
Parish of St. Mary’s Swynnerton & St. James’ Cotes Heath 
June 20th 2021 (Third Sunday after Trinity) 

Contacts: Church Warden Ray Lewney: 01785 760366 
Ministry Team: Nicky Beasley,01782 856656, Doreen English, 01782 796426, 

Alex Baines, 07462 616426 June Steed, 01782 643183, Chris Stokes, 01782 796610 
Children and Families’ Worker: Anna Hawkins, 07725 124583 

Newsletter: chrisandjackie77@btinternet.com 

 
Sunday worship will be at 10.00 in St. Mary’s or you can join in from home using the link below.  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82172796502?pwd=dm9PandVL1l6YTgzOFFTQzQ1L0NqQT09 
 

It was good to welcome back eight small children and assorted mums, dads and grannies 
when “Messy Church” met last weekend. Working within the Covid regulations, Anna and 
her team helped the youngsters to enjoy a creative time on the theme of God’s care for 
the birds and flowers and Jesus’ instruction “Do not worry”.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY TO ALL OUR DADS ON SUNDAY JUNE 20TH.  
A LOVELY LONG DAY TO ENJOY BEING SPOILT!  

SUMMER SOLSTICE FOLLOWS ON MONDAY JUNE 21ST 

 
The last few weeks have seen some easing of restrictions and no doubt most 
of us are thinking of holidays of some kind. Where will your “staycations” take 
you this year? 
On our recent break, we travelled back in time; close by Hadrian’s Wall we 
viewed some of the Roman tablets found at Vindolana. Dating from the first 
and second centuries AD, they 
give written details of life in the 

garrison and surrounds. A soldier applies for leave, someone asks for 
his knife back, a woman sends a birthday invitation, a friend has sent 
50 oysters … and a religious festival involves “Celtic beer” and wine. 
The excavations continue; fascinating to see examples of Roman 
footwear and combs in abundance. If you have tales to tell of places 
you’ve discovered this year, let us know – and send a picture to the 
email address at the top of the page. 

 

• St. Luke’s continueThursday morning worship at 10am and Friday Bible Study at 7.30. The link is : 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3558390555?pwd=ZlNvRVcxbHZ1VWRaUzhGS1Vqcy9QZz09 



Nick Goacher is recovering from complex neurosurgery and Jonquil is caring for Nick and for her mother. 
Please pray for them and for their son Eddie who works as a neurosurgeon in Sheffield.  
Wendy Jackson is in our thoughts, caring for Paul and for Peggy, and Margaret Cherry remains in hospital 
for assessment. 
 We continue to remember in prayer Doreen Green and her family, George Edwards, Richard Wenger, 
Margaret Farr, Doreen English and Valerie Stokes. 
The Barley family will value our thoughts and prayers as they prepare for Pat’s funeral on  
Thursday 24th June.  
We think of friends more isolated than usual – Pat Lawrence, Carol and Martyn Turner - and 
those who have continuing challenges: Fr. Paul Chavasse, Paul Bell, Elaine Dulson,  
Geoff and Linda Foster, Helen Ladell and Margaret McKnight.  
Please continue to pray for Alex’s friend Karen Glasgow, Nicola’s friend Jessica,  
Jonathan’s girlfriend Maddie and Ann Ramsey’s daughter-in-law, Carol.   

 
 

• It was good to see so many scientists and medical experts with 
awards in the Queen’s Birthday Honours list. In another area, Noel 
Tredinnick has been recognised and receives the British Empire 
Medal for services to church music and to music education. Dr. 
Tredinnick will be well known to followers of “Songs of Praise” or 
those who have enjoyed “Prom Praise” at the Royal Albert Hall. He is 
the founder and conductor emeritus of the orchestra of 
All Souls Langham Place as well as an organist, composer and academic. 
 
 

• Lichfield Diocese continues the process of Shaping for Mission. 

“Perspectives on the Church” is the next stage and new videos are being added each week on 
YouTube, asking a range of Christian thinkers and ministers what they think the biggest challenges 
are that the church is facing, what opportunities we have, our most important resources to draw on 
and what gives them hope for the church as we emerge out of the pandemic. 
You can watch the videos on the diocesan YouTube channel and in their Facebook Group. 

 
 
SAVE THE DATE: In our service on 4th July, we’ll be remembering and saying 
thank you to all those in our communities who’ve helped us through the 
crisis so far. Bring your own picnic for a socially distanced get-together in 
the church grounds afterwards! 
 

 

 

After many years of faithful service caring for flower beds in the churchyard,  
Heather Eyre has hung up her gardening gloves and delegated the task to 
others.  
St. Mary’s PCC wanted to mark her dedication and commitment and what better 
way to do this than with a flowering plant?  
 
 
 
Here’s Heather pictured with the standard fuchsia she chose, displayed outside 
her flat in Eccleshall. Best wishes and thanks to Heather from all of us.  

 



 

                                                      Message on Mark 4:35-41 

 

I wonder how you might have felt had you been on board that Galilean boat on the night of that great 

windstorm described by Mark in today’s reading? Thankfully I have never been in a boat in a storm like the 

one described but it must have been terrifying. I have read that the Sea of Galilee is situated some 200 

metres below sea level and this results in violent downdrafts and sudden storms! 

 The theme of Mark’s gospel is to narrate the identity and teaching of Jesus and in this passage, we can see 

him both as a man and as God. So, putting the event into context, Jesus had been spending the day 

teaching the crowds about the kingdom of God in parables and as there were so many that had gathered 

to listen to Jesus, he had found it necessary to get into a boat and sit in it on the sea to teach them. No 

doubt exhausted by his day of teaching, his fatigue is evident as we read that later when the storm blew up 

and water threatened to overwhelm the boat Jesus is asleep on a cushion. As the situation worsens it 

prompts the disciples to waken Jesus who appears unaware of the severity of storm, his fatigue a reminder 

of his humanity. But their fear of drowning at that moment was far greater than their confidence in Jesus’s 

presence with them in the boat.  

It is in Jesus’s response to the situation and the words that he speaks in rebuking both the wind and the 

sea that he displays his divine power over nature, as he says, ‘peace be still’. In verse 41 it tells us that the 

disciple’s reaction to this was to be ‘filled with great fear ‘. It’s really interesting isn’t it that they appeared 

far more fearful of the fact that Jesus had stilled the storm than they had been of the storm itself! It is then 

that they ask each other the question, ‘who then is this that even the wind and the sea obey him?’ 

Up until that moment the disciples have witnessed Jesus as being a good teacher and a good man who 

could do good things. But now Jesus has calmed a storm and not only has he demonstrated his authority 

over the laws of nature but it is also evidence that he is truly God. This was Jesus as God, all powerful and 

creator of the universe! 

We all experience the storms of life at one time or another and Jesus himself told us to expect difficulties 

(John16:33) We may be going through family problems, loss of health, job or money worries and we may 

wonder where God is in the midst of our distress or if he even cares about us?  

 Let me ask you, who is your Jesus?  
If we believe that Jesus was just a man then he is not able to help us when things seem impossible. But if 
we believe that he is God then the difference is huge. Ephesians 3:20 says ‘now to him (God) who is able to 
do far more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us….’ 
It’s not easy though is it, when we feel tossed about on a sea of problems and we are afraid and feel 

overwhelmed? We too can feel fear like the disciples did. So, what is the antidote to that fear? It is faith, 

just as Jesus asked them, ’do you still have no faith?’                                                        

But if we can have just a mustard seed of faith of what God can do for us then 

that is all we need.  Amen.  

Nicky Beasley. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 



MORNING SERVICE FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 
 
Introduction: We have come together as the 
family of God  
in our Father’s presence 
to offer him praise and thanksgiving,  
to hear and receive his holy word, 
to bring before him the needs of the world, 
to ask his forgiveness of our sins, 
and to seek his grace, 
that through his Son Jesus Christ,  
we may give ourselves to his service.  
 
Confession: 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves 
and the truth is not in us.  
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and 
will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.  
 
Or 
 
I will arise and go to my father and say to him: 
Father we have sinned against you, and are not 
worthy to be called your children.  
 
Jesus says, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
close at hand. So let us turn away from our sin 
and turn to Christ, confessing our sins in 
penitence and  
faith.  
 
Lord God,  
we have sinned against you; we have done evil 
in your sight.  
We are sorry and repent.  
Have mercy on us according to your love.  
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from 
our sin.  
Renew a right spirit within us  
and restore us to the joy of your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
May the Father of all mercies  
cleanse us from our sins, 
 and restore us in his image, 
 to the praise and glory of his name,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 
 
 

Creed: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, 
his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and sits at the right hand of the Father.  
From there he shall come again 
to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Bible Readings: 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Sermon 
 
Prayers: 
 
We have all been drawn to worship here today 
because of our Heavenly Father's love for us.  In 
His love, let us in confidence, bring our prayers 
and petitions before Him now. 
 
The Collect: 
Almighty God, 
you have broken the tyranny of sin 
and have sent the Spirit of your Son into our 
hearts 
whereby we call you Father: 
give us grace to dedicate our freedom to your 
service, 
that we and all creation may be brought 
to the glorious liberty of the children of God; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 



Father God, we pray for all rulers and leaders 
across the world. We pray for those areas of Your 
world affected by the covid pandemic, by war, 
violence and unrest, by natural disasters and 
man-made famine.  
We pray for our Queen, the Prime Minister and 
our Government.  
Guide them to lead us safely through this last 
phase of their covid roadmap and that in all 
things which affect our daily lives that they may 
govern with wisdom, integrity and understanding; 
for justice and for the good of all people. 
Lord In Your Mercy, Hear our Prayer.  
 
Father God, we bring before you all those who 
are unwell at this time and their families and 
carers. In a few quiet moments we pray for all 
those listed in the newsletter, those known to 
ourselves and those known only to You. 
In places of long-term pain, of sudden shock, of 
weariness, disappointment and fear, we pray for 
the peace which only You can give and Your 
comfort which speaks of hope. 
Lord In Your Mercy, Hear our Prayer.  
 
Father God, we pray for those who mourn the 
death of a loved one. Thinking especially of the 
Barley family and the friends of your servant Pat 
Barley. We ask Lord, that you will calm their 
turmoil of bereavement and loss, putting their 
minds at rest and their spirits at peace, secure in 
the knowledge of Your eternal unchanging love. 
Lord In Your Mercy, Hear our Prayer 
 
Father God, we thank you for the ministry and 
planning team, for Ray and for our PCC. We thank 
you that Terry will be going forward as a Church 
Warden. Please bless all those who work 
tirelessly in the parish to guide and to help us all 
to take our part in bringing others to know Your 
redeeming love.  
Lord In Your Mercy, Hear our Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Father God, we pray for the interviews which will 
take place on Friday for our new rector. Be with 
the applicants as they prepare for their 
interviews. Thankyou Lord, for Nicky and Ray, 
who will represent this parish on the interview 
panel. Give them Your assurance and 
discernment to play their part in appointing the 
person that you have already chosen to lead us 
forward. 
Lord In Your Mercy, Hear our Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, as we go out into this new 
week, may we take with us in our hearts the 
teaching that we have heard here today.  
Guide us to be fruitful on the frontline for You, 
today and every day, with everyone we meet. 
Amen.  
 
Merciful Father, Accept these prayers for the 
sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen.  
 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen.  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the love of God and the fellowship  
of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore, Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Thanks to Nesta Williams for 
prayers this week.  
 


