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News & Notices 

Please note this News and Notices replaces the one sent earlier today. 

Sunday 27 June 2021 Trinity 4 

Services this Sunday: 

Sunday 27 June 10am Worship in church, with Sunday School 

 

We are so glad to be welcoming you back to the building this Sunday.  Please wear a face covering 

and follow directions of the sidespersons with regard to seating. 

This Sunday's readings... 

8am 

Jeremiah 11:1-14 

Luke 9:51-62 

10am 

2 Corinthians 8.7-15 

Mark 5.21-43 

 

If you do not have a Bible at home, you can find them at http://www.biblegateway.com 

 

Collect for this 

Gracious Father, 

by the obedience of Jesus 

you brought salvation to our wayward world: 

draw us into harmony with your will, 

that we may find all things restored in him, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Thought for the Week... 

This week we return to the church building for our main 10am service, leaving behind the world that 

has been ‘zoom worship.’ This is a significant moment both for us individually and as a worshipping 

community. Whatever our feelings towards ‘zoom church’, it has been a place where we have had 

opportunity to gather at a time when gathering was not possible, it has given us an opportunity to hear 

and receive God’s Word, at a time when in person that was not possible, and it has been a time when 

we have been able to bring our collective prayers before God. So we do have much to be thankful for. 



 

Being community is as important for us today as it was at the time of the bible. It is hard when we are 

not able to be community as we would like. Yet this week we return to the ‘house of the Lord,’ maybe 

with rejoicing just like those in the bible who returned to the temple after their period of exile - the 

people were reminded that ’the joy of the Lord is [their] strength,’ (Nehemiah 8.10). Yet the people 

came with many feelings including weeping and grief alongside the joy and excitement. 

 

As we navigate back into the building, each of us changed by the last 16 months, recognise that we 

each come with different feelings about it. But remember, that the joy of the Lord is indeed our 

collective strength. 

 

Sharon 

Please pray for... 

 

* Those who need prayer:- Lynne, Connor, Pam, Nadine and Marian 

* Those who grieve for:- Tony, Graham, Winifred and Steve 

* Those living in: Tamar Drive, Tern Crescent, The Mews and The Shades 

* For Nathan and Elsie being baptised here this Sunday, and Emma being confirmed 

 

We believe that God answers prayer and are pleased to pray in our Sunday services and through the 

week for particular individuals on the minds and hearts of the congregation. 

 

Helen McCulloch coordinates prayer requests.  If you would like us to pray for somebody known to 

you (with their permission) who is sick, grieving or in some other kind of need, please contact her. 

 

All she needs to know is a first name and whether they should be placed on the “those who need 

prayer” or “those who grieve for” lists. 

 

Prayer requests received by 9am Wednesday will be in the Sunday notice sheet.  Prayer requests 

received after 9am Wednesday will be in the next week’s sheet.  All names will remain on the list for 4 

weeks initially – please contact Helen again if you would like us to continue to pray. 

 

Please continue to communicate prayer requests via the WhatsApp Prayer Share group.  If you would 

like us to add those names to the prayer lists in the news sheet, please let Helen know by clicking 

here (mailto:hmcculloch@blueyonder.co.uk?subject=Prayer%20request) 

Confirmation, Sunday 27th at 6pm: 



We are delighted that Emma is being confirmed this Sunday evening at St Justus Church.  

Unfortunately, COVID restrictions mean that we cannot all go there in person to support her. 

However, please do join the service online at  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_MPFXt_W9k 

Please pray for Emma as she takes this step of commitment this weekend. 

Post COVID appeal... 

Dear All, 

 

The pandemic has had a significant impact on every one of us as individuals.  And as we return to 

some form of normality with restrictions being eased, it is sad to note that the crisis has had a 

detrimental impact on the church's finances.  Our usual income stream apart from the church giving 

which has provided the safety net which allows the church to provide pastoral service needed within 

our community stopped but costs of running the church and its premises continued (even though at 

reduced capacity.  And this is where you come in, this is an appeal for regular standing order 

donations (which is the preferred option) and one off donations from you to support the church as we 

move from uncertain times to normal times.  And by signing a gift aid form if you are a taxpayer, you 

can stretch your donation even further without incurring additional costs. 

 

Charitable giving is held to be the ultimate perfection of the human spirit, because it is said to both 

glorify and reflect the nature of God. To give and support the enhancement and advancement of 

God's kingdom is divinely infused into the soul; it resides in the will and most importantly the will of 

God.  Scripture teaches us that it is the willingness to give, not the amount, that is the most important. 

2 Corinthians 9 verse 7 states that,’Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to 

give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver '.   Please help the church 

continue providing the wonderful services we know are needed in our community.  Ibiye (Treasurer) 

 

The banking details are below; 

Name of Account: St Francis of Assisi, Strood 

Account Sort Code: 00013417 

Account Number: 40-52-40 

Giving Children a voice at St Francis... 

 

Our Sunday school children are fantastic!  Here is their prayer of hope for St Francis Church, as we 

prepare to regather after all these months on Zoom. 

 



Safeguarding awareness training available to all Church goers. If you would like to take part in this 

training, please contact Antonietta for information by clicking here 

(mailto:safeguardingstfrancis536@gmail.com?subject=Safeguarding%20Awareness%20Training) 

What's on this week: 

Wednesday 11.30am Midweek Communion 

Onsite - bring a sandwich if you'd like to stay for lunch 

 

For your diaries... 

As we venture into setting up a Messy Church in South Strood these training dates offer an 

opportunity to take time to seek God's vision and to explore what it means to run a Messy church in 

the context of St Francis. 

During the next 3 months we will be spending time thinking about activities, roles, practical 

involvement, etc. keeping in mind the bigger picture and the reasoning behind all that we do as a 

Church to connect our local community with God. 

These dates are: 

03.07.2021...On your marks! 

07.08.2021...Get set! 

04.09.2021...Go! 

 

Place: St Francis Strood 

Time:   9.30am - 11.30am 

 

For more information on this please email here 

(mailto:pioneer.stfrancisstrood@gmail.com?subject=Messy%20Church) 

 

============================================================ 

Holiday Activities and Food Programme with Medway Council: 

Medway Council are seeking to work in partnership with us to deliver a programme of holiday 

activities and food for vulnerable children during the school summer holidays.  It will run from Tuesday 

to Thursday each week in August, out of St Francis Hall.  It is a fantastic opportunity, but an ambitious 

programme to put together quickly.  Do please pray for this and please contact Giovanni if you would 

like further information about how to get involved. 

Medway Foodbank are in need of some specific items at the moment. Please do collect and drop into 

church on a Sunday morning or Wednesday lunchtime (when the church is open for worship) or drop 

to the Vicarage. 

Follow us on the these platforms: 



** Twitter (http://www.twitter.com/stfrancisstrood) 

** Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/StFrancisChurchStrood) 

** Website (https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9943/) 

** YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj6jaNdvpJm2wMBbR3KMYtg) 

** Instagram (https://instagram.com/sfstrood?utm_medium=copy_link) 

Copyright © 2021 St Francis Church, All rights reserved. 

You're receiving this email because you have previously shown an interest in St Francis Church. If 

you would rather not receive our emails you should unsubscribe. 

 

Our mailing address is: 

St Francis Church 

Galahad Avenue 

Rochester 

ME2 2YS 

 

For all email enquiries please click ** here office.stfrancisstrood@gmail.com 

 


