
 

Welcome to St Andrew’s Stewton Church Community Post 69 

This Sunday, we get back to “ordinary time”  taking up the regular reading of St 
Mark. In the Gospel reading today we hear one of the very few passages in Mark not 

taken up by Matthew or Luke, the parable of the ‘sleeping farmer’. It’s refreshing to 
reflect on this parable of purposeful inactivity. That might be a description of what 

many of us have been forced to do over the past 15 months. However, there are times 
when we need to heed the call to action. That is the thrust of our reflection today – 

act, otherwise events may overtake us in the not too distant future and we lose that 
which is dear to us, all because we did not make our voices heard.  

 

We ask God’s forgiveness for those times when we have thwarted God’s purposes because our 
understanding has been too small and mean. 
 God of growth, you gave your Son that the world might change. Forgive us our failure to  
 follow his way. 
  Lord, have mercy. 
 God of growth, Jesus changed minds and hearts through his courage, love and integrity. 
 Forgive us our fears and our self-seeking. 
  Christ, have mercy. 
 God of growth, Jesus began with just twelve friends. Forgive us our lack of vision. 
  Lord, have mercy. 
 
 

Today’s Scripture Readings: 
 Ezekiel 17:22-24 Using a gardening metaphor, God promises to produce amazing new 
  growth in his people. 
 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17 St Paul reminds us that despite our continuing  
  failures, each of us is a new creation in Christ. 
 Mark 4:26-34  Using farming parables, Jesus tells us that through God we can  
  achieve anything. God does the background work, producing an  abundant harvest. 
 

                   
                

                    

                       



This Weeks’ Reflection : 

 

You may recall that when I wrote this post 2 weeks ago, Post 67, I mentioned the Diocesan scheme 

for church categorisation - Resourcing Sustainable Church.  I spelled out what it could potentially mean 

for us and I signposted you to the five categories which are on the Diocesan Website.  I then included 

the specifics for Category 3 which is the one which I feel St. Andrew's fits.   

If you have followed me thus far, you may also recall that I asked that you let me know if you agreed 

or not and suggested this response could be by phone, e-mail or even carrier pigeon if you had 

one.  Some of you have got back to me, and I am extremely grateful, thank you, you know who you 

are.  Sadly, there is a significant number who have not yet done that.  Please, could I urge you again, 

to read the details of Category 3 and get back to me?   

It's not that I have become power-mad or have developed a particularly morbid fascination with 

statistics; people who know me would certainly realise that the power or the statistics bit is not me.  It 

is just that every church has to consider which category they feel that they should be in and then all 

this information will be brought together at our Deanery Synod on September 11th and then these 

results will go to a steering committee for final resolution.  But please don't wait, respond now before 

you forget. It is hoped that a way ahead can be agreed and put in place ideally by April 2022, and that 

will be here before you know it. The more that I can demonstrate that I have consulted everyone and 

this is our considered opinion, the stronger our position will be. We need to evidence this for the 

Diocese. 

Coincidentally, our Gospel story for this week talks about a mustard seed and relates it to the Kingdom 

of God, pointing out that the mustard seed is one of the smallest and possibly an inconsequential seed 

but then when it springs up, it's up there with much bigger plants.   

And that's how I see St. Andrews really. We have to accept that we are pretty small too.  It's never 

going to compare with the Cathedral or even St. James for grandeur.  It's not about outward 

presentation, although the many walkers and cyclist we have seen during lockdown speak about the 

peace they find here.  No. What we have is the tradition of a warm welcome and the knowledge that 

St. Andrews has been a focus of the Christian faith in this community for over 1000 years and long 

may it continue.   

St. Andrews is not ours to do with it as we will, we are only the custodians in our day and age and it 

has been entrusted to us to hand onto future generations.  But we have already reached out far 

beyond our boundaries to Kenya and Romania and then all around the world with our 28 twinned 

toilets. 

 At the moment, we are awaiting the Government's decision about the next step in the unlocking 

process to guide us going forward and until then, we are unable to make any firm or clear plans.  But 

believe me, once we can be back, we will but in a safe manner. 

Until that time God bless you all. 

Robert 

 

 



    See the kingdom grow and flourish 
    from the smallest shoot or seed; 
    on its spreading branches bearing 
    fruit to meet creation’s need. 
    Here the destitute find shelter 
    sick are healed and captives freed. 
 
    Constantly, through light and darkness, 
    will the fruitful kingdom grow, 
    Spreading peace and bearing justice, 
    giving further seeds to sow; 
    from  the hand of God, abundant  
    grace and goodness overflow. 
 
    Let us now in perfect freedom 
    take our place within its shade, 
    looking forward to the promise 
    by this parable displayed, 
    when injustice shall be ended, 
    burdens lifted, debt repaid. 
      [by Michael Forster from ‘Instant Hymns’] 
 

 

We offer our prayers to God, knowing that however small and insignificant they are, God will enable 

them to grow and spread prolifically. 

Share with God any fears you may have about the future of Christianity and of our church, especially 

regarding the Resourcing Sustainable Church process, asking God to show us how to scatter Christian 

seeds in our society. What specific things could we do with our St Andrew’s Church Community? 

Let us bring to God our concerns for our world, for those without education or health care, For those 

ravaged by the Covid pandemic with little prospect of sufficient vaccine and  for those caught up in 

war zones, and our concerns for the future of the planet. For the G7 leaders meeting in Cornwall.  

Let us remember that God only asks us to plant seeds, not to save the world. 

We pray for those courageous people who sow seeds despite opposition and who continue steadfastly 

on the right path even when their own life is at stake. We remember all people persecuted for their 

faith.  

Let us remember particularly those Christians in hostile areas who keep the flame of Christianity alight 

particularly in the Middle East and parts of Africa especially the Anglican Church of  Nigeria. 



Let us pray for our friends who are sick, naming them before God and asking God to restore them to 

full health and strength especially: Joyce Terrett, David Barker, Ed Cox, Paul Clifford, Phyllis Clifford, 

Denise and Caroline, Mary, Lisa,  Connie Robinson and June Blackburn, and continuing to remember 

and give thanks for the life of Richard Dettmer-Beecroft who died recently. 

God of growth, take our prayer seeds and, through them, enable a fruitful and abundant harvest. We 

ask our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lord, you have taught us 
that all our doings without love are nothing worth: 
send your Holy Spirit 
and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love, 
the true bond of peace and of all virtues, 
without which whoever lives is counted dead before you. 
Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Faithful Creator, 
whose mercy never fails: 
deepen our faithfulness to you 
and to your living Word, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 



 

 

 

We have had some beautiful hot sunny weather, which I 

hope you have all been able to enjoy.  The sun has brought 

on the Linseed, and with the showers we have had, it is 

looking well and blowing nicely in the wind.  The wheat also 

looks well, it is amazing how the different sowing dates 

make such a big difference to it.  We have got a new variety 

this year that is already in ear, and some that is nowhere 

near.  The rape has now gone out of flower, but it is going 

to be so late to harvest this year. Some years we have 

already started cutting rape the first week in July, but it 

looks like it will be August before we get a look in. 

 Jane x 

 

 

 

 

REMINDER FROM DOROTHY…  

The plant stall in aid of St Andrew's Church is on the roadside by The Old Railway House. There 

is a range of potted goodies for the garden. These include: Hydrangea, Weigela, Sedum, Sweet 

Williams, Canterbury Bells, Lupins, Acanthus, Blue Iris and many more. 

In the church porch you will find some marmalades including Whisky, Rich Dark or Ginger. 

When the soft fruits appear, I will produce jams so if anybody has an unwanted glut, I can make 

use of them. 

One last thing, just a reminder that we are asking visitors to record wildlife sightings in the 

churchyard. There is a clip board in the porch for this purpose. 

Thank you. Dorothy 

 



 

F    K       N  k     p   … 

Hello Friends, 
 
My husband Nick and myself run The Computer 
Shop on Northgate in Louth next door to the 
library. We closed our doors last March as most 
of the UK went into lockdown due to the Virus.  
Throughout we have cared for my Mum who 
remained in her bungalow. She was very poorly 
but we managed with the help of a couple of 
carers who worked independently from a care 
agency so mum plus two elderly friends I visited 
were in our bubble. When Christmas arrived we 
realised Mum had embarked on her final 
journey. My sister and her  younger son spent 
3 hours with us for lunch at mum’s bungalow. Mum left her bed for those 3 hours and for that time 
we had Christmas lunch and presents as we had years ago. It was perfect. Marie curie nurses started 
coming and aware it may be difficult to visit Mum if she transferred elsewhere for end of life care we 
cared for her in her home with their help. It was possible and she passed away peacefully Feb 22nd.  
Business was obviously very affected by loss of walk in trade but we were able to support anyone who 
was working from home. We continue to work behind closed doors and customers phone and make 
an appt and we see them in our shop at a safe distance wearing face masks. If they’re not keen to 
come to the shop computers can be collected by local taxi, then once repaired returned by taxi. 
It is working extremely well like this and until summer 
vacations are over and virus numbers are at an acceptable 
level our doors will remain closed  
May we thank Stewton Church community and all our 
friends for their flowers and good wishes on our Ruby 
Wedding Anniversary. Having lost 3 parents in the past 10 
years working and living together has just made us 
stronger than ever Best Wishes to you all.  

 Kim  & Nick 

 

 

If have come to appreciate and enjoy ‘Down Your Way’ and feel you too can 

make a contribution for one week, then please let me know at 

windhover22@live.co.uk.  I would love to hear from you.   Alan 

 

mailto:windhover22@live.co.uk


 

And just to end this week… 

 

 

                        

             

                    

           

                    

            


