
Alleluia. Christ is risen He is risen indeed. Alleluia 
 

Glory be to you, God, our strength and our redeemer 
 

The vacant cross and the empty tomb Vindicate your claim 
That the love which suffers Is the love which saves 
 

So fill your people with joy And your Church with celebration 
That the world may know 
That your holy son Jesus 
Is not a dead hero we commemorate, 
But the living Lord we worship, 
To whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
Be our praise for ever and ever. Amen.  
 



Hymn 
Lord, the light of your love is shining, 
In the midst of the darkness, shining: 

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us; 
Set us free by the truth you now bring us – 

Shine on me, shine on me. 
 

Lord, I come to your awesome presence, 
From the shadows into your radiance; 

By your blood I may enter your brightness: 
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness, 

Shine on me, shine on me. 
 

As we gaze on your kingly brightness 
So our faces display your likeness, 
Ever changing from glory to glory: 

Mirrored here, may our lives tell your story. 
Shine on me, shine on me. 

Shine, Jesus, shine, 
Fill this land with the Father’s glory; 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze, 
Set our hearts on fire. 

Flow, river, flow, 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy; 

Send forth your word, Lord, 
And let there be light! 

 

Sorry 
Jesus Christ, risen master and triumphant Lord, 
We come to you in sorrow for our sins, 
And confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 
 

We have lived by our own strength, 
And not by the power of your resurrection 
In your mercy, forgive us Lord hear us and help us. 

We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 
As faithless and not believing 
In your mercy, forgive us Lord hear us and help us. 



We have lived for this world alone, 
And doubted our home in heaven 
In your mercy, forgive us Lord hear us and help us. 

Absolution 
May the Father forgive us By the death of his son 
And strengthen us to live in the power of the Spirit all our days. 

 

Gloria 
Glory to God in the Highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world:  
have mercy on us 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  
 

Collect: 
Almighty Father, 
You have given your only Son to die for our sins 
And rise again for our justification; 
Grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness 
That we may always serve you in pureness of living and truth; 
Through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ or Lord, 
Who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
One God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

NT Reading: Acts 4: 32-35 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no 
one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned 
was held in common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was 
not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them 
and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, 
and it was distributed to each as any had need. 



This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 

Gospel Reading: John 20: 19-end 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John  
Glory to you O Lord 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of 
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw 
the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But 
he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my 
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my 



hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have 
you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have come to believe.’ 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have 
life in his name. 
At the end: This is the Gospel of the Lord: Praise to you O Christ 
 

Hymn: 
O Jesus, I have promised 
To serve thee to the end; 
Be thou for ever near me, 
My Master and my Friend: 
I shall not fear the battle 

If thou are by my side, 
Nor wander from the pathway 

If thou wilt be my guide. 
 

O Jesus, thou hast promised 
To all who follow thee, 

That where thou art in glory 
There shall thy servant be; 
And, Jesus, I have promised 

To serve thee to the end: 
O give me grace to follow, 
My Master and my  Friend. 

 

O let me see thy foot-marks, 
And in them plant mine own; 

My hope to follow duly 
Is in thy strength alone: 

O guide me, call me, draw me, 
Uphold me to the end; 

And then in heaven receive me, 
My Saviour and my Friend 

 



Reflection: 
If only the step from doubt to faith was a one off, a single jump! 
Thomas had “enough” faith to follow Jesus, but doubted and questioned.  For 
whatever reason he wasn’t there when the resurrected Jesus appeared to the 
disciples and stubbornly refused to accept what they told him. When Jesus 
appeared again a week later his faith was renewed. The story goes that Thomas 
travelled to India to share the good news and that he was martyred there. I 
suspect that journey wasn’t without its doubts and uncertainty! 
Sometimes it’s the doubts and questions that not only challenge, but grow our 
faith. The resurrection of Jesus isn’t provable, we have the empty tomb, the 
accounts of his appearances and his ascension, but can only begin to grasp the 
meaning and depth of God’s love in those events by steps of faith, and they 
aren’t uniform. There are times when it feels like two steps forward and at 
least one step backwards, let alone the side steps! 
But it’s those steps that led Thomas to India, those steps that led the first 
followers of Jesus to respond with generosity and sacrifice of lifestyle. 
As we celebrate the hope and joy of Easter what will that do to encourage our 
faith to grow? What response will it demand? Doubts and questions - maybe, 
challenges – certainly, and…..? 
 

Creed: 
I believe in the God of Easter morning 

Who awakes us from our darkest dreams 
And leads us into the light of a new day, 

Who meets our pessimism 
With stunning hope Of angelic proclamation. 

  

I believe in the God of Easter Day 
Who beats us to the obstacles in our lives 

And empties the dark tomb for us; 
Who appears in surprising ways 

 When we least expect it; 
Walking with us On our detours.  

  

I believe in the God of Easter evening 
Who breaks into our closets and prisons, 

Bringing peace and crushing our fear. 
I believe in the risen Lord who meets us 

 with wounds on his hands and feet; 



Who grants us his spirit, Sending us out 
To bring Shalom to the world. Amen. 

Prayers 
We pray for our world, for countries ravaged by war and natural disasters. We 
pray for those countries struggling with Covid who have little or no vaccines. 
 

We pray for our country, for those making decisions, give them wisdom and 
courage to act wisely. We pray for those who are on the frontline, who are 
exhausted from the effects of the pandemic, give them rest. 
 

We pray for the bereaved, especially those who haven’t been able to grieve 
with or for loved ones. We pray for those still struggling with illness and 
weariness. We think of those who are anxious and afraid to go out, those who 
have been isolated for so long and those who are lonely. 
 

We pray for our churches, some open, some still worshipping in other ways, help 
us to go forward in the way you lead us, not to just return to what we have 
always done. 
 

We pray for ourselves, that we don’t need a sign to believe in you, that we trust 
you to supply everything we need in our lives.  Through our risen, redeeming 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Hymn 
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 

Endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won; 
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

Kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 
 

Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 

Let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 
For her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting: 

  

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life; 
Life is nought without thee: aid us in our strife; 

Make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love; 
Bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above: 



Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 
Endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 

 

Alleluia, Christ is risen He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
 

God the Father by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, 
Open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life. 
God the Son, who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory, 
Give you joy as you share the Easter faith. 
God the Holy Spirit, who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord, 
Empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace 
And the blessing… 
 

With the risen life of Christ within you, go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, 
alleluia. 
Thanks be to God, Alleluia, alleluia 
	

	


