
 

 
 

   It’s Bluebell time again! 
What is your favourite place in the local area to see bluebells?  Send in your favourite place so people who 
have moved into the village know where they can go to find these spectacular spring displays of carpets of 
bluebells. Sadly, our native bluebell is losing ground to the Spanish bluebell. Introduced by the Victorians 
as a garden plant, the Spanish bluebell has made it 'over the garden wall' and  
out into the wild where it now crossbreeds with our native plants to produce a  
hybrid bluebell. But do you know the difference?  
The main differences between a Spanish bluebell and an English bluebell are: 
On the Spanish flower, the bells are all around the stem making it upright. 
The leaves are wider and bigger. The petals of each bell open wider and flare  
at the ends rather than curl.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  It is generally accepted, I think, that the Bible is the most widely read book in the world, and I certainly 
hope that is still true. “Widely read” - what does that mean, precisely? 
          There is, almost certainly, a Bible in the home of everyone reading this letter, and probably some of 
you have two, three or more, possibly just a New Testament or maybe a Children’s Bible from Sunday 
School days. Others will have big “Family Bibles” from years back, or several, all in different translations.  
I’m intrigued that the Good News Bible, very popular with many of us, was originally produced for those to 
whom English was a second language. 
How much, or how often, do we read this wonderful book, which Christians call “the Word of God”? 
Perhaps occasionally, or weekly (on Sunday), or regularly. day by day?  
          The Bible is, without doubt, a challenging book, particularly at a time when people seem to be 
reading less. Help is available in the form of (non-threatening) study notes, for example Word for Today, 
produced locally by United Christian Broadcasters, which comes out quarterly, sent by post, without any 
charge. Each day, a passage is chosen, and help given in understanding it - sometimes quite entertainingly. 
Last Sunday, the topic was “Dealing with our Sin.” A story was told of a Christian college professor who 
described himself as being ”nice to his students, respectful to colleagues, loving to his family, not 
adulterous nor thieving nor drug-taking nor swearing - and (I quote) flossing (teeth, I presume) regularly.” 
BUT......he realised that the real sins in his life were such things as bitterness, resenting the demands made 
on his time by other people, and “ thinking more about being great than being good, “ and “acting more 
spiritual than I am.”  Such Bible notes can be helpful in our walk with God. 
          We can, of course, just choose to read a chapter, or even half a chapter, each day. Some people try to 
read right through the Bible,  but I wouldn’t recommend that to a beginner - much less daunting to start 
with one of the Gospels, and if you would like to get hold of Bible study notes, please give me a ring, or 
contact U.C.B. on 01782911000, and ask for Word for Today to be sent to you. 
          And finally,.........there have been Bible study groups at St. Luke’s for over 30 years. Until lockdown, 
we met on Wednesday mornings and Friday evenings. Currently, we zoom on Friday night at 7.30. We 
always welcome newcomers!                                             Every blessing, Noreen. 
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On the English bluebell the bells are on one side of the stem which makes 
it droop. There are narrow bell-shaped flowers with rolled back tips. The 
English bluebell is a deeper blue and stronger scented. 

Spot the difference if you can! 
 

“I do not think I have ever seen anything more beautiful than the bluebell I 
have been looking at. I know the beauty of our Lord by it.” 

Gerard Manley Hopkins  
 

 



 
The BOOKSWAP is BACK! 
Alongside the Foodbank we are now offering the Bookswap facility again  
on Thursdays in the church porch.  Please place your book for donating into  
the plastic box so they can be quarantined and take one you would like  
to read from the bookcase. 
There are books for children on the bottom shelf.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Years ago when Bill and I were younger we had a strong desire to cut trees down in the churchyard. There 
was one particular tree that was leaning precariously over the church garage and if it fell, would demolish 
the garage. 
So we decided that it had to come down. The problem was that it needed to fall away from the garage  but 
also away from the A34, so as a precaution we asked the police to cone off the inside land of the north 
carriageway, which they did.  
Well, we cut it down so that it would fall safely, -  or so we thought. 
The tree, when it landed, bounced so that it closed completely the inside lane  
and inched slightly on the outside lane of the A34 causing us to panic to cut  
branchesoff. 
There are new trees growing there now but we won’t be cutting them down. 
                                                      
                                                                                               Just a memory. Graham  

 
 
 
 
Service of Morning Prayer St. Luke’s Church on Sunday 2nd May  10.00 
Apologies to our online worshippers this week – we will be unable to stream the service on Sunday due to 
technical teething difficulties and a staffing shortage. We hope to be back online next Sunday 9th May with 
Bishop Matthew.  
 
ZWITT Thursday morning worship 10.00 and Friday evening Bible Study on Zoom:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3558390555?pwd=ZlNvRVcxbHZ1VWRaUzhGS1Vqcy9QZz09          

Meeting ID: 355 839 0555      Passcode: 758581 
 
Church email:              stlukestittensor@gmail.com                    Prayer Coordinator:  Win Growcott 01782 372714                     
Church Wardens:       Pam Lowe 01785 819244                           David Porter 01785 818178    
Ministry team:            Rev Noreen Russell 01782 372992          Paul Graetz 01782 372356 
                                       Freda Bishop 01782 372924                     Alan Lowe 01785 819244 
A Church Near You  https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4551/ 

 

 

For sale : Alphalite electric bed 
Purchased 1st June 2020, it was only used for seven weeks. Since then  
it has sat in an empty house. It cost £687 (copy of the purchase invoice 
supplied). The Softrest washable contour foam mattress cost £179. 
The bed can be taken apart very easily either for storage or removal.  
All proceeds will be given to a charity.                Contact Win 372714 
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