Sunday, 20th June 2021
Dear Friends,
It has been a good week weather wise, better than expected. The football last night wasn’t
quite as expected but wonderful to actually hear the sound of fans in a stadium. We are good
in England at creating huge expectations. Full freedom from restrictions is still a little way off.
Japanese style Father’s Day is interesting. Our son got his first card. Their little one is now
called by a Japanese name. We ‘talk’ with her on Facetime. Kawaii apparently means cute.
It was lovely to meet with school via zoom for assembly. We talked about how a tiny mustard
seed grows into a great tree. We talked about how little acts of kindness could result in making
a big difference, way more than we might ever know.
Our confirmation last weekend was very special. Bishop Jill was wonderful and enjoyed
meeting with our candidates. We thank her for her time. We have some very special, lasting
memories.
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None of us are immune from storms in life. Some are big and their effects never seem to end,
such as the loss of a loved one, a serious illness or indeed the effects of the COVID pandemic.
Some are less severe yet are really significant to us at the time, such as not being able to see
our families as we would like or having to change holiday plans. Whatever the storms we are
facing, there is a positive side to them. They offer us opportunities to help others and to learn
to trust God.
Psalm 107
“……they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
and he brought them out of their distress.
He made the storm be still
and the waves of the sea were calmed.”
In this week’s bible reading in church, Jesus calms a storm (Mark 4.35-41). The disciples were
in a small boat on Lake Galilee when a great gale arose. The waves beat into the boat and the
boat was being swamped. Jesus was in the stern of the boat, asleep on a cushion. The disciples
were scared and woke him up demanding, ‘…teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?’
Jesus woke, rebuked the wind and said to the sea, ‘peace be still’.
PRAYER
Thankyou Jesus that you are with us in the storms of life
and that the winds and waves obey your command.
Amen
The wind and the waves are part of God’s creation and, as such, obey his command. When we
are in the middle of a storm this story can help us remember God is with us. The secret is to
remember that Jesus is with us, even if he is asleep at the back of the boat and he doesn’t
seem to be doing anything. When Jesus commanded the winds and the waves to subside he
brought peace. Sometimes he calms the storm, and other times he calms us in the storm
VERSE FROM A FAVOURITE SONG
Sometimes He calms the storm
With a whispered peace be still
He can settle any sea
But it doesn't mean He will
Sometimes He holds us close
And lets the wind and waves go wild
Sometimes He calms the storm
And other times He calms His child
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At last Sunday’s confirmation service we were reminded that ‘Our help is in the name of the
Lord who made heaven and earth’. To help us remember this and to learn to trust our Lord in
whatever circumstances we find ourselves, it helps to build daily prayer and bible reading as
well as weekly communion into our life.

Our services this Sunday begin with Parish Communion at Foulridge at 9:30am, with Zoom
Sunday worship at 11:00am. Do let Judy or me know if you would like a Zoom invite. You will
feel very welcome.
We think of schools especially this week. With the rise of COVID cases, many are isolating
bubbles of children, with on line teaching replacing face to face. Staff in schools are adapting
and taking on any and all tasks to enable things to continue. We pray for them and also for the
children and young people affected so much by isolation.
An Act of Worship from Blackburn Cathedral is available every Sunday from 9am which we can
view on the Cathedral YouTube Channel or on Facebook.
As always I am thinking and praying for folk. If there is anything you need please call. If you
have special prayer requests please let me know. I love to pray each day and if you are happy
for us to do so, we pray for folk each week at compline.
With love and blessings, Rev John
Mobile: 07845 790421
john.knott51@iCloud.com
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PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
God our saviour,
look on this wounded world
in pity and in power;
hold us fast to your promises of peace
won for us by your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
SOMETIMES HE CALMS THE STORM
All who sail the sea of faith
Find out before too long
How quickly blue skies can grow dark
And gentle winds grow strong
Suddenly fear is like white water
Pounding on the soul
Still we sail on knowing
That our Lord is in control
Sometimes He calms the storm
With a whispered peace be still
He can settle any sea
But it doesn't mean He will
Sometimes He holds us close
And lets the wind and waves go wild
Sometimes He calms the storm
And other times He calms His child
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He has a reason for each trial
That we pass through in life
And though we're shaken
We cannot be pulled apart from Christ
No matter how the driving rain beats down
On those who hold to faith
A heart of trust will always
Be a quiet peaceful place
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