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Sunday, 25th April 2021 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
A wonderful week of beautiful weather. Vitamin D really does the trick. We had an 
amazing afternoon in the Dales. The bluebells are appearing. Haircuts are still a major 
feature of ongoing conversation. Our little lady in Tokyo hit the three month milestone. 
Wonderful news, at last postmasters have wrongful convictions overturned and a huge 
relief to football fans as the Super League disappeared. The ducks seem to like our wall. 
 
Significant news has come from the US this week with the conviction of Derek Chauvin 
and Joe Biden offering serious support to climate change. As has become the norm 
over recent weeks, encouraging messages about COVID have been balanced by the 
need for us to continue to be cautious. We very much hold India in our prayers as we 
see the devastating impact of a new COVID variant causing extraordinary suffering.  
 

VERSE FROM A FAVOURITE HYMN 
Through all the changing scenes of life, 

In trouble and in joy, 
The praises of my God shall still 
My heart and tongue employ. 

 
Jesus rose from the dead in a world in which both good and bad things happened, just 
as they do today. Because he is risen, the Lord is with us “through all the changing 
scenes of life”. He is the Good Shepherd, who is with us always and, as we follow, will 
lead us safely to heaven. We know Jesus is “the good Shepherd”, because he gave up 
his life for us. We can say with confidence: 
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THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD 
therefore can I lack nothing.  

He makes me lie down in green pastures and 
leads me beside still waters.  
He shall refresh my soul and 

guide me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.  
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  

I will fear no evil; for you are with me;  
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; 
you have anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be full.  

Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and 
I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

(Psalm 23) 
 
As we are moving cautiously out of lockdown as a nation, we are cautiously moving out 
of lockdown at Church. We are beginning to organise baptisms and confirmations 
again. Do let me know if you are interested. Bishop Jill is coming on Sunday 13th  June, 
to lead our 2021 confirmation service. Anyone who would like to consider following 
Jesus is welcome to join our preparation classes, which will begin during the first week 
of May on zoom and last for six weeks until the confirmation.  
 

PRAYER 
Risen Jesus, 

faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 
teach us to hear your voice 

and to follow your command, 
that all your people may be gathered into one flock, 

to the glory of God the Father. 
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Do come and join us to celebrate ‘socially distanced’ Holy Communion tomorrow at 
Christ Church at 9:30. As usual, Sunday Worship on zoom is at 11am and Compline at 
6pm on Friday. Do let me know if you would like a zoom invite.   

Friday was St George’s Day and so the Diocesan service this week will come from St 
George’s Church in Chorley as they keep their Feast of Title. It will be led by the Revd 
Mike Print and will be available from Sunday morning on the Diocesan YouTube 
channel. 

Please take care and enjoy this amazing spring weather. More and more lambs around, 
daffodils are finishing, primroses everywhere and bluebells coming. Thinking and 
praying for folk.  If there is anything you need please call. If you have special prayer 
requests please let me know. I love to pray each day and if you are happy for us to do 
so, we pray for folk each week at Compline.  

With love and Easter blessings,  
Rev John 
Mobile: 07845 790421 
john.knott51@iCloud.com 

 
 
 

Our last confirmation service and baptisms seem a while ago now! 
Very special memories and very much looking forward to being able 

to begin again. 
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PRAYER 

Almighty God, 
whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: 

raise us, who trust in him, 
from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, 
that we may seek those things which are above, 

where he reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 
 
 

FAVOURITE HYMN 
Through all the changing scenes of life, 

  In trouble and in joy, 
The praises of my God shall still 
  My heart and tongue employ.  

 
Oh, magnify the Lord with me, 

  With me exalt His name; 
When in distress to Him I called, 

  He to my rescue came.  
 

The hosts of God encamp around 
  The dwellings of the just; 

Deliverance He affords to all 
  Who on His succor trust.  

 
Oh, make but trial of His love, 

  Experience will decide 
How blest they are, and only they, 

  Who in His truth confide.  
 

Fear Him, ye saints, and you will then 
  Have nothing else to fear; 

Make you His service your delight, 
  Your wants shall be His care. 
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An attempt at a screenshot of Compline, before we began the prayer, 
with recent haircuts very evident. Everybody is very welcome…. Please 

mail john.knott51@icloud.com for an invite. 


