Christ is Risen, Halleluiah!
Easter Sunday, 4th March 2021
Dear Friends,
Happy Easter. Have a wonderful Easter weekend. What a beautiful week. Amazing
sunshine. We had our first barbecue. A big lesson we learned, when the sun shines get
outside. The countryside is definitely coming to life. We just finished zooming with
family. As we take another tentative step out of lockdown we are excited to be able to
sit with folk in the garden. We are beginning to see new life all around.
We had a wonderful Stations of the Cross. Thank you Roger and all. It took us back on a
poignant journey to walk with Christ as he carried his cross to Calvary.
Last year, on Easter Sunday, the first lockdown had just begun. Even churches were
closed, so we couldn’t celebrate Easter in the way Christians have done down the
centuries. Over the last year COVID has dominated our lives. Most of us have suffered
one way or another, some sadly far more than others. This Easter we are all beginning
to think about the future, about a fresh start and a new beginning.
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On Easter Sunday, Jesus rose from the dead and we believe we can share in his
resurrection and the new life this offers, the hope of a fresh start. We believe the past
can be truly past, that peace with God and the joy his presence brings lie ahead. That
we can start again, aiming to live as we were meant to - loving God, loving people and
caring for the wonderful world God has given us.
PRAYER
Risen Lord
We greet you with joy
This Easter Day,
Thank you for the
Gift of new life.
Bless our family and our friends
And help us
to celebrate springtime
in our hearts
as we rejoice
in the good news
Amen
The past can be truly past if we recognize the wrong choices we have made and, with
faith and hope, accept our Lord’s forgiveness and his wonderful gift of new life, of a
fresh start.
PSALM 103
As high as the sky is above the earth,
so great is his love for those who honor him.
As far as the east is from the west,
so far does he remove our sins from us.
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This Easter Day, we are offering three opportunities to celebrate, learn more about and
thank God for the New Life he has promised. Our Dawn Service is in the churchyard at
Christ Church and begins at 7am – weather permitting Stuart will be leading our singing
‘Jesus Christ is risen today’ and ‘Thine be the glory’ on the trumpet. Our 9:30am Easter
Communion is at St. Michael’s and John is playing the organ (though we are not
allowed to sing indoors as yet) and Easter Worship on Zoom at 11am.

The Church looked very beautiful for Lesley’s funeral. It was a great privilege to hear
about her long and rich life and the new friendships, adventures and the many
opportunities Lesley embraced in the latter part of her life. She stopped by to visit with
Mary on her way to the church and friends paid their respects along the way. All very
special for her many Christ Church friends. Our thoughts and prayers continue to be
with her family and friends.
As we mentioned last week, Joyce WhItehouse sadly passed away. Joyce was a huge
part of Christ Church. She led and supported Mother’s Union, created beautiful flower
displays, helped make banners and altar frontals, and was assistant verger with Peter,
ensuring church always looked immaculate. Joyce supported drama productions and
sang in Jack’s choir. Helping in the kitchen and in folks’ homes, Joyce was a wonderful
support and friend to very many. She was always super proud of her family. We have
so much to thank her for. Our thoughts and prayers are with her family and friends.
The Diocesan Service for Easter Day will be on Youtube from 9:30
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ESWkjo6zQM Its led by The Revd Sarah Gill and
Bishop Julian is preaching.
Please take care and look after yourselves. You are continually in my thoughts and
prayers. If there is anything you need please call. I like to catch up with folk. If you
have special prayer requests please let me know. I love to pray each day and if you are
happy for us to do so, we pray for folk each week at Compline.
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With love and Easter blessings,
Rev John
Mobile: 07845 790421
john.knott51@iCloud.com
PRAYER
God of glory,
by the raising of your Son
you have broken the chains of death and hell:
fill your Church with faith and hope;
for a new day has dawned
and the way to life stands open
in our Saviour Jesus Christ
Amen
FAVOURITE EASTER HYMN
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son;
endless is the victory, thou o'er death hast won;
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay.
Refrain: Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son,
Endless is the vict'ry, thou o'er death hast won.
Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;
let the Church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing;
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting.
No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life;
life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife;
make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love:
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.
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