
News & Notices 

Sunday 20 June 2021 Trinity 3 

Services this Sunday: 

Sunday 20 June 10am Worship on Zoom 

Meeting ID: 892 3975 4057 

Passcode: 451180 

After Church Coffee, with Sunday School in a breakout room 

Meeting ID: 853 8456 0028 

Passcode: 251147 

This Sunday's readings... 

8am & 10am 

2 Corinthians 6.1-13 

Mark 4.35-41 

 

If you do not have a Bible at home, you can find them at http://www.biblegateway.com 

 

Collect for this week 

God our saviour, 

look on this wounded world 

in pity and in power; 

hold us fast to your promises of peace 

won for us by your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Thought for the Week... 

Be an encourager for God! 

 

As I look back on my journey with God in life, since I recognised who He is and started in faith to 

try to live according to His ways, I always tried to practice listening to others and being a person 

who encourages others, in particular those who are going through a difficult time. 

 

Obviously, this is something that I am still learning every day, and this is an area that more and more 

is needed within our families and communities. If there's one very real thing we are seeing today it is 

the need to be a listening ear and a voice of encouragement to others; reaffirming that we will come 

out of these challenging times together and that hope is available to all of us! 

 

Verses from the Bible remind us of this in Nahum 1:7 “The LORD is good, a refuge in times of 

trouble. He cares for those who trust in him”. The context of this verse is that at this point in 



history, the Israelite people were under the oppression by the Assyrian empire. If you read these 

passages from the Old Testament you will no doubt see that their oppression was cruel and brutal. 

 

In the Assyrian capital of Nineveh, things were so wicked that God declares to destroy the entire 

empire twice. And this prophesy could not come at a better time as it gave Nahum and the Israelite 

people hope that they would soon be able to return from their exile back to their promised land. 

This verse is vital because even in the midst of oppression and struggle, God is a source of strength. 

His goodness is independent of our circumstances, and though we may not always feel his blessing 

directly, we are covered by his grace and power. 

 

How do we then take this verse to our context? May I take this opportunity to encourage you 

today, this week at this moment in time. As we are going through changes entering a 'new normal' 

yet again, and the prospect of having some sort of freedom again, one thing is for sure, many of the 

people who live in our parish are contemplating these changes with anxieties, worries and 

nervousness. So, a time for all of us as the Church is upon us when we give some time to listen to a 

friend, visit them or give them a word of encouragement. 

 

God has given each one of us a way to encourage one another, whether you are good at listening, 

talking to someone, walking with someone or perhaps helping in practical ways like gardening, 

shopping and so on. These are some ways of encouraging one another, I would like to encourage 

you today to just do that one thing that you can give to someone as a way of encouragement. I pray 

that this week we will find a way to encourage one another and be encouraged ourselves by God's 

faithfulness in all things and at all times. 

Giovanni 

Please pray for... 

 

* Those who need prayer:- Lynne, Connor, Nadine and Marian 

* Those who grieve for:- Tony, Graham and Winifred 

* Those living in: Stour Close, Swale Road and Sycamore Road 

* For Nathan and Elsie being baptised here this month, and for Emma being confirmed 

 

We believe that God answers prayer and are pleased to pray in our Sunday services and through the 

week for particular individuals on the minds and hearts of the congregation. 

 

Helen McCulloch coordinates prayer requests.  If you would like us to pray for somebody known to 

you (with their permission) who is sick, grieving or in some other kind of need, please contact her. 

 



All she needs to know is a first name and whether they should be placed on the “those who need 

prayer” or “those who grieve for” lists. 

 

Prayer requests received by 9am Wednesday will be in the Sunday notice sheet.  Prayer requests 

received after 9am Wednesday will be in the next week’s sheet.  All names will remain on the list for 

4 weeks initially – please contact Helen again if you would like us to continue to pray. 

 

Please continue to communicate prayer requests via the WhatsApp Prayer Share group.  If you 

would like us to add those names to the prayer lists in the news sheet, please let Helen know by 

clicking here (mailto:hmcculloch@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

Post COVID appeal... 

Dear All, 

 

The pandemic has had a significant impact on every one of us as individuals.  And as we return to 

some form of normality with restrictions being eased, it is sad to note that the crisis has had a 

detrimental impact on the church's finances.  Our usual income stream apart from the church giving 

which has provided the safety net which allows the church to provide pastoral service needed within 

our community stopped but costs of running the church and its premises continued (even though at 

reduced capacity.  And this is where you come in, this is an appeal for regular standing order 

donations (which is the preferred option) and one off donations from you to support the church as 

we move from uncertain times to normal times.  And by signing a gift aid form if you are a taxpayer, 

you can stretch your donation even further without incurring additional costs. 

 

Charitable giving is held to be the ultimate perfection of the human spirit, because it is said to both 

glorify and reflect the nature of God. To give and support the enhancement and advancement of 

God's kingdom is divinely infused into the soul; it resides in the will and most importantly the will of 

God.  Scripture teaches us that it is the willingness to give, not the amount, that is the most 

important. 

2 Corinthians 9 verse 7 states that,’Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to 

give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver '.   Please help the church 

continue providing the wonderful services we know are needed in our community.  Ibiye 

(Treasurer) 

 

The banking details are below; 

Name of Account: St Francis of Assisi, Strood 

Account Sort Code: 00013417 

Account Number: 40-52-40 

mailto:hmcculloch@blueyonder.co.uk


Giving Children a voice at St Francis... 

 

Our Sunday school children are fantastic!  Here is their prayer of hope for St Francis Church, as we 

prepare to regather after all these months on Zoom. 

 

Safeguarding awareness training available to all Church goers. If you would like to take part in this 

training, please contact Antonietta for information by clicking here 

(mailto:safeguardingstfrancis536@gmail.com?subject=Safeguarding%20Awareness%20Training) 

What's on this week: 

Wednesday 11.30am Midweek Communion 

Onsite - bring a sandwich if you'd like to stay for lunch 

 

For your diaries... 

As we venture into setting up a Messy Church in South Strood these training dates offer an 

opportunity to take time to seek God's vision and to explore what it means to run a Messy church 

in the context of St Francis. 

During the next 3 months we will be spending time thinking about activities, roles, practical 

involvement, etc. keeping in mind the bigger picture and the reasoning behind all that we do as a 

Church to connect our local community with God. 

These dates are: 

03.07.2021...On your marks! 

07.08.2021...Get set! 

04.09.2021...Go! 

 

Place: St Francis Strood 

Time:   9.30am - 11.30am 

 

For more information on this please email here pioneer.stfrancisstrood@gmail.com 

 

============================================================ 

Holiday Activities and Food Programme with Medway Council: 

Medway Council are seeking to work in partnership with us to deliver a programme of holiday 

activities and food for vulnerable children during the school summer holidays.  It will run from 

Tuesday to Thursday each week in August, out of St Francis Hall.  It is a fantastic opportunity, but an 

ambitious programme to put together quickly.  Do please pray for this and please contact Giovanni if 

you would like further information about how to get involved. 

mailto:pioneer.stfrancisstrood@gmail.com


Medway Foodbank are in need of some specific items at the moment. Please do collect and drop 

into church on a Sunday morning or Wednesday lunchtime (when the church is open for worship) 

or drop to the Vicarage. 

Follow us on the these platforms: 

** Twitter (http://www.twitter.com/stfrancisstrood) 

** Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/StFrancisChurchStrood) 

** Website (https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9943/) 

** YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj6jaNdvpJm2wMBbR3KMYtg) 

** Instagram (https://instagram.com/sfstrood?utm_medium=copy_link) 

Copyright © 2021 St Francis Church, All rights reserved. 

You're receiving this email because you have previously shown an interest in St Francis Church. If 

you would rather not receive our emails you should unsubscribe. 

 

Our mailing address is: 

St Francis Church 

Galahad Avenue 

Rochester 

ME2 2YS 

 

For all email enquiries please email office.stfrancisstrood@gmail.com 

 


