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PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR 
EASTER SERVICES 

 

Thursday, 1st April 7:30 p.m. 
Maundy Thursday Compline on Zoom 

 

Friday, 2nd April 10:30 a.m. 
Good Friday Service of Reflection 

on Zoom 
 

Sunday, 4th April 
Easter Sunday Holy Communion 

10:30 a.m. in Church 
6:30 p.m. on Zoom 

PAST & FUTURE 
2020 brought its 

challenges – so what 

did we do and what 

about 2021? 
Find out overleaf → 

 

WELCOME 
If you have moved into the parish 
during 2020 or 2021 then we 
welcome you and hope you will be 
very happy in your new home and 
community. 
Sadly, the pandemic stopped us 
from communicating by newsletter 
as often as usual.  Although we 
have tried to keep our news 
updated on the web, on Facebook 
& have an email distribution list, 
we are very aware that there are 
still many who don’t have the 
technical access.  We also have 
callers for phoning those who like 
the personal contact. 
We trust this newsletter will give 
you a taste of what St James offers, 
but please do come and meet us as 
soon as you can. 

 

FAMILIES & 

CHILDREN 
Come and get involved 

when our activities 

take off this year. 
To find out more turn over→ 

A Big Thank You 
for the great response to our plea for 
financial help as the community and church 
family came together in support.  We are 
pleased to tell you we are also to receive a 
very welcome grant from the Church 
Commissioners.  Our financial difficulties are 
not over as even while the church is closed 
it still needs to be maintained to meet the 
standards required for a public building.  We 
are also planning to reopen and restart all of 
our activities as soon as possible. 

THEN & NOW 
Our Grade II Listed 

Church & Lychgate 

always need love and 

care.  What’s been 

happening in 2020 

and what next? 
See overleaf → 

To find out more or to donate to our mission in the community as we move 
forward into 2021 like our Facebook page and check out the web at 
St. James Westhead | Facebook 
St James Westhead - A Church Near You  
www.st-james-westhead.church 
Email: admin@st-james-westhead.church any time & for ZOOM ACCESS CODES 

Churchwardens 
St James Westhead 

Vicarage Lane 
Westhead 

 Ormskirk, L40 6HG 

Phone: Jayne on 01695 574878 
or  Barbara on 01695 575626  

CONTACTS 

https://www.facebook.com/StJamesWesthead
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/15231/
mailto:admin@st-james-westhead.church


PAST - 2020 
All continued as normal until the PM’s announcement 
on 16th March which turned our world upside down.  
Technology became the way forward and only one 
service was missed as we, with Christ Church 
Newburgh, were running on Zoom by 29th for Sunday 
services. To extend our pastoral care and 
communication in the parish we quickly developed an 
email distribution list and a telephone calling list along 
with appropriate procedures.  We joined with 
others in the community to get the Westhead 
Volunteer group in place.  A switch of focus 
and our church became a COVID secure 
environment – with now familiar sanitisers, 
signage, social distancing, and stripped of 
hymn books, Bibles and artefacts.  We were 
delighted to be open from August until 
Christmas 2020.       Because of the pandemic, 
support was needed near and far and despite the 
pandemic we did our best.  Alongside Lathom St James’ 

Church of England School we 
continued our collections for the 
Food Bank, particularly at Harvest, 
and our support for The Women’s 
Refuge and The Children’s Society 
at Christmas.  We also joined with 
the School to twin their toilets 
making a big difference to the 
Kabale District of Uganda. 

Globally charities are extra busy and needy and we 
gave support to Massai Evangelistic Girls Scholarship 
Fund, Release International, Open Doors & Church 
Mission Society. 
And this was the year to review our mission partners 
and we selected Mission Aviation Fellowship and 
57:Fourteen. 

FUTURE - 2021 
The current lockdown sees Sunday Services continuing 
on Zoom though we hope to be opening our doors 
again soon.  We continue to take advice and listen to 
the local statistics to inform our decisions. 
During Lent The Wellbeing Journey is open to 
everyone, and explores holistic wellness: body, mind & 
spirit and is based around the six key areas of wellness: 
physical, emotional, spiritual, relational, vocational and 
financial.   
Discussions are underway for 
opening up other activities.  Look 
out for our Coffee & Chat on 
Saturday mornings which has been 
running for over 5 years now and 
Cameo (Come & Meet Each Other) 
which is hoping to resume with 
the Annual Strawberry Tea in June 
or July.  All are open to everyone. 
And, of course, if you are planning Your Wedding, we 
are taking bookings.  Do come and look at St James’ 
Church and see if this is the venue for your ceremony. 

FAMILIES & CHILDREN 
Looking ahead we hope to restart activities as soon as possible following appropriate planning and preparation.  
Here is a view of what we usually have available. 
Family, Fun & Food – fun time for families held in Westhead Village Hall on Saturday teatime once a half-term. 
Venture and Venture+ on Wednesday evenings at St James’ Church for children from age 7 (year 3) to 17. 
Game of 2 Halves (God Slot + Chill & Chat) held monthly Sunday evenings alternating between St James’ Church, 
Westhead and Christ Church, Newburgh for high school age young people. 
The pandemic obviously stopped these regular sessions and also resulted in cancellation of the popular Sleepout 
for the Whitechapel Centre. 
Venture & G2H have continued on an adhoc basis being held on Zoom and Microsoft Teams but it will be good to 
be able to meet up again face to face and make use of the facilities we have at the church for the young people. 

THEN - 2020  

The new hedge was planted and a big thank you for a 
volunteer from the parish who has been lavishing care 
and attention on it and also to those who have joined 
in our graveyard working parties. 

Inside, the 
long-awaited 
carpets were 
laid in church 
and removal 
of the old 
carpet 
uncovered 
these tiles 

NOW - 2021 
Our decision is for the tiles to remain uncovered.  So, 
this year, cleaning tiles, finishing stonework and 
completing refurbishment of the vestry are our targets.  
Thank you to another member of the parish for the 
donation of a new sink unit for the vestry. 
 
Please note that the funds for all of this project work 
had already been put aside before 2020. 
 
We are currently fundraising for necessary roof works 
& gutter work.  To date we have received 5 grants 
towards this work which cover 27% of the costs. 



 


