
 

 

 

 

 

         

In response to the death of HRH Prince Philip: 

 If  you would like to send a personal message of condolence, please visit the Church of England website to 
access the online Book of Condolence 

 St. Luke's bells will be rung for an hour followed by a minute's silence prior to the funeral of  
HRH Prince Philip at 3pm Saturday 17th April  

 The church will be open on Sunday 18th April from 11-12am for private prayer to reflect on the life of His 
Royal Highness the Duke Of Edinburgh 

         
      
 
           In many ways, the last twelve months have given us time to reflect, to be thankful 
 for the good things in our lives and perhaps to look at issues around life and death  
which are not usually uppermost in our minds. We may have become more thoughtful  
about the needs of others, and also about matters of faith and God. 
          Something which I have been mulling over is the question, “What is the church for?” 
There are many answers to that question, and to some extent they depend on where people live. In some parts of 
the world the Christian Church is seen as a threat to the native culture and religion. In some  
places, that may simply lead to discrimination in education and jobs, which may leave families short of food, and 
often causes them to move away from their country. Elsewhere, persecution is fierce, leading to murder and the 
destruction of church buildings. In both cases, the worldwide church is often a source of material support through 
agencies such as Christian Aid and Tear Fund, as well as prayer for our persecuted brothers and sisters. Add to that 
the missionary work of the church, making known the love of God in Jesus for every human being on our planet. 
          What about this country? What about St. Luke’s, our local church? What are we able to do to fulfil our mission 
as part of God’s plan? What are we for? 
          One thing I am grateful to God for is that this is a country where you are free to practise the Christian faith (as 
well as providing that same religious freedom to those of other faiths). This is a place where the Queen is head of the 
state church, and in the last few days, with the death of Prince Philip, we have often been reminded of that by the 
press. Many of  us are praying for his family, and at his funeral ,the Easter hope of resurrection is bound to be 
central. That’s the national side of “the church.” The role of a church locally is at least as important. In normal 
circumstances, we provide opportunities for worship and fellowship. Technology, via zooming, television and radio, 
has attempted to meet the need recently. The church’s principal job is to make Jesus known, through worship and 
also by showing Christian love in a practical way - pastoral care, prayer for those in need, Food Bank, and help 
offered in a variety of ways. The opportunities are endless. 
          Books have been written on this topic, and as hopefully we return to near-normal, let us never lose sight of 
Jesus, the founder and head of the worldwide church. Let us seek His grace and help to do what He wants each one 
of us to do in serving Him, locally and further afield. May God bless us all.      Noreen. 
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                                        St. Luke’s Church re-opening: 
                                           Service of Holy Communion on Sunday 18th April 10.00 

                                              All safety measures including social distancing will remain in place. 
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A prayer for the Queen and Royal family: 
Most merciful God, whose wisdom is beyond our understanding, 
surround the Queen and the Royal Family with your love, that they may 
not be overwhelmed by their loss, but have confidence in your goodness, 
and strength to meet the days to come. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. Amen 
 

 

 

 



                          Earth Day 22nd April 
Every April, millions of people around the world mark Earth Day to  
show support for the environment. Established in 1970 in the US, the  
annual event brings together millions of people from around the world  
in support of the environment, highlighting the urgent action we need  
to take to save our planet.  
Fittingly, this year’s theme is Restore Our Earth, which focuses not only on the need to reduce our impact on the 
planet as we recover from the effects of Covid-19, but also how we can play a role in repairing the damage we’ve 
done. “We must look at natural processes, green technologies, and innovative thinking that can make a lasting and 
transformative impact to restore our Earth,” Rogers says.  
Today, Earth Day is the largest secular holiday in the world, with more than 500 million people taking part in 174 
countries around the world.  
 

 

 

What we can do to help Restore our Earth? We could follow the lead of Gabriel Croft who cleaned up the 
litter and rubbish from the layby and lane near the caves as he works towards his Duke of Edinburgh award. 
See the story and pics on the Tittensor BKV Facebook page. 

Next time you go for a walk, however short, take a bag and pick up any litter you see – 
if everyone helps, together we can make our village beautiful! 

 
 

FRIDAY APRIL 23RD is designated as the LICHFIELD DIOCESAN DAY OF PRAYER 
Churches, schools, chaplaincies and everyone across the diocese are invited to join a 24 hour Day of Prayer 
beginning at 7am on Friday 23rd until 7am on Sat 24th April. 

"We receive your gifts, believe your promises and trust you for the future. 
May we cease trying to fix the church and join with you in loving your world. 
May we hear your call to fullness of life and share it with others.  
May we be shaped by the Good News of Jesus, the light of the world 
And may we seek your kingdom as People of Hope. Amen.    

They hope to have a deanery somewhere in the diocese praying for most of the 24 hours!  
The slot for Stone Deanery if from 4.30 – 5.00pm. Do join in if you are able. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church email:              stlukestittensor@gmail.com                    Prayer Coordinator:  Win Growcott 01782 372714                     
Church Wardens:       Pam Lowe 01785 819244                           David Porter 01785 818178    
Ministry team:            Rev Noreen Russell 01782 372992          Paul Graetz 01782 372356 
                                       Freda Bishop 01782 372924                     Alan Lowe 01785 819244 
A Church Near You  https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4551/ 

On Wednesday 21st April at 11am there will be a Thanksgiving Service for the 
life of Barbara Fieldhouse, who died 10th March, followed by the internment of 
ashes. Due to the present restrictions the service is invitation only.  If anyone 
wishes to make a donation in memory of Barbara please use our “Just Giving” 
page at https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/tittensorcommunitywork 
or contact the church wardens. 

"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtfully committed citizens can change the 
world. Indeed, it's the only thing that ever has." -- Margaret Mead 
 

 

ZWITT Thursday morning worship 10.00 and Friday evening Bible Study 16th April on Zoom:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3558390555?pwd=ZlNvRVcxbHZ1VWRaUzhGS1Vqcy9QZz09         

Meeting ID: 355 839 0555      Passcode: 758581 
 

 

 

https://www.vogue.co.uk/news/article/how-earth-has-changed-in-50-years
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2021/
https://www.earthday.org/toolkit-earth-day-2021-restore-our-earth/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4551/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/tittensorcommunitywork
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3558390555?pwd=ZlNvRVcxbHZ1VWRaUzhGS1Vqcy9QZz09

