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The Parishes of St Mary the Virgin, Fen Ditton, 

St Peter, Horningsea and All Saints, Teversham 

 

For all Parish enquiries:  

either telephone 07434 640992  

or e-mail parishesthree@gmail.com 

 
Assistant Priests 

Rev’d Canon Ben Quash email: ben.quash@kcl.ac.uk 

Rev’d Pam Thorn (864262) email pamandtrevorthorn@btinternet.com 

 

Lay Minister 
Trevor Thorn (864262) 

 

Churchwardens 
Fen Ditton: at the present time, Fen Ditton church has no 

  churchwardens   

 

Horningsea: Ms Jennie Pratt (864513) 

 

Teversham: Mr David Taylor (880424) 

 

For Baptisms, marriages, Banns, Funerals etc.  

please contact the churchwardens or for Fen Ditton  

email: parishesthree@gmail.com 

 

Material intended for publication in New Life should be with 

the editor by the 15th of each month. 

 

Editor: Kerry Sayer 

email: newlife.editor@gmail.com 
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A Message from Ben Quash 

Some of you probably followed Neil MacGregor’s History of the 
World in 100 Objects on the radio. First broadcast in 2010, it was a 
phenomenal achievement: one hundred 15-minute episodes, each one 
opening up a part of the human story on this planet through close atten-
tion to, and exploration of, a single object held in the British Museum. 

And some of you may have heard the follow-up programme, broadcast 
last Christmas, in which Neil MacGregor was asked to gather a group 
to help him choose one more object—‘Object 101’—to reflect some-
thing especially significant about the world’s story in the decade since 
2010. 

The choice was of an artwork 
by the Syrian-born artist Issam 
Kourbaj. The work is entitled 
Dark Water, Burning World, 
and is a collection of a multi-
tude of tiny boats, sculpted from 
the metal of old bicycle mud-
guards. Each boat is packed 
with burnt-out matches, set in 
resin to hold them upright. 
Viewed together, they suggest a 
countless host of people set 
afloat on dangerous seas, seek-
ing asylum in fragile vessels in 
a fragile world. 

Though small-scale and humble, these little sculptures pack a huge 
emotional punch, and open a window onto the condition of millions of 
our fellow world-citizens, who take unimaginable risks in their search 
for refuge from war, environmental disaster, and the hunger, thirst, and 
disease that accompany both. The events of the past decade have seen 
the numbers of such people rising ever more steeply. 

Last Wednesday, I was privileged to meet Issam Kourbaj, participating 
with him in a panel discussion at a day conference in London on the 
legacy of émigré Jewish artists’ work in British churches in the 20th-
century. There are scores of works by such artists in churches and ca-
thedrals around the UK. Coventry and Chichester Cathedrals have es-
pecially famous examples (including works by Marc Chagall and 
Ralph Beyer), but there are hidden gems in many ordinary parish 
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churches—beautiful, bold, and innovative works, much-loved by the 
congregations who pray in front of them week after week; works by 
artists like Hans Feibusch (declared a ‘degenerate artist’ by the Nazis, 
and driven from his native Germany), Naomi Blake, and George May-
er-Marton.  

Issam Kourbaj now lives in Cambridge. We are lucky to have the mak-
er of ‘Object 101’ living and working here. The British Museum is 
proud to have his work in its collection. His work has an extra charge 
because it is held out to us by the hand of a Syrian-born artist. It ena-
bles us to go beyond second-hand news reports of refugees and mi-
grants, and helps us to feel something of what is at stake in our present 
world. 

Jewish artists from the 1930s onwards were embraced by the Church 
and their works have become a precious part of the fabric of Christian 
buildings and the settings for Christian worship in this country. They 
have been a great gift, from ‘outsiders’ to ‘insiders’, by which 
‘insiders’ have been blessed, and ‘outsiders’ have been given both visi-
bility, a voice, and a lasting home.  

Issam Kourbaj can be seen as representing a new instance of some-
thing just like that. He is not a Christian (indeed, he does not practise 
any religion). But just as Jewish artists in the 20th century painted, 
carved stone, and designed stained glass that helped Christians to in-
habit their Christianity even more fully, Kourbaj’s work can help 
Christians in the 21st century come to a greater appreciation of what 
their Christianity is all about. It is about ‘being transformed by the re-
newal of our minds’ (Romans 12:2). It is about welcoming the stranger 
(‘You shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native 
among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers 
in the land of Egypt’ (Leviticus 19:33–34); ‘For I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me’ (Matthew 25:35)). And it is about realising that 
we are all in transition, and all vulnerable in different ways, like those 
spent-matchstick people in their tiny, makeshift boats (Hebrews 
13:14). (All of this might move some of us to join in resisting cuts in 
our country’s overseas aid budget.)  

Neil MacGregor has said that if he wanted to communicate to a non-
Christian something of what Christianity was really about with the 
help of a work of art, he would pass by any number of artworks show-
ing famous saints or biblical scenes, in favour of Dark Water, Burning 
World. I see his point. 
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Our Parishes 

If you would like to discuss baptism or thanksgiving for the birth of a 
child, the reading of marriage banns and weddings, or arrangements 
for a funeral at any of our churches, please contact the relevant 
churchwardens using the contact details on the inside front cover of 
this magazine. 

Do you have something to announce, someone to thank or 
congratulate, or a request to make? If so, send your message to 

the Editor and see it published here!  

Free fundraising for Fen Ditton church 

Easyfundraising is a fundraising tool for churches and other 
community groups, enabling you to raise money for us at no 
cost to you while you do your online shopping with your 
usual retailers. To sign up and get fundraising for free, visit 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
stmarythevirginfenditton/ 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmarythevirginfenditton/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmarythevirginfenditton/


8 

SUNDAY CLUB NEWS 

We are hoping to resume soon, look out for more info. 

Sunday Club: Come and join us! 

What? Bible stories, craft, drama, and other fun 
activities! 

Who? For children and any parents/carers who’d 
like to come 

Where? Church Community Hall, Church St, Fen Ditton 

When? First Sunday every month, 10—11.30am (excl. August) 

Want more info? Contact Jo at fdsundayclub@gmail.com 

FEN DITTON 200 CLUB 

The lucky winners for July:    The lucky winners for August:       

£50    Adam Ticciati (15) £50    Jackie Ambrose (129) 

£20    Charmaine Sayer (185) £20    Barnaby Green (61) 

£10    James Irvin (2)  £10    Jenny Conroy (38) 

£10    Jo Miles (99)  £10    William Doble (88) 

£10    Isla Ambrose (134) £10    Rev. Alun Ford (172) 

Bell Ringing is back 

From June, bell ringers have ben allowed back to practice and to ring 
for services, so in Fen Ditton you will hear the ringers on Monday 
evenings and in Horningsea you will hear the bells on the 2nd and 4th 
Fridays of each month. At this goes to press numbers are still limited 
but we hope that by the autumn ringing will fully open up and we can 
recruit and train new ringers – so if you have always wondered about 
ringing – or if you rang once upon a time and would like to pick it up 
again – keep your eyes and ears open – the Church wardens will know 
when extended ringing will start again.  
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Sewage Works Relocation Project, Statutory Consulta-

tion - 23rd June to 18th August 2021 

Horningsea Church will be a Community Access Point for the im-
portant statutory consultation phase of the planning process for the 
proposed relocation of the sewage works.  

Everyone is no doubt aware that Anglian Water propose to move the 
sewage works from the present site at Cowley Road, just the other side 
of the A14 as you approach Milton. The purpose is to free up the cur-
rent site for the housing and commercial development proposed by 
South Cambridgeshire and Cambridge City Council in its Area Action 
Plan for North East Cambridge (NECAAP). Last summer Anglian Wa-
ter carried out a non-statutory consultation about which of 3 Green 
Belt sites would be selected for the relocated sewage works and the 
tunnel routes. After their investigations they announced in January this 
year that the preferred location was Site 3 which is the land between 
Horningsea, Fen Ditton, Quy and Lode, including Honey Hill. In a 
webinar, Anglian Water said that within this area they were looking 
particularly at the land south and west of the pylon line, north of the 
A14, between Fen Ditton and Horningsea.  

The planning process which is being used by Anglian Water to gain 
permission leads to a Development Consent Order. The next step is the 
statutory consultation which is being held from 23rd June to 18th Au-
gust. This covers the preliminary design proposals for the sewage 
works and topics including traffic and access, odour, landscape, herit-
age, visual impact.  

Anglian Water have asked Horningsea Church to host and display their 
consultation documents in hard copy for the community to view. The 
Churchwardens have agreed, on the basis that it is very important for 
everyone to have an opportunity to see what is proposed and to con-
tribute to the consultation.  

As New Life goes to print, the Church is open on Wednesdays and 
Sundays but this will be kept under review and increased as soon as 
possible. In the meantime, some of the hard copy booklets produced by 
Anglian Water will be available in the porch, which will be generally 
open. Everyone is encouraged to come and see the display and to re-
spond to the consultation.  
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Ancient Shepherds’ Book Club 

Via Zoom, email carol_e_parker@yahoo.co.uk for the link or, weather 

permitting, on the Recreation Ground. 

Wed, 7th July, 7.30pm, ‘Rebecca’ by Daphne du Maurier 

Wed, 5th August, 7.30pm, ‘A Man Called Ove’ by Fredrick Backman  

Churches Count on Nature Survey in Horningsea 

Thank you to everyone who took part in the Count on Nature Survey 
in June. We will send the results to the national organisers but some of 
the highlights are set out here (as if this is the Oscars!):- 

The most surprising – a Muntjac deer 

The most irritating – collared doves 

The most unusual mammal – a black squirrel 

The bird that most loves the church – a jackdaw who took up residence 
in the church and had to be chased out after it caused mayhem 

The plant with a history – Rough Hawksbit identified by Professor 
Babbington in 1842 as being prolific in the hedgerows between Fen 
Ditton and Horningsea 

The plants found by the youngest visitors – daisies and buttercups 

The most delicate butterfly – Brimstone 

The most detailed bee – bombus hypnorum 

The as yet unidentified plant – a yellow honeysuckle possibly lonicera 
periculum or serotina, growing amongst brambles behind railings 
around a grave 

The plant with the most descriptive name – the fiddle dock 

We hope to have another session in the churchyard in September when 
we can look at the wildlife in autumn. 
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FEN DITTON GARDENING CLUB 

The Bring and Buy Plant Sale on Saturday, 5th June was a great suc-
cess. It was a beautiful, hot and sunny morning with a steady supply of 
plants being brought in to be sold. Jill and Brian Pratt had brought a 
large number of different varieties of home-grown dahlias and these 
were very popular and sold well. It all made for a colourful display of 
flowers and vegetables. The whole event was outside the Village Hall 
and it was a happy time for villagers to meet face to face for the first 
time for a number of months. 

At the time of going to press, the summer Coach Outing is planned for 
Tuesday, 22nd June. 22 members will be going to Wrest Park Gardens 
and then to Kathy Brown’s Garden at Stevington.  

On Tuesday, 6th July, there will be a Visit to see the Day Lilies in His-
ton. Please let Lizzie Wieser know of your intention to come. Her 
email is lizzie07@wieser.plus.com or leave a message on Pamela’s 
telephone 01223 292493. There is no charge for this event, but num-
bers are essential. The plan is to make your own way, or share a lift 
and to be there at 10.00am. 

On Tuesday, 20th July, the Bring-Your-Own-Picnic Supper will be 
held in a member’s garden. To book your place, at no cost, please 
email lizzie07@wieser.plus.com. 

The Village Show is planned for Saturday, 11th September. A sched-
ule has already been given to every household in Fen Ditton. Vegeta-
bles, Fruit, Flowers, Domestic, Handicrafts, Photography and Chil-
dren’s classes. The entry forms will have to be returned no later than 8 
pm on Wednesday, 8th September. 

All members should be aware of the new RHS Gardens Reduced Price 
Entry Cards which the Club now has. Each card allows one Member of 
the Fen Ditton Gardening Club and one adult guest a 30% reduction 
on the normal adult entry rate to any of the four RHS Gardens: i.e. 4 
adults can use the 2 cards.  

To use the cards, email the RHS website: affiliated@rhs.org.uk. Select 
the date and time slot of when you wish to visit one of the four RHS 
Gardens e.g. Hyde Hall. (You pay at the entrance as long as you have 
the cards with you.) 
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At the moment, the cards are held by Pamela. Please telephone her and 
she will arrange to get the cards to you. 

The Gardening Club Library is now ready to loan out gardening books 
which have been donated. These books are in a cupboard in Fen Ditton 
Village Hall so that members can borrow the books for 3 weeks at a 
time. For further details about this Library or any queries about the 
Club, please ring Pamela on 01223 292493. 

Burials in Horningsea Churchyard 

Horningsea PCC has designed a new leaflet for anyone who has ar-
ranged or is arranging a burial or burial of ashes in Horningsea 
Churchyard. Copies will be available from the Churchwardens. The 
leaflet will explain what is permitted in the churchyard so that you can 
make the best possible plans for your loved one’s burial. 
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Horningsea Church Open 

The PCC intend to keep Horningsea Church open on Wednesdays and 
Sundays throughout the summer from 11am to 3pm. If you would like 
to visit the church on other days arrangements will be made to open it 
up. Please contact the Churchwardens. In recent weeks we have been 
pleased to welcome two different sets of researchers investigating the 
geology of the stones used to build the church and separately the 
stones used in the Saxon tombstones. The Church is also being used by 
musicians to rehearse and will be open for the Waste water consulta-
tion. If you are looking for a venue for an art exhibition, or a place to 
rehearse your music, or to record music or for a talk or other event, 
please contact the Churchwardens. If you are interested in the history 
of the Church, remember that there is a new guidebook on sale in the 
Church at £5. 

Wind in the Willows on the Riverbank in Horningsea – 
preliminary information 

To celebrate summer the recorder quartet Zephirus and the Horningsea 
Mechanicals (an ad hoc group of performers) are planning to put on 
dramatised readings with music from Wind in the Willows on the river 
bank, in the field below Horningsea Church. This will probably be on 
either a Saturday or Sunday on 14/15 August or 21/22 August. If you 
would like to get involved please email: 

horningseaevents@protonmail.com 

Once they have been finalised details will be on Horningsea Facebook 
pages, on posters and in the Horningsea Herald. 

St Paul’s Cathedral memorial fundraising 

St Paul’s Cathedral has launched a campaign to raise £2.3m to build a 
physical memorial in St Paul’s Cathedral for those who died as a result 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

It will be the first build of its kind at St Paul’s for nearly 150 years and 
is part of the ‘Remember Me’ project, an online book of remembrance 
launched last year. More than 7,300 names of those who have died as a 
result of the pandemic have been entered into the book. The campaign 
will install the online memorial book at a permanent site within St 
Paul’s as well as on the internet.  
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 ALL SAINTS CHURCH, TEVERSHAM    Pamela Bartram 

I have received permission to re-publish the following article from the 
Fulbourn Village History Society: A History of Papworth and Royal 
Papworth Hospitals. 

Part 2 

In 1948 Papworth became part of the NHS. Aneurin Bevan, the found-
ing father of the NHS, visited Papworth soon after and there was a 
picture of him with Matron Robinson and a patient. It was with the 
appointment of Christopher Parrish as the first Thoracic surgeon in 
1952 that the hospital started to expand beyond the range of just TB. 
He was the driving force behind the expansion of Papworth with Con-
sultant appointments in Chest and Cardiac medicine. The first open 
heart surgery was performed at Papworth by Ben Milstein in Septem-
ber 1958 on a female patient with a hole in the heart. She had to be 
cooled in an ice bath so that the heart could be stopped. This allowed 
Mr Milstein just 10 minutes of operating time during which he suc-
cessfully repaired the “hole”. He was reunited with the patient 40 
years later. Ice burns were not uncommon so it was with some relief 
that in 1960 the Melrose pump, a prototype of the modern heart lung 
machine, was first used at Papworth. However, it had to be taken to 
pieces, sterilised and then reassembled after each operation. The mod-
ern heart lung machine came along in the 1970s with disposable parts 
enabling more procedures to be done on a day’s operating list.  

Sir Terence English joined the Consultant Staff at Papworth in 1972. 
In January 1979 he performed the first successful heart transplant in 
the UK at Papworth although the patient only survived 17 days. In Au-
gust of that year Keith Castle was the second successful heart trans-
plant patient. Sir Terence described him as the best advert for cardiac 
transplantation and how 
influential Keith was in the 
campaign persuading the 
Government to back the 
procedure. In 1972 the 
Government had essential-
ly tried to ban the proce-
dure. Mr Castle died 5 
years after the operation 
but in those intervening 5 
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years he appeared on numerous TV programmes and his cheerful per-
sona was in demand at many local fetes and fundraising events.    

Over 1500 transplants have now been carried out at Papworth and 
Royal Papworth. The hospital currently carries out about 90 heart and 
heart lung transplants a year, the most of any hospital in the UK. 

In 2017, the hospital received a royal title from Her Majesty the 
Queen to become Royal Papworth Hospital NHS Foundation Trust. In 
2018, the hospital celebrated its centenary and 100 years of patient 
care in Papworth Everard. In May 2019 the hospital moved into a 
brand new, state-of-the-art building, complete with pond, on the Cam-
bridge Biomedical Campus. It took 21 days to complete the move un-
like the original 1 day that it took to move from Bourne to the Pap-
worth site. In July 2019, Her Majesty the Queen officially opened the 
new hospital building alongside the Duchess of Gloucester, who is 
patron of Royal Papworth Hospital.  

Becky answered many questions but one important one was about pa-
tients and staff who were concerned that the move into such a modern 
building would destroy the ethos of The Royal Papworth. Staff were 
always proud to work there and patients took a pride in having been 
treated there. Becky was happy to report that despite the hospital being 
at the scientific forefront of the treatment of cardio thoracic disease 
the sense of family and pride still pervades both the building and its 
staff. 
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All in the month of July 

It was: 

100 years ago, on 1st July 1921 that the Chinese Communist Party was 
founded. 

Also 100 years ago, on 10th July 1921 that Belfast’s Bloody Sunday 
took place.   

Also 100 years ago, on 30th July 1921 that the hormone insulin was 
discovered by Frederick Banting and Charles Best at the University of 
Toronto. 

80 years ago, on 19th July 1941 that British Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill launched his ‘V for Victory’ campaign. 

75 years ago, on 22nd July 1946 that the King David Hotel bombing 
took place in Jerusalem. 91 people were killed. 

60 years ago, on 1st July 1961 that Diana, Princess of Wales, was 
born.  

Also 60 years ago, on 2nd July 1961, that Ernest Hemingway, Ameri-
can novelist and short story writer, died. Winner of the 1954 Nobel 
Prize in Literature.  

40 years ago, on 4th July 1981, that the Toxteth riots broke out in Liv-
erpool. 

Also 40 years ago, on 17th July 1981 that the Humber Bridge, linking 
Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, was officially opened. It was the world’s 
longest single-span suspension bridge at that time. 

Also 40 years ago, on 29th July 1981 that the marriage of Prince 
Charles and Lady Diana Spencer took place at St Paul’s Cathedral in 
London. 

25 years ago, on 5th July 1996 that the first cloned mammal was born. 
Dolly the sheep was born at the Roslin Institute in Edinburgh. 

15 years ago, on 15th July 2006 that Twitter, the micro-blogging social 
network, was launched. 

10 years ago, on 23rd July 2011 that Amy Winehouse, British soul/
R&B/jazz singer and songwriter died. 
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CHURCH SERVICES 

Services for the parishes of Teversham, Horningsea and 

Fen Ditton 

All services commence at 10.30am 

 

July 4th            Teversham 

July 11th           Fen Ditton 

July 18th           Horningsea 

July 25th           Teversham 

 

August 1st        Teversham 

August 8th       Horningsea 

August 15th     Fen Ditton 

August 22nd     Horningsea 

August 29th      Fen Ditton 

From June we have decided to stop doing Zoom services – in the hope 

that the Covid Rules and vaccinations will encourage us to return to 

worshipping “live” in our churches. We all want to thank Pam and 

Trevor for the amazing amount of work they have done to prepare and 

run the Zooms every Sunday. We have all enjoyed getting to know the 

“Zoomers” and look forward to meeting face to face.  

Although congregational singing in church has not been permitted 

each service has included an opportunity to sing the final hymn outside 

– and until we can sing inside our churches we will continue to do this. 

The Covid rules and regulations will still apply so please wear your 

face mask, sanitise your hands and keep 2m apart.  


