hang / write messages 

of who they want to thank to create a photo opportunity before they are distributed.   

 Share a moment of thanks with other faith groups in your community in a local space.  

 Host a thank you breakfast or tea party for your neighbours of other faiths or no faith to thank them 

for being there during the pandemic. 

 Organise a litter pick or tree planting with people from different backgrounds to thank our 

environment for getting us through.  

Go to the website to see more and for resources. 

 

 

Tuesday 6th July 2 – 5pm: ‘’Sport and Wellbeing 

Mission Online Gathering”  
The National C of E Sport and Wellbeing Project will be hosting an online gathering on 6th July 

2021 2-5pm.  

There will be an opportunity to hear about the National Sport and Wellbeing Project and from 

some of the pilot dioceses involved, Bishop Libby Lane as Lead Bishop for Sport and other 

individuals and organisations involved in the community of sport, fitness and wellbeing.  

Meeting Registration - Zoom 

 

 

Tuesday 13th July - Diocese of Ely: Racial Justice in our 

Churches 
 Online event at 7pm 
 

The Church of England is for all people, in all places, from all backgrounds. At the same 

time, the recent Panorama programme showed that people experience exclusion in our 

churches. At this event, we hear from people from minority ethnic backgrounds what they 

want to say to our churches. 
 

We encourage all who haven’t yet seen the Panorama programme to view it here. 
 

Our speakers: 

 Staffan Dawkins, now at St Paul the Apostle, Tottenham, a majority-black church, formerly 

a Curate in Ely Diocese 

 Zarine Jacobs, a member of the Ely Cathedral congregation 

 Sue Butler, Pioneer Minister in Landbeach and a member of the GRT (Gypsy Roma 

Traveller) community 

 Caroline Buckley, a member of the GRT community 
 

Programme: 

7:00 Introduction and opening worship 

7:20 First dialogue: Staffan Dawkins and Zarine Jacobs (including Q&A) 

7:50 Break 

8:00 Second dialogue: Sue Butler and Caroline Buckley (including Q&A) 

https://thankyouday.org.uk/
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwldOyurzMvGNVE3JQ6GexjqjPyg1yweaLZ?fbclid=IwAR02QF4QzdsS9RFnfrVIVzeil2GiPhdrBpBiOTVjtN3lN4GlbmClOOxNVl4
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fiplayer%2Fepisode%2Fm000vc34%2Fpanorama-is-the-church-racist&data=04%7C01%7Cmark.rodel%40elydiocese.org%7C3a1ef4f84777434e3d8608d921c26d2a%7C8cefe2afc6f544c4bbc3849ef05aafca%7C0%7C0%7C637577941254937639%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=AoahSmHZo4walyCtfi2X%2FBXNPRaWfx%2FPXeuc38h%2Bmco%3D&reserved=0


8:30 Reflecting on what we have heard in breakout rooms 

8:50 Next steps and Closing prayer 

9:00 Close 
 

To register, go to: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/diocese-of-ely-racial-justice-in-our-churches-tickets-

157085223131 

  

 

August Bank Holiday Weekend - Ely Diocese COP26 

Pilgrimage 
A group of us are going to meet a contingent from Norwich Diocese around 5pm on Saturday 28 

August in Kings Lynn.  We will take the baton (whatever it is!) into Ely Diocese that evening, and 

then walk across the northern part of Ely Diocese over the next few days (Monday 30 August is the 

bank holiday), to pass on the baton to Peterborough Diocese.  We will end our pilgrimage at Little 

Gidding. 

Anyone is welcome to join for the whole walk or for any part of it.  

If your church is en route, then we'd like to hear from you to arrange places where we can use the 

loo and refill our water bottles.  We will also need a couple of drivers each day who can ferry 

people back to their cars as necessary. 

If you're interested in any aspect of this, whether walking or providing support, please email 

revd.jennygage@gmail.com to be kept up to date with the plans. 

 

Starting this Autumn: Foundations for Ministry Course – is 

this for you? 
Foundations for Ministry – Diocese of Ely Foundations for Ministry is a 1-year non-accredited course 

delivered by the Eastern Region Ministry Course (ERMC). This course is both for those already 

exercising, or looking to exercise, a leadership role in an area of ministry in their local church, such 

as leading Bible study or prayer groups or children’s ministry. It is also a good option for those 

exploring a vocation to licensed lay or ordained ministry in the Church of England. It serves as a 

good preparation for further training and (re-)introduction to the academic side of ministry 

training. The course will enable participants to develop their biblical and theological understanding 

and consider this in relation to issues and situations that affect individuals and communities. 

See attached document for details. 

 

 

Morning of 9th October: SSM event with Bishop Stephen 
Save the date: the morning of 9 October 2021. 

Bishop Stephen will meet with all who class themselves as SSMs - and that can include clergy who 

are unpaid or part-stipended or house for duty, in full-time secular work or in full-time parish 

ministry or anything between, or anyone in an associate role. 

More details to follow nearer the time. 

 

 

Safeguarding Dashboard for Parishes 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fdiocese-of-ely-racial-justice-in-our-churches-tickets-157085223131&data=04%7C01%7Cmark.rodel%40elydiocese.org%7C3a1ef4f84777434e3d8608d921c26d2a%7C8cefe2afc6f544c4bbc3849ef05aafca%7C0%7C0%7C637577941254937639%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Gz%2F5%2BAuu7wqnbUU5HhqRjp0tk7L5Z0kAga21lJexkVU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fdiocese-of-ely-racial-justice-in-our-churches-tickets-157085223131&data=04%7C01%7Cmark.rodel%40elydiocese.org%7C3a1ef4f84777434e3d8608d921c26d2a%7C8cefe2afc6f544c4bbc3849ef05aafca%7C0%7C0%7C637577941254937639%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Gz%2F5%2BAuu7wqnbUU5HhqRjp0tk7L5Z0kAga21lJexkVU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:revd.jennygage@gmail.com


Safeguarding in the Church of England has changed considerably in recent years and is likely to 

continue changing in the foreseeable future.  

New policies and procedures are making churches safer, but they have also brought a significant 

increase in the amount of administration for safeguarding officers. Safeguarding Dashboards is 

addressing this challenge by making safeguarding administration simpler for everyone. 

Through the Diocese of Ely you can access and use this free of charge, many parishes are already 

benefitting from this. Is yours? 

To sign up for the Safeguarding Dashboard or for further information please e-mail Sarah King at 

sarah.king@elydiocese.org   

You can watch a short video explaining the Safeguarding Dashboard in more detail here. 

 

 

MDR for Clergy 
Thanks to the volunteers, the Interim MDR is having its test run outing this week, more soon! 

 

 

And finally, 
this week’s Alternative Collect is one for many occasions: 

 

Faithful Creator, 

whose mercy never fails: 

deepen our faithfulness to you and to your living Word, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

Blessings! 

+Dagmar 
 

mailto:sarah.king@elydiocese.org
https://vimeo.com/315725141
https://vimeo.com/315725141

