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Storth Village Church: Please see 
local notices for current 

details. Services 
10.30am Sundays.

Parish Diary - MAY 2021
Sun 2nd 2nd  Sunday of Easter 9.30 Parish Communion St James’
Sun 9th 3rd Sunday of Easter 9.30 Parish Communion St James’
Sun 16th 4th  Sunday of Easter 9.30 Parish Communion St James’
Sun 23rd Pentecost 9.30 Parish Communion St James’
Sun 30th Trinity Sunday 9.30 Parish Communion St James’

Please note any additional services will 
be announced

on the pew sheets.



Applications for Baptisms, 
Weddings etc
Please contact:
Rev. Andrew B. Norman, 
email: revdabn@gmail.com
The Parsonage, Stanley Street, 
Beetham, Milnthorpe, LA7 7AS
Tel:015395 62355 

House Communions and Home 
Visit
If you know of anyone who is sick or would 
like a phone contact, please inform the 
Vicar (contact details above). The Revd. 
Andrew Norman will be pleased to offer 
spiritual direction.

Please tell the Vicar if you (or any one 
you know from the parish) is in hospital or 
confined at home as we may not be aware.
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CHURCH NOTICES

PASTORAL CARE GROUP
These are distressing times and many 
of us are anxious and worried. Due 

to government restrictions we are not 
able to visit but please contact one 
of the following if you would like a 

phone call 

Mrs Anne Jackson  01524 761174
or the Church Wardens.

St James’ Parish Church: Registered 
Charity in England & Wales. Registered 

Charity No. 1143293.

Church Mission Statement
The villages of Arnside and Storth have churches where EVERYONE:

is welcome - can worship and encounter God - 
can learn more of God and his ways. We do this together, not alone.

Priest in Charge:    Revd. Andrew Bryan Norman   (015395) 62355
    email: revdabn@gmail.com       
Churchwardens:        Mr Ian Service     (01524) 762019
    Mr Edgar Shepherd    (01524) 761132
Headteacher:     Mr Nick Sharp, Arnside National C.E.School   (01524) 761159

Storth Village Church
Priest in Charge:  Revd. Andrew Bryan Norman   (015395) 62355
Headteacher:  Mr Simon Brabant, Storth C.of E.School (015395) 62517
St James’ Parish Church: Registered Charity in England & Wales.  Registered Charity  No. 1143293.

St James Church, Arnside
CONTACTS
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Letter from the Parsonage, 
Beetham

Dear friends

Continued on page 5

On Easter Monday I was listening to 
the radio and heard the news-reporter 

say ‘now that Easter is over and out of the 
way we can look ahead to the rest of what 
the Spring has to offer’. Though admittedly 
I wasn’t really paying close attention to the 
programme, the choice of words intrigued 
me and rather startled me, not least since I 
was still full of the joy and exuberance that 
comes with the celebration of Easter Day. 
Though Easter eggs and other associated gifts 
have been readily available in shops since 
Christmas, no sooner have we proclaimed 
Christ is risen than the world quickly hurries 
us to move on to what lies ahead. 

Of course, the truth of the matter is the 
complete opposite with Eastertide making up 
the longest and most exuberant of the seasons 
in the church’s year, reaching its culmination 
with the feast of Pentecost on Sunday 23rd 
May. When after rejoicing in the good news 
of Jesus’ resurrection, we celebrate God’s 
gift of the Holy Spirit. That empowering and 
creative presence, visible in rushing wind 
and tongue of flame, that gave to the earliest 
disciples power and confidence to begin 
sharing the gospel to all people and all places. 

For the Church today, we live not only in 
the light of Easter but also in the promise of 
Pentecost, the same Spirit that was given in 
Jerusalem those many years ago, still alive 

and at work in our lives today. 
We remember then that in marking the 

Easter season the ‘feast’ is longer than the 
‘fast. Whereas Lent lasted for forty days and 
nights, we rejoice for fifty days in Eastertide. 
It is not all over in a day, recognising that just 
like Jesus’ first followers we need time to 
adjust to the contours of resurrection and grow 
into the fulness of what it means to share the 
risen life of the one whom God raised from 
the dead. In this the Christian calendar maps 
closely on to the scriptural accounts and the 
detailed information given in the Acts of the 
Apostles, where we’re told that following his 
resurrection Jesus ‘presented himself alive 
by many convincing proofs appearing over 
forty days and speaking about the kingdom 
of God’ (1.3). The fortieth day sees Jesus’ 
ascension, his return to his Father in heaven, 
followed ten days later by the gift of his Spirit 
at Pentecost. 

If Easter begins in the early morning haze 
and surprise of a visit to the empty tomb, the 
season ends with expectation and conviction 
as the first apostles begin to share the story of 
Jesus with everyone who had ears to listen. 
Their lives a compelling testimony to all that 
God had done in raising Christ from the dead, 
the light of Easter reaching into the pain, 
grief, bewilderment and disappointment of 
life and kindling new hope and life. 

The gospel of Easter giving us a new way 



anything I can remember in my prayers, or 
if you need anything pastorally, prayerfully 
or practically. I am of course willing and able 
to visit as appropriate by request. Please feel 
free to get in contact about visiting or holy 
communion at home or any other matter. May 
the Lord bless and keep you and yours.  

of seeing and a different direction of travel; 
an invitation to shape our lives around the 
faithfulness of the God whose love for us 
really is stronger than death. In knowing the 
stone to be rolled away from Jesus’ tomb, 
we are reminded that God will always seek 
to release us from everything that might trap 
us in fear and guilt, rolling away the stones 
which keep us separated from him and thus 
from each other. In this, we can say that 
Easter is never really over, since it marks the 
beginning of something that shall never be 
ended. We make ‘Alleluia’ our song because it 
proclaims, whatever our situation or emotion, 
the beginning of something new, exciting and 
eternal. 

It is perhaps apposite then that we journey 
through Eastertide at a time when as we adapt 
to the changing national restrictions and see 
many of the things that offer contentment 
and stability opening up. After a year of 
tribulation and turmoil we emerge with 
expectation, as well as caution, changed by 
the demands of this pandemic, but trusting in 
the God of resurrection, who is always with 
us; remarking and restoring us by the gifts of 
his grace.  

The days of Easter provide us with an 
opportunity to align our lives and warm our 
hearts to such an assurance, asking from God 
faith to believe and know the presence of the 
risen Christ in our midst, calling our name 
and bestowing a peace that only he can give. 

Alleluia. Christ is risen! He risen indeed, 
alleluia! 

With every good wish and prayer for 
God’s blessing 
this Eastertide, 

post-script
As always, please do be in touch if you 

would like someone to talk to, if there is 

Deepest Sympathy

It was with shock and great sadness that 
we learned of the sudden passing of Nancy 
and Barry’s daughter, Jacqueline Harrison.

Jacqueline was christened in St James 
and sang in the choir as a child. As manager 
of Westmorland Court Nursing Home, she 
became a friend and support to many of the 
residents and their families and was very 
highly regarded.

Please remember in your prayers  Nancy 
and Barry, Jacqueline’s  husband Simon, 
daughters Caitlin and Roz and Jacqueline’s 
grandchildren as well as her brothers David 
and Chris.

We ask that the Lord brings comfort to 
Nancy and Barry at this time of tragic loss 
and to Jacqueline’s family that they may 
know the Lord’s comfort and strength at 
this time. May Jacqueline rest in peace and 
rise in glory.
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Prayer following the Death of 
His Royal Highness The Prince 
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
Lord of Lords, King of Kings, and love of 
souls,  we give you thanks
for the life of PHILIP, Duke of Edinburgh:
for the grace and mercy he received from 
you,
for his faithful love and support of Her 
Majesty, the Queen,
and his service to this nation at home and 
abroad.
Receive him into your 
loving arms, that for him, 
and for us
death may be the gate 
to life in your eternal 
presence;
through Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, world without end.
Amen

HRH THE PRINCE PHILIP, DUKE OF EDINBURGH
KG, KT, OM, GCVO, GBE

A man  of  faith and public  service, H.R.H. 
Prince Philip has been a figure at the heart 
of our shared national life for many decades 
as a dedicated servant of the Queen, 
the country and the commonwealth. A 
constant and unswerving support to Her 
Majesty the Queen since their marriage 
73 years ago in 1947. Her Majesty has 
often acknowledged her debt to him and 
encouraged the country to celebrate his 
often unseen but determined contributions 
to our common life. The work of Prince 
Philip has inspired many in various 
different ways and we thus remember 
before God the death of a faithful servant 
who we trust has been drawn ever nearer 
into the presence of the God whom he 
knew and believed. 

At this time, we recall with joy and hope 
the Easter promise of eternal life in Jesus 
Christ and pray with gratitude for Prince 
Philip’s life of service, duty and care. May 
Her Majesty the Queen and all members 
of the Royal Family know the comfort 
and peace of the Lord in this time of 
grief, that His Royal Highness may rest 
in peace and rise in glory. 

If you would like to write a message, 
books of condolence have been made 
available by both the Royal Family and 
the Church of England and can be found 
here: 

https://www.royal.uk/condolence 

https://www.churchofengland.org/
remembering-his-royal-highness-

prince-philip
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Pentecost took place on the well-
established Jewish festival of Firstfruits, 
which was observed at the beginning of 
the wheat harvest. It was seven weeks 
after Easter, or 50 days including Easter.

A feast day to celebrate the country’s 
wheat harvest does not sound exactly 
world-changing, but that year, it became 
one of the most important days in world 
history. For Pentecost was the day that 
Jesus sent the Holy Spirit - the day the 
Church was born.

Jesus had told His disciples that 
something big was going to happen, and 
that they were to wait for it in Jerusalem, 
instead of returning to Galilee. Jesus had 
plans for His disciples, but He knew they 
could not do the work themselves. They 
would need His help.

And so, they waited in Jerusalem, 
praying together with His other followers, 
for many days. Then, on that fateful 
morning there was suddenly the sound 
as of a mighty rushing wind. Tongues of 
flame flickered on their heads, and they 
began to praise God in many tongues, 
to the astonishment of those who heard 
them. The curse of Babel (Genesis 11: 
1- 9) was dramatically reversed that 

morning.     
That morning the Holy Spirit came to dwell 

in the disciples and followers of Jesus. The 
Church was born. The Christians were suddenly 
full of life and power, utterly different from 
their former fearful selves. The change in them 
was permanent.

Peter gave the first ever sermon of the 
Christian Church that morning, proclaiming 
Jesus was the Messiah. 

His boldness in the face of possible death 
was in marked contrast to the man who had 
denied Jesus 50 days before.  And 3,000 people 
responded, were converted, and were baptised. 
How’s that for fast church growth!

Of course, Pentecost was not the first time the 
Holy Spirit had acted in this world. All through 
the Old Testament there are accounts of how 
God’s Spirit guided people and strengthened 
them. 

Now, because of Christ’s death and 
resurrection, every Christian could have the 
confidence that Jesus was with them constantly, 
through the indwelling of His Holy Spirit.

Day of Pentecost,
Whit Sunday, 23rd May
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May Morning on 
Magdalen Tower

Wishing you a joyful May. Many of you who 
have visited the Lady Lever Art Gallery on 
the Wirral, may be familiar with this painting. 
Below is an article you might find interesting 
and if you haven’t yet visited the Gallery 
perhaps its time to put it on your bucket list.

When Van Gogh painted ‘The 
Raising of Lazarus’, he turned to 
Rembrandt for inspiration. But 

in place of the figure of Jesus, he painted a 
warm, glowing sun, radiant in the sky, and 
shining out to bring renewal of life to Lazarus 
and his sisters. 

From time immemorial people have placed 
the sun at the centre of life and worship. As 
Christianity grew and spread, it took over 
ceremonies and practices associated with 
that belief, but then moved the focus from 
the sun above to the Son, Jesus, on the earth 
below.  

We can see that in the traditions and 
worship of Christmas and Easter. In May 
we celebrate the goodness and fruitfulness 
of nature brought by the sun with Maypole 
dancing, the crowning of the May Queen, and 
games and sports, just as the Romans went 
dancing in the fields at this time, rejoicing in 
the gifts of Flora, the goddess of nature. In 
May the druids would greet the sun in the sky 
as they gathered on a high place. 

That custom persisted for several 
centuries, particularly at Magdalen College 
in Oxford. In 1840, Dr John Bloxam 
revived the ceremony. Holman Hunt, one 
of that group of artists known as the Pre-
Raphaelites, visited Oxford in 1851 and so 
enjoyed the Christmas festivities that he 
decided to honour the college life in one of 
his paintings. That decision took many years 
to reach the canvas: his painting of ‘May 

Morning on Magdalen Tower’ is one of his 
last complete works in 1890.

We can easily identify the choristers 
gathered to greet the rising sun in music and 
song. Amid the clouds and blue sky above, 
the birds are flying and the floor where the 
choir stand is bedecked with flowers. It is a 
glorious celebration of the fruitfulness of May 
and the summer: God’s creation bringing so 
many gifts. The president of the college is 
the man with the dark beard at the right of 
the painting, and Dr Bloxam is beside him. 

However, there is an unusual character 
there also, at the side of the painting – a Parsee, 
an ancient worshipper of the sun from Persia, 
perhaps representing not just those who look 
to the light of the sun, but are also searching 
for the light of truth. The young chorister in 
the middle looking out at us holds a lily, the 
symbol of Mary, the mother of God’s Son.

All creation is gathered to greet the dawn 
and the rising sun of May – the birds above 
and people below, young and old, Christian 
and non-Christian - all united to proclaim the 
goodness and renewal promised by the sun. 

Holman Hunt said that he wanted to 
represent ‘the spirit of a beautiful, primitive 
and in a large sense eternal service.’ Here 
is a vivid reminder that the faith we profess 
opens our eyes to God’s goodness and glory 
symbolised in the rising sun, and that He 
welcomes everyone to share in those gifts.

Rev. Michael Burgess, ©Parish Pump

The painting hangs in the Lady Lever 
Art Gallery on the Wirral and is part of  

Liverpool Museums.
  

You can view it online at: 
http://www.williamholmanhunt.org/may-

morning-on-magdalen-tower/

St James’ Church is fortunate to have a 
wonderful stained glass window by Holman 
Hunt - The Light of the World.



Sunday 2nd May
Sandy Felton
Sunday 9th May
Sand  Humphery
Sunday 16th May
Helen Leach
Sunday 23rd May
Pat Ellis
Sunday 30th May
Steph Woodburn
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READERS FOR MAY
Sunday 2nd May 

(Fifth Sunday of Easter)
Genesis 22: 1-18 -  Mrs S Humphery

Acts 8:26-40 - Mrs S Woodburn
John 15: 1-8

 
Sunday 9th May

(Sixth Sunday of Easter)
Isaiah 55: 1-11 - Mr A Mitchell
Acts 10: 44-48 -  Mrs Y Service

John 15: 9-17

Sunday 16th May
(Seventh Sunday of Easter)

Ezekiel 36: 24-28 - Mr E G Taylor
Acts 1: 15-17, 21-26 - Mrs J Mitchell

John 17: 6-19 

Sunday 23rd May
(Pentecost - Whit Sunday)
Ezekiel 37: 1-14 - Mrs S E Felton

Acts 2.1-21 or Romans 8.22-27 - Mrs J Bratt
John 15: 26-27; 16.4b-1

Sunday 30th May
(Trinity Sunday)

Isaiah 6: 1-8 - Mrs J Chatham
Romans 8: 12-17 - Mrs S Humphery

John 3: 1-17 -

The Gospel is read by the Vicar.

PRAYER ROTA

FUNERALS
Monday 12th April 

(Beetham Hall)
William Matthews

Friday 16th April 
(Beetham Hall)

Christopher Bratt

Friday 23rd April 
Jacqueline Harrison
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COLLECTS and READINGS for SUNDAYS IN MAY

The Fifth Sunday of Easter – 
Sunday 2nd May 
Acts 8.26-40;  Psalm 22.25-31
1 John 4.7-21; John 15.1-8

Collect
Almighty God,
who through your only-begotten Son Jesus 
Christ
have overcome death and opened to us the 
gate of everlasting life:
grant that, as by your grace going before us
you put into our minds good desires,
so by your continual help
we may bring them to good effect;
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer
Eternal God,
whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the 
truth, and the life:
grant us to walk in his way,
to rejoice in his truth,
and to share his risen life;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Sixth Sunday of Easter – 
Sunday 9th May 
Acts 10.44-48; Psalm 98
1 John 5.1-6; John 15.9-17

Collect
God our redeemer,
you have delivered us from the power of 
darkness and brought us into the kingdom 
of your Son:
grant, that as by his death he has recalled 
us to life, so by his continual presence in 

us he may raise us to eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.     Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer
God our Father,
whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of 
eternal life: may we thirst for you,
the spring of life and source of goodness,
through him who is alive and reigns, now 
and for ever.     Amen.

ASCENSION DAY – Thursday 
13th  May
Daniel 7.9-14;  Psalm 47
Acts 1.1-11; Luke 24.44-53

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that as we believe your only-begotten Son 
our Lord Jesus Christ
to have ascended into the heavens,
so we in heart and mind may also ascend
and with him continually dwell;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.     Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer
God our Father,
you have raised our humanity in Christ
and have fed us with the bread of heaven:
mercifully grant that, nourished with such 
spiritual blessings, we may set our hearts in 
the heavenly places;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Seventh Sunday of Easter – 
Sunday 16th May
(Sunday after Ascension Day) 
Acts 1.15-17,21-26;  Psalm 1
1 John 5.9-13; John 17.6-19

Collect
O God the King of glory,
you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ
with great triumph to your kingdom in 
heaven:
we beseech you, leave us not comfortless,
but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us
and exalt us to the place where our Saviour 
Christ is gone before, who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.    Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer
Eternal God, giver of love and power,
your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the 
world
to preach the gospel of his kingdom:
confirm us in this mission,
and help us to live the good news we pro-
claim; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PENTECOST – Sunday 23rd May 
(Whit Sunday)
Ezekiel 37.1-14; Psalm 104.26-36,37b
Acts 2.1-21
John 15.26-27; 16.4b-15
Collect
God, who as at this time
taught the hearts of your faithful people
by sending to them the light of your Holy 
Spirit: grant us by the same Spirit
to have a right judgement in all things
and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort;
through the merits of Christ Jesus our 
Saviour,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.      Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer
Faithful God,
who fulfilled the promises of Easter
by sending us your Holy Spirit
and opening to every race and nation
the way of life eternal:
open our lips by your Spirit,
that every tongue may tell of your glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

TRINITY SUNDAY – Sunday 
30th May 
Isaiah 6.1-8; Psalm 29
Romans 8.12-17; John 3.1-17

Collect
Almighty and everlasting God,
you have given us your servants grace,
by the confession of a true faith,
to acknowledge the glory of the eternal 
Trinity and in the power of the divine 
majesty to worship the Unity:
keep us steadfast in this faith,
that we may evermore be defended from all 
adversities;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.      Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer
Almighty and eternal God,
you have revealed yourself as Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit,
and live and reign in the perfect unity of 
love:
hold us firm in this faith,
that we may know you in all your ways
and evermore rejoice in your eternal glory,
who are three Persons yet one God,
now and for ever.
Amen.
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FROM OUR 
SCHOOLS

Storth School
Headteacher, Mr S Brabant

Arnside National School
Headteacher, Mr N. Sharp 

As our schools are just returning after 
the Easter break, there is no school report 
this month. We hold all staff, children and 
their families in our prayers and hearts 
and pray that they have a successful and 
safe Summer term. We look forward to all 
their news in June.

Alcuin of York, Abbot of 
Tours, a teacher of genius

Here is a saint for all primary school teachers 
who have a passion to help children learn to 
read and write. 

Alcuin was born near York in about 735. 
His family were of noble stock, and they sent 
him to York Cathedral School, which had the 
best teachers in the land. They soon realised 
that Alcuin had a genius for learning, and 
within a few years he had become master of 
the school himself. Under his guidance, the 
fame of the school grew, with more pupils 
and an ever-increasing library.  

In 781 Alcuin visited Rome, where he 
met Charlemagne, then King of the Franks, 
who persuaded him to move to Aachen and 
become master of the palace school – in 
effect his minister of education.

Alcuin did a magnificent job – he went 
on to establish a primary school in every 
town and village, and because the teachers 
were the clergy, he saw to it that their own 
literacy and education were improved. But 
Alcuin did much more – he set up scriptoria 
for the copying and preservation of ancient 
manuscripts, for which we owe him the 
survival of many classical authors. He is also 
credited with inventing cursive script – or as 
we know it, ‘joined-up writing’ – as an aid to 
speedier copying.

Alcuin also revised the Latin liturgy, wrote 
nine biblical commentaries, revised the 
Vulgate Bible, and supported the orthodox 
doctrine of the procession of the Holy Spirit 
from the Father and the Son.  

By 796, Alcuin was over 60 and ready to 
retire. Charlemagne appointed him Abbot of 
St Martin’s at Tours, and here, in his declining 
years, he built up a model monastic school 
as he had done at York and Aachen. He died 
in May 804, but his influence lives on today, 
and affects hundreds of millions of us – all of 
us, in fact, who use joined-up writing!

100 years of the British Legion
One hundred years ago, on 15th May 1921, 
the British Legion was founded in the 
aftermath of the First World War, to provide 
support to veterans of the British Armed 
Forces, their families and dependants.

In 1922, the Legion’s poppy factory 
opened in the Old Kent Road, London, 
with 40 disabled men manufacturing 1000 
poppies a week. The first Poppy Day 
was held that same year. The Festival of 
Remembrance began in 1927, and the 
Legion became ‘Royal’ in 1971 – 50 years 
ago – on its golden anniversary.
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Vicar’s Sunday Notes
If you do not receive Andrew’s weekly 
email with links to audio service and 
church information, please do let him 
know and he will add you to the list. 

revdabn@gmail.com

Visit the C of E online page

Time to Pray app: 
https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps/time-

to-pray
which is free and has an accompanying 
daily audio offering on SoundCloud and 
iTunes.

Mental health reflections: 
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-

action/mental-health-resources/supporting-
good-mental-health

DAILY HOPE PHONE LINE
The Church of England has developed a 
national free phone line to help support 
those who might feel particularly isolated 
at this time, especially if they have no 
access to the internet. The phone number is 

0800 804 8044 
and provides a collection of readings, 
prayers and hymns that can be listened to, 
all of which will be updated regularly. If 
you know of anyone who might appreciate 
this service, please do let them know the 
phone number and pray that it will be a 
blessing to many.

LOCAL CHURCH SERVICES
Please note that during the current 
situation, Church services may vary. 

Check out individual websites/
noticeboards for current information.

Storth Village Church
Sunday: 10.30am

(Methodist & Anglican)

Beetham St Michael and All 
Angels

Sunday: 11.00am Parish Communion
info: 

beethamstmichaelsandallangels.co.uk

Arnside Methodist Church
Sunday: 10.30am - See website for 

details: arnsidemethodistchurch.org.uk

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic 
Church

Saturdays 5.30pm (Mass)
http://www.

catholicparishofarnsideandmilnthorpe.org.uk
(booking for Mass required, see website for 

contact details)

Yealand Quaker Meeting
This is located at the top of the hill 
on Yealand Rd , Yealand Conyers.

Hoping to resume services soon

Further details Alan and Sue Tyldesley. 
01524 732336

CONGRATULATIONS
Heartiest congratulations to William 
Thomas, who has been awarded an Hon. 
Doctorate by the Pesstolozzi Christian 
University in Florida USA.
Many of you know Bill, who was our 

organist at St James between 1990/2005 
serving under four priests. Bill commented 
that he was very surprised to receive the 
award. Our sincere good wishes to Dr W.M. 
Thomas.
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IN MEMORIAM
C h r i s t o p h e r 

Bratt

Without doubt everyone who was 
privileged to know Chris, who counted 

him as a friend, colleague, neighbour or the 
cheerful man who said ‘hello’ on the street, 
held him in the highest regard. He was the 
most outgoing, capable and talented of men 
and he lived his life to the full, making the 
most of every day, every opportunity and 
experience.

Chris was born in Woodford, Essex and 
attended the Coopers’ Company School 
in London. After University he went into 
teaching, spending four years at a Grammar 
in South London. This led him into 
creating educational TV courses for ILEA 
before moving to Dover where he ran an 
Educational TV studio for nine years.

His next job took him into the corporate 
sector and was to take him all over the 
world when he joined BP as their Head of 
TV Production. Eventually, Chris set up his 
own production company Take3 in 1992 
before retiring in 2007.

Chris and Jude bought a cottage in Arnside 
in 1999 before buying their house in Church 
Hill, then moving here permanently in 2005. 
That move was certainly to Arnside’s gain – 
both Chris and Jude entered into village life 
to the full, forming a wide circle of friends 
and joining several local organisations.

Chris became Secretary of the Cumbria 
Branch of the Dry Stone Walling 

Association,   finding an important role 
as a teacher and mentor to others wishing 
to learn this particularly valuable skill. 
He was Treasurer and then Chair of the 
Arnside Branch of the RNLI, initiating 
many highly successful fund raising 
events, particularly Party in the Park. A 
member of Probus, he also served his 
year as Chair and he was a member of the 
Arnside Archive, again always being there 
helping to raise the profile of the archive 
as well as helping stage exhibitions. 

During the 150th anniversary 
celebrations at St James Church, Chris 
organised a Village Bowls Competition 
(subsequently to become an annual event) 
and again, was always there in many ways 
to help that anniversary year become so 
successful.

Chris loved music and was particularly 
fond of Mozart and John Rutter. He was 
a keen member of the Arnside Choral 
Society where his organisational and 
practical skills enabled him to help with 
the staging of concerts. He was also a 
valued member of the church choir.

There is a poem - A Life Well Lived - 
the first lines of which I think are very apt 
for Chris: “A life well lived is a precious 
gift of hope and strength and grace, from 
someone who has made our world a 
brighter, better place.”

Chris certainly did that, we will all miss 
his sense of humour, fun and joie de vivre. 
Rest in peace dear Chris and thank you so 
much for your friendship.

Our prayers, deepest sympathy and love 
are with Jude, Ruth and Simon at this sad 
time.     SEF 
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FROM THE EDITOR

The deadline for the May magazine is 
Monday, 10th May, 2021.

You can email me on  -  
sandy.felton@btopenworld.com

ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES:
Sandy.felton@btopenworld.com

PARISH NEWS

LET'S PRAY FOR ARNSIDE

Lord God
We know that you 

love us and love the 
world. We thank you 
for the many blessings 
that you shower upon us 
every day.
We place all our cares 
and concerns before you. We especially 
pray for this village of Arnside: for everyone 
who lives and works here, and for the many 
visitors to this beautiful place.
Be close to those who are sick, bereaved, 
lonely, or afraid. Enable everyone to know 
your peace, your comfort, and your love.
We make our prayer in the name of Jesus, 
who is our risen Lord.   Amen

PRAY TOGETHER EVERY 
THURSDAY 7.00PM

We couldn’t collect door to door for 
CHRISTIAN AID last year meaning our 
special support for the overseas work of 
Christian Aid with some of the most poverty 
stricken people in the world was missing. 
Again this year we won’t be able to collect 
door to door so special envelopes will be 
available for Christian Aid week this year 
(10th-16th May).

10th to 16th 
May 2021

Jude would like to thank you for your 
ongoing generosity and donations to the 
King’s Foodbank, Kendal.  
As you know we have been donating by 
cheque to the Foodbank in lieu of actual 
food due to the pandemic. Jude will let 
us know next month how much we have 
donated so far.               

IMPORTANT PLEASE NOTE
If you are writing cheques for the treasurer 
please can you make them payable to: 
ARNSIDE PCC                    Thankyou.
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True love?
I was officiating at a wedding and during the preparations 
the bride and groom wanted to have two turtledoves on 
the altar as a symbol of their forever love. I politely said 
no birds or animals. 

They hid the birds in a back room, anyway. 
Immediately after the service they went outside, each 
of them with a bird in its cage. They opened the cages 
in unison. One bird flew out and made a hard right turn. 
The other flew out and made a hard left turn. 

We all stood there watching the symbols of their for-
ever love fly off in opposite directions.

Ascension

To complete Your seamless robe, 
and so to complete our faith, You 
ascended through the air into the 
heavens, before the very eyes of 
the apostles. 

In this way You showed that You are 
Lord of all, and are the fulfilment 
of all creation. Thus from that 
moment every human and every 
living creature should bow at Your 
name. And, in the eyes of faith, we 
can see that all creation proclaims 
Your greatness.   

A prayer of Bernard of Clairvaux 
(1090 – 1153). He was the main 
inspiration of the Cistercian Order 
of Monks.  

The Spirit-filled life is 
not a special, deluxe 
edition of Christianity. 
It is part and parcel of 
the total plan of God 
for His people. - AW 
Tozer


















