
 
 
Welcome to you all to Post 61 of St Andrew’s Stewton Church Community. We 

continue to make the Easter proclamation: ‘Christ is risen!’ We celebrate the renewal 
of our humanity in the transforming love of God in the presence of the Risen Lord. 

As human beings we are continually brought face to face with fear that threatens to 
surround and overtake our lives, but we recall the words that open and close the 

gospel accounts of Jesus’ pilgrimage from birth to resurrection - ’Do not be afraid!’ 

Today we recall that despite the fragility of our humanity we are held in the hollow 
of his hands. 

 
God knows our weakness because Jesus has lived as our brother. So let us be courageous and 
truthfully confess our sins. 
 We confess that we are often discontented with our minor imperfections and forget that we 
 share humanity with the Son of God. 
  Lord, have mercy. 
 We confess that we fear and avoid people who need us and forget that God has come to 
 meet us in our need. 
  Christ, have mercy. 
 We confess that we long for sympathy when we are sad, but refuse sympathy to others, and 
 forget that we are called to be witnesses to God’s abiding love. 
  Lord, have mercy. 
 

The Readings from Scripture set for today: 
Acts 3:12-19  In an echo of his first speech in Acts, Paul addresses the crowd after healing a 
beggar, and sums up the good news. The power to heal lies in Jesus, who, although crucified, has 
been raised to life by God. 
1 John 3:1-7 John builds on his instructions to his readers, encouraging them to draw closer to 
Christ in love. He reassures them that, although the world cannot see clearly, followers of Christ see 
the truth. 
Luke 24:36b-48 After appearing to the women at the tomb and to the disciples on the road to 
Emmaus, Jesus now greets the eleven disciples with words of peace, eats with them and prepares 
them to be his witnesses. 



Reflection for today: 
 
I suppose that the problem is that we, separated as we are by 2000 years, cannot really understand 
the impact of that first Easter Day on Jesus's followers, however hard we try. 
And no matter how much we research the historical context it's just not possible for us to take 
ourselves back over the centuries and adopt the culture and the religious mindset of the people living 
at that time. 
 
For the Jewish people there is the added situation of being an occupied country but one with this long 
history and expectation of the coming Messiah.  And it is to this Messiah that the people look to not 
only resolve their political situation by removing the Roman power but also to re-establish the Nation 
of Israel as God's chosen people once again in the land which He had appointed for them. 
 
In a way, that sets the scene for all of the Eastertide events that followed, starting of course with that 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem on what we now call Palm Sunday, when the crowds ecstatically 
welcomed Jesus to the city.  Certainly, the right welcome but sadly for the wrong reason.  Because 
within a few days, when it had become only too apparent that although Jesus had always explained 
that 'my kingdom is not of this world,' and also his reminder to 'give to Caesar that which is Caesar's', 
if this Jesus wasn't about to lead a rebellion and throw these Romans out - well then 'crucify him!' 
 
So Jesus would only have been too aware of the impact on his disciples and his friends created by 
returning to them. 
 
Remember, they had so recently seen him die on that cross - but now he was back with them once 
again.  And various other people had seen him too-- in that upper room, by the lake and on the road 
to Emmaus. 
 
The thing is, Jesus doesn't expect them to be afraid.  He even asks them to examine his dreadful 
wounds, as if to prove to them that without a shadow of doubt that it really is him.   Throughout his 
ministry, this has almost  become Jesus's catch phrase - 'do not be afraid.' 
 
But it's surely to be expected that those disciples, just like us, would be upset and concerned.  Yet 
Jesus was constantly reminding his disciples that they should not be afraid.  Remember is St. Mark's 
Gospel, that Jesus had strong words there for his disciples caught with him in a boat on the Sea of 
Galilee in a sudden storm--'why are you so afraid?' 
 
So at a time when our world is slowly unlocking and various businesses can once again open their 
doors, it's perfectly understandable if some of us have concerns and anxieties too. Yes, it's possible 
for us to feel afraid at times. Especially if we have been self-isolating throughout the pandemic, 
separated from our friends and family, relying on others to support us with the basic necessities of 
life. 
 
All we can do is proceed with caution, at a pace that we are comfortable with and not be pressured 
into going any faster.  Because one day I know that all of this will be over and we shall be able to return 
to normal.  Perhaps it will have to be a 'new normal' because at the moment we are unsure what long-
term regulations will be in place.  But we shall be able to meet together with our families and friends 
again. 
 
But until that day.  God bless you all and stay safe. 
 

Robert 



 



 
 
Through the Incarnation we can know and trust that God understands our hearts, and so we bring him 
all our deepest needs. 
 We pray for God’s Church. May we be witnesses to God’s love and celebrate our humanity, 
reunited with God in Christ. Today in the Anglican Communion we remember our brothers and sisters 
in the Church of Ireland. We pray for peace in troubled Northern Ireland.  
 We pray for God’s world. In particular, we pray for the leaders of our nation, that they may be 
willing to hear and understand the needs of the vulnerable as God does. We remember too our Queen 
and royal family as they face the future without Prince Philip. 
 We pray today for people who are experiencing pain, in body, mind or spirit. May they know 
the presence of God, who became human to share our suffering. We continue to pray for those 
commended to the prayers of our Community: Joyce Terrett, David Barker, Ed Cox, Paul Clifford, Phyllis 
Clifford, Denise and Caroline, Mary, Lisa and Chris 
 We pray for those who have recently died especially Bishop Robert Hardy formerly Bishop of 
Lincoln, and HRH Prince Philip,  thanking God that, because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, death no 
longer divides us from those we love. 
 
Almighty Father, 
who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples 
with the sight of the risen Lord: 
give us such knowledge of his presence with us, 
that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life 
and serve you continually in righteousness and truth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
one God, now and for ever.  
 
 
The risen Christ comes to stand with us showing us that our humanity is 
beloved by God as he says to each and every one of us ‘Peace be with 
you. Do not be afraid.’ May we feel the presence of Jesus walking with 
us today in all that we do and say, giving us his company, his friendship 
and his blessing. Amen. 

 
 

 
 

Risen Christ, 
you filled your disciples with 
boldness and fresh hope: 
strengthen us to proclaim your risen 
life 
and fill us with your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

              

                   

           

               

             



 

Jane will be back next week with more news from down on 

the farm.  

In the meantime… 

…  

Today we start an additional feature to which I hope many of you may feel you 

can contribute as we take a peek into your garden or local area, calling it ‘Down 

Your Way.’ Today Pauline Surr gets us going with news from her garden. 

A few things out in my garden at the moment - 

Amalanchier in full blossom, a shady corner with 

Erithronium, dog’s tooth violet, a spring favourite of 

mine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is hydrangea peteliaris and Banksia rose, both in 

bud already on the garage wall, where the blackbirds 

have been busy the last week or so back and forth with 

beaks full of nesting material. 

 

Pauline. 

 

          
   



And finally, food for thought (and hope!) and a smile… 

 

 


