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Please speak aloud words in bold text. 
Singing – in our hearts, but not aloud. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP Common Worship 

As a father is kind to his children, so 
the Lord is kind to those who honour 
him.  Psalm 103:13 GNB 
 

Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 
and also with you. 
 

See what love the Father has given us, 
that we should be called the children 
 of God. 
 

To all who trust in Jesus, 
the Father gives the Spirit and they 
 become the children of God. 
See what love the Father has given us. 
 

You are my sons and daughters, 
I loved you before you were born. 
See what love the Father has given us. 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit. 
See what love the Father has given us, 
that we should be called the children 
of God. 
 
1ST SONG – THE LOVE OF THE FATHER 
City Alight 

Lift up your voices and lift up your 
 praise 

Join with the heavens declaring the 
 wonders 
Of His faithfulness forever. 
 

Sing of the victory, the hope of the 
 world 
The Saviour has risen, the Spirit has 
 come to 
Bring us into love forever. 
 

Oh we are the people of God 

With the freedom of hope in our 

 hearts 

How great is the love of the Father. 
 

Lifted from darkness and into the 
 light 
The sons and the daughters are loved 
at a price our 
God has made us His forever. 
 

Oh we are the people…  
 

This is the song of the redeemed 
The ransomed and the free 
Given life at such a price 
This is love, this is love. 
 

And when the Father calls us home 
And we see Him on the throne 
Hear the voices sing as one 
This is love, this is love. 
 

Oh we are the people…  (x2)  
 
CONFESSION 

Let us return to the Lord our God 
and say to him: 
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Father, 
we have sinned against heaven and 
 against you. 
We are not worthy to be called 
 your children. 
We turn to you again. 
Have mercy on us, 
bring us back to yourself 
as those who once were dead 
but now have life through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 

May the God of love 
bring us back to himself, 
forgive us our sins, 
and assure us of his eternal love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
COLLECT FOR TODAY 

Almighty God, 
you have broken the tyranny of sin 
 and have sent the Spirit of your 
 Son into our hearts 
whereby we call you Father: 
give us grace to dedicate our 
 freedom to your service, 
that we and all creation may be 
 brought 
to the glorious liberty of the 
 children of God; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our 
 Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
2ND SONG – HOW DEEP THE FATHER’S LOVE 
Stuart Townend 
How deep the Father's love for us 
How vast beyond all measure 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure. 
 

How great the pain of searing loss 
The Father turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory. 
 

Behold the man upon a cross 
My sin upon His shoulders 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers. 
 

It was my sin that held Him there 
Until it was accomplished 
His dying breath has brought me life 
I know that it is finished. 
 

I will not boast in anything 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ 
His death and resurrection. 
 

Why should I gain from His reward? 
I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart 
His wounds have paid my ransom. 
 

Why should I gain from His reward? 
I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart 
His wounds have paid my ransom. 
 
BIBLE READING Read by Nicky Robertson 

Ecclesiastes 7:1-8:1 
1 A good name is better than fine 
perfume, and the day of death 
better than the day of birth. 
 

2 It is better to go to a house of 
mourning than to go to a house of 
feasting, for death is the destiny of 
everyone; the living should take this 
to heart. 
 

3 Frustration is better than laughter, 
because a sad face is good for the 
heart.  4 The heart of the wise is in 
the house of mourning, but the 
heart of fools is in the house of 
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pleasure.  5 It is better to heed the 
rebuke of a wise person than to 
listen to the song of fools.  6 Like the 
crackling of thorns under the pot, so 
is the laughter of fools.  This too is 
meaningless. 

~~~~ 

7 Extortion turns a wise person into a 
fool, and a bribe corrupts the heart. 
 

8 The end of a matter is better than 
its beginning, and patience is better 
than pride.  9 Do not be quickly 
provoked in your spirit, for anger 
resides in the lap of fools. 
 

10 Do not say, ‘Why were the old 
days better than these?’  For it is not 
wise to ask such questions. 
 

11 Wisdom, like an inheritance, is a 
good thing and benefits those who 
see the sun.  12 Wisdom is a shelter 
as money is a shelter, but the 
advantage of knowledge is this: 
wisdom preserves those who have 
it. 
 

13 Consider what God has done: 
who can straighten what he has 
made crooked?  14 When times are 
good, be happy; but when times are 
bad, consider this: God has made 
the one as well as the other. 
Therefore, no one can discover 
anything about their future. 

~~~~ 

15 In this meaningless life of mine I 
have seen both of these: 
the righteous perishing in their 
righteousness, and the wicked living 
long in their wickedness. 
 

16 Do not be over-righteous, neither 
be over-wise – why destroy 
yourself?  17 Do not be over-wicked, 

and do not be a fool – why die 
before your time?  18 It is good to 
grasp the one and not let go of the 
other.  Whoever fears God will avoid 
all extremes. 

~~~~ 

19 Wisdom makes one wise person 
more powerful than ten rulers in a 
city.  20 Indeed, there is no one on 
earth who is righteous, no one who 
does what is right and never sins. 
 

21 Do not pay attention to every 
word people say, or you may hear 
your servant cursing you – 22 for you 
know in your heart that many times 
you yourself have cursed others. 
 

23 All this I tested by wisdom and I 
said, 
 

‘I am determined to be wise’– but 
this was beyond me.  24 Whatever 
exists is far off and most 
profound who can discover it?  25 So 
I turned my mind to understand, to 
investigate and to search out 
wisdom and the scheme of things 
and to understand the stupidity of 
wickedness and the madness of 
folly. 
 

26 I find more bitter than death the 
woman who is a snare, whose heart 
is a trap and whose hands are 
chains.  The man who pleases God 
will escape her, but the sinner she 
will ensnare. 
 

27 ‘Look,’ says the Teacher, ‘this is 
what I have discovered: 
‘Adding one thing to another to 
discover the scheme of things 
28 while I was still searching but not 
finding – I found one upright man 
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among a thousand, but not one 
upright woman among them all. 
29 This only have I found: 
God created mankind upright, but 
they have gone in search of many 
schemes.’ 
 

8:1 Who is like the wise?  Who knows 
the explanation of things? A 
person’s wisdom brightens their 
face and changes its hard 
appearance. 
 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT Philip Robertson 
 

3RD SONG – ALL OF OUR TOMORROWS   
Dave Fournier and Ryan Foglesong 
This spinning world by Your own hand 
Hurls ever on around the sun. 
The seasons march at Your command 
The old departs, the new year comes 
And though celestial is Your gaze. 
You search and care for all our ways 
We offer up to You this day 
And all of our tomorrows. 
 

May zealous youth and cautious age 
Determine not the steps we choose. 
Great Shepherd, guide us through each 
 day, 
Oh, how we want to follow You. 
Come Living Way, our way make clear. 
Let perfect love drive out our fear 
Be Thou our vision, now and here 
And all of our tomorrows. 
 

When winter makes us reminisce 
Of warmer days so distant now. 
Of cherished saints the sun once kissed 
Whose beauty passed behind the 
 clouds. 
Let all our fond and longing tears 
Remind us we are pilgrims here, 
We trust You, Sovereign of our years 
With all of our tomorrows. 
 

Hands to the plough, we’re pressing on 
And running hard to win the prize 
Empowered by the love of God 
With grace before and grace behind. 
For lo, what hope before us stands 
You finish all that You began. 
Eternal joy is in Your hands 
And all of our tomorrows. 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Let us declare our faith in God. 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
 

We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
 

We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERSESSION Simon Fenner 

 
LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
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If the weather is dry, we will move 

outside to sing our final song.  Please 

stand six feet from people not in your 

‘bubble.’  If it is raining, we will remain 

inside to listen to our final song. 

 
4TH SONG – WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN 

JESUS  Joseph Scriven 
What a friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer! 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit, 
Oh, what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer! 
 

Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged; 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful, 
Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness; 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 

Are we weak and heavy-laden, 
Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Saviour, still our refuge, 
Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
In His arms, He’ll take and shield thee, 
Thou wilt find a solace there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BLESSING   Numbers 6:24-26 

The Lord bless you and watch over you, 
the Lord make his face shine upon you, 
and be gracious to you, 
the Lord look kindly on you 
and give you peace: 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
 Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you 
 always. 
Amen. 
 



Prayer Topics & News for the week 
If you would like the vicar to pray with you on the phone, call him on 01902 827214; or alternatively you 
can place a prayer request on our ‘Prayer Chain’ by phoning Brian on 01902 788017.  He will have several 
people pray, in confidence, for your request. 

As a father has compassion on his children, 
so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him. 

Psalm 103:13  

For the World and our Nation and our City 

 G7 Summit outcome - pray that the discussions and promises made by the G7 leaders last week will 
lead to a joint commitment in tackling global challenges, such as the climate crisis; how countries can 
best recover from the pandemic and vaccine provision for poorer countries. 

 For those who are fathers -  Pray for wisdom, compassion and understanding for them in their role; 
that they do well by their children and by You, Father God.  We pray for the fathers in the world 
experiencing sorrow and anxiety for their children; that they will know your love and comfort. Pray 
for those who struggle in their fatherhood role for whatever reason, that God will guide and 
strengthen them to love and protect the children in their care. 

For St Jude’s Church 
 Reflect on Ecclesiastes 7:1-8:1. Looking at vs.1-6.  What’s your initial reaction to these verses?  Why 

is death such a taboo subject for conversation in our culture?  How are death and wisdom linked?  
Looking at vs.7-14.  How does each verse warn us against distorting reality?  How do vs 11-14 highlight 
the blessing and limitations of wisdom?  Looking at vs.15-18.  What do you make of the teacher’s 
advice? Looking at vs.19-8:1. What themes can you pick out of theses verses?  What is your 
experience of vs.20-22?  Why is remembering our sinfulness crucial for gaining true wisdom?  How 
good do you think you are at recognising there is a ‘day of death’ as well as a ‘day of birth’ (v.1)?   Why 
is it important to be able to do this?  Turn your thoughts and reflections on the wise Teacher’s 
proverbs to prayer to our Father God who delights to hear and answer our prayers (Matthew 7:7-12). 

 Pray for those you know to be suffering in body or Spirit, and pray for wisdom to know how to best 
help them.  

 Pray for people with anxiety over returning to ‘normal’ life.  It can feel strange after being isolated 
from personal contact and interaction since the beginning of ‘lockdown.’  

 Pray for J Team.  Give thanks to the Lord for the children who come and the volunteers who give their 
time to plan and run Sundays. 

 Pray for our summer series (running throughout the school holidays) as we look at Old Testament 
characters mentioned in Hebrews 11, offered to encourage and enthuse us in our Christian faith.    

 Pray all continues to go well with the electrical work in church. 

For our Mission Partners – Tearfund 
 Child malnutrition in Haiti is set to double this year, due to the coronavirus pandemic impacting 

people’s jobs, as well as a rise in violent crime.  Tearfund is equipping local churches to respond to 
the crisis.  Pray for provision for those who are hungry, and solutions to the rise in violent crime. 

 Mental health crisis in Kenya - Cyclones, landslides, droughts and floods are becoming more intense 
and frequent in this region, leading to fear and anxiety in communities. Lift up to God those who are 
struggling with their mental health and ask God to protect them and provide for them. 

CONTACTING ST JUDE’S 
Vicar day off - Saturday 
Church Wardens 
 
Occasional Minister 
Children 
Parish Office 

Rev Philip Robertson 
James Sturgeon 
Pradip Sudra 
Rev Ivor Saunders 
Nicky Robertson 
CLOSED 

827214 
269743 
334257 
751162 
827214 
 

philipsrobertson@virginmedia.com 
jmmsturgeon@gmail.com 
pradipsudra@gmail.com 
ivor.john@outlook.com 
nicky_is@hotmail.com 
 

Our building is open for Worship (recordings online through YouTube / Facebook Group / Website) 
St Jude’s Church, c/o The Vicarage 21A St Jude’s Road, Wolverhampton, WV6 0EB 

YouTube Channel: St Jude’s Church Wolverhampton      Facebook.com/ St Judes Church Community 
Website:  www.achurchnearyou.com/wolverhampton-st-judes 

 


