
 

 

  

 

What is something that we can 

all do which has the potential 

to enable us to experience the 

divine, help our friends, our 

family and change the world?   

The answer is prayer.  And although 

prayer has so much potential and power, 

it is something that I often find difficult to 

do.  At times, prayer is squeezed out 

because there are other things that I feel I 

really must be getting on with.  Tiredness 

may overtake me, or my mind begins to 

wander as I pray.  

There may be other reasons why we find it 

hard to pray – what if our prayers are not 

answered, or we feel that we are not 

worthy enough to pray?   Added to which 

we may wonder whether we have enough 

faith to pray – will God really make this 

person better? 

Over the summer we will be exploring 

more about prayer in our church services 

and cell groups.  We will look at different 

ways we can pray and what prayer is all 

about.  But just as you can’t learn to swim, 

or get more proficient, without getting in 

the water, you can’t learn to pray without 

praying.  So don’t wait – get stuck in!  At 

times it can be hard graft, but you will 

find moments of beauty and surprise. 

continued in next column . . . . 

 

 

God bless  

Martin  
Martin Castle – Priest-in-Charge   
 

 

 

 

. . . . continuation 

When talking about prayer Jesus said ‘ If 

you who are evil, know how to give good 

gifts to your children, how much more will 

your Father in heaven give good things to 

those who ask him.’ (Matthew 7 v 11)  

There are a couple of prayer resources that 

you might find helpful.  The first is a prayer 

app from the 24/7 Prayer Movement called 

‘Lectio 365’ with short 10-minute 

recordings of guided prayer for each day.  

This can be found on  

www.24-7prayer.com/dailydevotional  
 

You may also like to download from our 

website a structure for prayer at different 

times of the day.  These can be found at 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5345/pa

ge/61543/view/  

And so to coin a phrase from a TV 

programme ‘Keeeeep Praying!’. 

Martin Castle  

Priest in charge 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

WATERY WARNING 

Has someone attending a retreat at 

Launde Abbey had ideas above their 

station? 

A brass sign on the fence around the large 

pond there reads: 

 

“Please do not try to 

walk on the water”! 

 

http://www.24-7prayer.com/dailydevotional
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5345/page/61543/view/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5345/page/61543/view/


 YOU CAN SEE MY  VOICE! 

The return of singing in churches will be a source of 

great joy to me, writes Mitch Irving, but not to 

others! 

I will feel like one of the contestants on the BBC 1 

Saturday night show “I Can See Your Voice” as no 

one will welcome it and I feel like those around me 

in SS&SJ and the men’s singing group have been very 

kind to me over the years when I see the reaction 

from the celebrity panel on TV when they hear bad 

singers chosen by those trying to win £10,000 by 

weeding out such vocalists from the six options. 

There are no roars of laughter or pained faces from 

my fellow congregants or those in the informal 

“choir” directed by organist Ruth Hall and for that I 

am most grateful. 

It’s a wonder I don’t have nightmares imagining I am 

on a church version of the show and dreading when 

Martin in the Paddy McGuinness role leads a bellow 

of “Former churchwarden, let’s hear your voice.” 

When singing really returns, just give me a wide 

berth (why do you think the wardens’ pews are at 

the back of church where few people sit?).  I’ll be 

loving it but anyone in earshot of me will be wishing 

for lockdowns again – just to shut me up and no 

other reason. 

• We are giving Desert Island Hymns a break 

for this month but it will be back in the 

August issue.  Don’t forget if you would like 

to choose your six favourites or ones with 

special memories, get in touch with Mitch. 

 

Contact Mitch Irving on  

 01455 842661 or email  

mirving2734@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

VINE AND HANDY 

The Vine Coffee and Book Shop in The Borough, 

Hinckley is now open from 10.30am to 2.30pm and 

offering indoor as well as alfresco drinks and food. 

Jessica, the manager, says:  “We have extended our 

menu to include a few meals that we dropped when 

we were being more careful.  Jacket potatoes, eggs 

on toast or as a filling and our popular Nicoise salad 

are back.” 

Another change is that it is now an affiliate member 

of Bookshop.org, an online selling platform that 

supports independent “bricks and mortar” 

bookshops that are too small to have their own 

transactional website. 

“Every sale benefits us as long as we have been 

selected as your chosen bookshop.  You can go 

straight to our ‘shop front’ by using the address The 

Vine Hinckley Bookshop UK.  This is a great resource 

for those who may have difficulty accessing us 

when we are open or who want to order books we 

don’t have in stock,” adds Jessica. 

 

 

  

 

HOW TO GROW YOUR FAITH 

Discipleship and Vocations Enabler for the diocese 

Liz Rawlings has come up with a couple of ideas 

people might wish to consider for furthering their 

discipleship. 

She says:  “As we consider the important structural 

changes in the diocese (Shaped By God Together) 

we might want to pause and consider the heart of 

the matter, growing faith.” 

The first opportunity she suggests is part of the 

Everyday Spirituality project, this time focusing on 

centering prayer and can be accessed in one of two 

ways, either a Zoom service on Tuesday 29th June 

from 7pm to 8.30pm  or a live one at St Peter’s 

Church, Copt Oak on Saturday 3rd July from 

 
10am to 11.30am.  To book email mmbookings@leicestercofe.org 

The second is the’ Journey on Faith’ course starting in October.  Liz says: “This course continues to be fruitful in 

growing faith and generating vocations.”  Details can be found on the diocesan website or she can provide 

additional information on 0794 7533739. You may also like to talk to Martin Castle if this is of interest to you. 

 

mailto:mmbookings@leicestercofe.org


 

  

As a boy, writes Mitch Irving, probably my favourite 

magazine was “Charles Buchan’s Football Monthly”. 

One item I particularly remember was a team made 

up of players with the same names as Bible and faith 

characters.  With the soccer season now over and a 

new one imminent I tried to draw up a 

contemporary version but even by including one or 

two veterans I did not get very far.  

The goalie was easy, (Nick) Pope and in defence 

Leicester’s Luke Thomas gives two in one.  I also 

had (Tammy) Abraham, (Harry) Kane (Cain) but 

them struggled and came up with ex Spurs’ man 

Victor Moses and former Fulham player Chris David. 

If you slightly change the words you could have 

Things (Albrighton) Beautiful but I really need help 

completing the team and I know there are those of 

you out there who can remind me of the ones I’ve 

missed.  ’So over to you!’ 

 

. . . . continuation 

Sadly we were to have only 13 years together before 

the woman who had brought me to true faith and to 

whom I owe so much, succumbed to a liver disease.  

Thirteen years but it was never an unlucky time as I 

was blessed by every moment I was with her. 

I carried on the way she would have wanted me to 

and still do.  Church continued to be an integral part 

of my life, gradually developed until the latest chapter 

in my story of faith – Cursillo, a weekend that 

changed me and for which I will always be grateful to 

Rebecca Castle for sponsoring me,.  The effect 

Cursillo had on me was great and possibly those  

who saw me immediately after still remember. 

Going back to the song, the next lines are:  “And 

believe or not, there’s something groovy and good 

‘bout whatever we’ve got and it’s getting better. 

“I don’t feel all turned on and starry eyed, I just feel a 

sweet contentment deep inside.” 

Amen!! 

 

LIVING HIS STORY 

In the second of our new series on how we are 

called to share our experiences of encountering Jesus 

Christ and reveal the extraordinary love of God, 

Mitch Irving gives his story: 

“Do you remember the 1969 hit by Mama Cass “It’s 

Getting Better”?  Well the words have special 

meanings to me. 

The opening line is:  “Once I believed that when love 

came to me it would come with rockets, bells and 

poetry…”.  That was how I thought it would be for 

me but both in finding the love of my life and true 

faith it was not how it happened. 

The song goes on: “…it just started quietly and 

grew” and so it was.  My family was not over 

religious but both my brother and I were brought up 

with good Christian values and we were encouraged 

but not pressed to go to Sunday School. 

Those values and inspiration were always there but 

not a big part of my life.  Then my best friend asked 

me to be godfather to his daughter and the 

grounding I had been given began to take root, this 

was a commitment and I determined it had to be 

taken seriously an invitation to be a guiding force if 

needed, not just something I had been asked to do as 

a friend or relative as it is for so many and had been 

for me previously on family occasions. 

Then the sainted Marion came on the scene, the one 

girl for me and for whom I would do anything.  The 

daughter of a regular churchgoing family, she 

suggested I think about getting confirmed.  What was 

there to consider if not doing so might risk losing her 

(not that I now believe it would have come to that)?  

So I did it, the right thing to do albeit for the wrong 

reason! 

She lived in Northants (near to where the Rev 

Caroline Burnett now is) so on alternate weekends 

we became regular worshippers at SS&SJ or Naseby 

church while staying with each family. 

We parted (some silly thing) and while I remained 

single she married and had two sons but we got back 

together when things between her and her husband 

reached breaking point and ended in divorce.  I did 

not let a second chance slip and our wedding took 

place at SS&SJ in April 2002. 

continued in next column . . . . 

 

 

A TEAM TO BELIEVE IN? 

 

https://quantixed.org/2018/06/27/pentagrammarspin-why-twelve-pentagons/football-157931_960_720/
https://quantixed.org/2018/06/27/pentagrammarspin-why-twelve-pentagons/football-157931_960_720/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


CONTACT  - if you wish to get in touch please contact 

Revd. Martin Castle, The Vicarage, Maughan Street, Earl 

Shilton Leicester LE9 7BA  01455 843961  

revdmartincastle@gmx.com     

If you would like to contact one of our Church Ministers 

their contact details are as follows: 

 

Revd. Martin Castle (Priest in Charge)                    

– as above 

 

            Revd. Pauline Cummins (Curate)  

07703614905   

revpdcummins@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks again go to John Wales for setting this 

month’s questions: 

1. What is the currency of Denmark? 

2. Which is the most sold flavour of 

Walkers’ crisps? 

3. In what year did The Beatles split up? 

4. Gary and Martin Kemp were members 

of which band? 

5. In which year did Eastenders first air 

on BBC1? 

6. Name two ingredients that make up a 

Screwdriver cocktail? 

7. And what five ingredients were 

demanded by one of Basil Fawlty’s 

guests to make up the infamous 

Waldorf Salad? 

8. How many keys are there on a piano? 

9. Where is the smallest bone in the 

human body located? 

10. How many UK number ones did Elvis 

Presley have in the 60s? 

Were you right? Here are the answers to the 

Bible puzzles in the May issue:- 

• Anagrams:  1. Creation, 2. Timothy, 3. 

Bartimaeus, 4. Ecclesiastes, 5. Jerusalem, 6. 

Sanhedrin, 7. Exodus, 8. Eutychus and 9. 

Antichrist. 

• Headlines:  1. Elijah, 2. Josiah, 3. Jacob, 4. 

Rebekah, 5. Daniel and 6. Hezekiah. 

If you have any quiz questions or Bible based 

puzzles please let us know. 

 
ST MARY’S CHURCH 

STATION ROAD     
ELMESTHORPE 

LEICESTER    LE9 7SG 

 

ST SIMON & ST JUDE 
CHURCH 

CHURCH ST/ALMEY’S LANE 
EARL SHILTON 

LEICESTER   LE9 7DA 

 

CHURCH SERVICES IN JULY 

Sunday 4th 

9.15am – All age worship at St Mary’s 

10am – All age worship on Facebook 

10.45am – All-age worship at SS&SJ 

7pm – Prayers to End the Day on Facebook 

Sunday 11th 

9.15am – Holy Communion at St Mary’s 

10am – Holy Communion on Facebook 

10.45am – Holy Communion at SS&SJ 

7pm – Prayers to End the Day on Facebook 
 

Sunday 18th
 

9.15am – Holy Communion at St Mary’s 

10am – Morning Worship on Facebook 

10.45am – Morning Worship at SS&SJ 

7pm – Prayers to End the Day on Facebook 
 

Sunday 25th 

9.15am – Morning Worship at St Mary’s 

10am – Morning Worship on Facebook 

10.45am – Morning Worship at SS&SJ 

7pm – Prayers to End the Day on Facebook 

Wednesdays 
9.00am – Prayers to Start the Day on Facebook (Holy 
Communion on 3rd Wednesday of the month) 

Thursdays 
9.00am – Prayers to Start the Day at St Mary’s 

Our Facebook Services are accessed through the St Simon 
and St Jude’s, Earl Shilton Facebook page and subsequently 
placed on the church webpages. 

 

 

Thank you!  

Thank you to all who have already given 

a donation towards the repairs to the 

tower at St Mary’s, Elmesthorpe.  Work is 

progressing well, and hopefully will soon 

be completed. 

mailto:revdmartincastle@gmx.com
mailto:revpdcummins@gmail.com

