
          St Luke’s News 27th June 2021 
 
Dear friends, 
          By the time you are reading this, a new vicar for our benefice - i.e. for  
the churches in Standon, Swynnerton with Cotes Heath, and Tittensor – may 
have been appointed. The interviews are taking place on Friday, with two  
candidates expected to come and look round the parishes, and then be  
assessed by a panel consisting of diocesan representatives and members from  
each church chosen by their P.C.C. (Church Council). 
          For various reasons, not least the Covid 19 pandemic, the last eighteen months have been very 
difficult for churches. Congregations have, until recently, been unable to worship in church, opportunities 
for fellowship and prayer together have been limited, as has pastoral work (visiting in homes, hospitals 
etc), apart from telephone contact. This has put quite a heavy burden on church wardens and other 
leaders, to whom we are enormously grateful for their commitment.  
          In our case, of course, a vacancy, also lasting roughly eighteen months, has not made life any easier. 
Now, we can hopefully - and prayerfully - look forward to a new phase in our church life. So, what 
differences do we expect to see? In other words, what are vicars/priests/ordained people actually for? 
          I remember going on retreat just before my own ordination, and someone said, quite emphatically, 
“Ordination is for leadership.” I have thought about that a good deal recently, some 25 years down the 
line, and while I still feel that it’s essentially true, circumstances have changed significantly. At St. Luke’s, 
for example, we now share a minister with other churches, whereas when we first came to Tittensor in 
1975, we had our own vicar in the vicarage on the A34, and he had ample time to do his job - church 
services, work with children, pastoral visiting, etc, etc. Two vicars later (I think), it was said, in a P.C.C 
meeting, “Your job, vicar, is not to do the work of ten men, but to get ten men working.” 
          The phrase “collaborative ministry” is widely used today, to describe the way in which people - 
ordained or not - work together, in preaching the Gospel, and witnessing to their faith in many, many 
ways. Christians are gifted and equipped by the Holy Spirit to build up and encourage one another in the 
faith, as well as to reach out into the community and the wider world with the message of God’s love. It is 
no longer a “one-man (or woman) ministry, for the person in the dog-collar. Yes, of course, we need 
leadership, but a large part of his/her job is to share that ministry, and encourage every member of the 
congregation to play their part in extending the Kingdom of God here on earth. 
          So, we wait to see what will happen on Friday - and also in the months and years ahead. May God 
bless us with faithful and committed leadership, and with (our own) growth in prayer and godliness.   
Every blessing for the future, in our church, in our village, and in the wider benefice.                Noreen. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
There are lots of ‘little people’ taking 
advantage of our benches around the 

village. How many can you spot? 
 

 

 



 
 
A Swift Rescue! 
          While cycling on the A34 last Tuesday I spotted that the church clock was slow. It happens with a 
change in weather. 
          Later on, when I was climbing up the tower to adjust, I heard a fluttering and  
squeak, and found a juvenile (I think) swift trapped in the clock weight box. Once  
grounded they are unable to relaunch themselves so I carefully and calmly picked it  
up, talking softly and made my way down the tower ladder and outside. He seemed  
no worse for the ordeal and was calm in my hand. So, I said a brief prayer, stood on  
the old stump and launched it into the air. Its wings spread out, and after a couple of  
faulting wingbeats he was away. I stood with tears in my eyes as it circled around the  
tower as much to say "thank you" to me before heading off over the A34 towards the  
Manor. 
          Normally I would not have gone to see to the clock until Thursday or Friday. If I hadn’t gone on 
Tuesday I doubt if it could have lasted two days without food or water.  God can work in many ways, I'm 
just glad he chose me to give this little swift a second chance.     Martin 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Morning Prayer Service at St. Luke’s Church on Sunday 27th June  10.00 
The service will be streamed on YouTube from 9.45 onwards – search for St. Luke’s Church Tittensor and 
on Facebook.  Available later on our A Church Near You pages.  
 
ZWITT Thursday morning worship 10.00 and Friday evening Bible Study on Zoom:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3558390555?pwd=ZlNvRVcxbHZ1VWRaUzhGS1Vqcy9QZz09          
                                    Meeting ID: 355 839 0555      Passcode: 758581 
 
Church email:              stlukestittensor@gmail.com                    Prayer Coordinator:  Win Growcott 01782 372714                     
Church Wardens:       Pam Lowe 01785 819244                           David Porter 01785 818178    
Ministry team:            Rev Noreen Russell 01782 372992          Paul Graetz 01782 372356 
                                       Freda Bishop 01782 372924                     Alan Lowe 01785 819244 

A Church Near You  https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4551/ 

 

Chris from Orange Blossom Yoga is coming to the Church Hall! 
 
Tuesday 20th July 10-11am will be the first class (restrictions permitting). 
A new, simple booking system is now open. Just click on http://www.orangeblossomwellbeing.co.uk/ 
The class needs to be pre-booked and pre-paid. If anyone is uncomfortable doing this online then if 
you text Chris on 07730618970 or email her and she will gladly sort it out for you. 
 
For the foreseeable future, she can no longer lend her kit out so please make sure you have your own 
kit including a yoga mat and strap/belt.   Any questions, please contact Chris. 
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