
            St Mary and All Saints,  Dunsfold, 
                    Sunday, May 2nd, 2021 

 ePEWS NEWS 

            5th Sunday of  Easter 

         
10am JOINT PARISH HOLY COMMUNION at 
St Mary and All Saints Church, Dunsfold. 

Celebrant: Reverend Ian Maslin 

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO JOIN US IN PERSON 
BUT WANT TO ATTEND FROM HOME, OR 
ELSEWHERE, PLEASE CLICK ON THIS LINK. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2746581498?
pwd=WjlIcHBydjdOOEEzZ2tBVDNyMFBaZz09  

Readings and collect for 5th Sunday of 
Easter. 

OT: Genesis 22: 1-18 
NT: Acts 8: 26-end 
GOSPEL: John 15: 1-8 

Collect for the 5th Sunday of  Easter:Almighty God, who 
through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ have 
overcome death and opened to us the gate of  
everlasting life: grant that, as by your grace going 
before us you put into our minds good desires, so by 
your continual help we may bring them to good effect; 
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. 

ARCHBISHOP’S BEGINNER’S GUIDE TO 
PRAYER AND HOW TO KEEP GOING 

The Church of England sent a missionary priest to 
Africa many years ago.  The priest served in a rural 
township, in a church where he soon came to care 
for a little boy who was his most faithful acolyte.  

The little boy fell ill with tuberculosis and because of 
poverty and politics, his nearest hospital was a long 
distance away. But the priest went many times to visit 
this little boy and he told him stories from the Bible, 
stories about Jesus and Moses and God's love for us. 

When the boy got better, the priest was sent to another 
area, but the two stayed in touch. Many years later the 
little boy would grow up and become a priest himself. He 
would never forget the missionary who told him simple 
stories in a small hospital room. The missionary’s name 
was Trevor Huddleston. The boy’s name was Desmond 
Tutu. 

Not every child inspired by the clergy will become a 
trailblazing Archbishop and Nobel Prize winner. But last 
week the Rt Reverend Stephen Cottrell made some 
compelling points about prayer that will be of interest to 
all parents and grand parents. 

The Archbishop of York (right) 
wrote: “In my experience children 
love to pray. Their ease with God 
spans Christian traditions. 

“They thrive on routine and will 
be enthralled by the comfort and 
colour of ritual. They love the Word 
of God and will listen over and over again to stories from 
the Bible. Their prayer will be spontaneous, joyful and 
creative.” 

Archbishop Stephen is currently leading a Church of 
England online campaign called “Prayer…where to start 
and how to keep going.” 

He explained: “Small children learn through play. It is 
the way they come to understand the world around 
them…we must make praying like playing. 

“When our own children were small we tried to make 
prayer a natural part of the day, the rhythm of life. Tea 
time, bath time, story time and prayer time all followed 
each other in a comfortingly familiar daily routine. That 
prayer included daily rituals of sitting down together, 
lighting a candle and saying a set prayer. But it also 
included creativity and spontaneity. Using pictures the 
children had made themselves and using them as a 
focus for prayer, allowing them to give full expression to 
their prayer.”  

The Archbishop conceded: “Praying with teenagers will 
always be more challenging. Probably the most 
important lesson to learn is to not force them or expect 
them to join in if they don’t want to. Teenagers are very 
interested in God, very interested in spirituality and very 
committed to wanting to change the world. Given the 
right space and the right conditions they will want to 
give voice to their longing for God and their longing for 
a better world.” 

If you are new to prayer, or revisiting an area that you 
find difficult, you may discover help by visiting the 
Prayer for the Day section at our church website, 
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/8124 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2746581498?pwd%3DWjlIcHBydjdOOEEzZ2tBVDNyMFBaZz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw04Dx8RF79rOVPVn4PtJNIV
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2746581498?pwd%3DWjlIcHBydjdOOEEzZ2tBVDNyMFBaZz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw04Dx8RF79rOVPVn4PtJNIV
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/8124


REVEREND IAN MASLIN: 
‘WE CAN LEARN SO MUCH 
FROM THE TRUE VINE’

“My Father is glorified by this, that you 
bear much fruit and become my disciples”  

Jesus wants us to be happy. In this beautiful Gospel 
passage Jesus is ‘owning’ us, making us part of Him. 
Allowing us access to that which God gives Him.  

He will love us and value us, respect us and never let 
us go. In Him we shall find our true selves, our 
confidence, and our relevance to God and to the rest 
of the world.  

A vine is a remarkable plant. As it grows, a vine 
develops a very thick, winding stem from which the 
branches will emerge. They can grow so much that it 
can be hard to tell the difference between the 
original stem and the developing branches.  

When Jesus says, “I am” (God’s own name, given to 
Moses) in relation to the vine we know that He 
speaks from His divine nature. He, Jesus as God, is 
the vine.  The vine, and the wine which comes from 
it, are symbols of love, His love in the form of His 
blood poured out for us and given to us as the 
sacramental wine at Holy Communion.  

He is the visible source of love in His ministry on 
earth and He invites us to become a part of that 
vine, a part of that love. But it is important for us to 
remember that even though vine branches at first 
glance all look alike, no two are exactly the same. 
They may weave and curl in similar ways, they may 
produce similar fruit as the other vines, but each is 
unique.  

And this is symbolic of Jesus’ call to each of us. He 
calls to us in our uniqueness to become joined to 
Him in a similar purpose, that of spreading the love 
of God wherever we are.  

We produce the same fruit from our individual 
branch; we are integrally united with the original 
stem. Whether or not we are fruitful vines depends 
upon us. And there is a cost, of course, just as Jesus’ 
life had a cost.  

The Holy Spirit wants us to be happy. Holy Wisdom 
which comes from God’s right hand is God’s special 
gift which strengthens and inspires us to hold fast, 
and to remain faithful and fruitful, both when we are 
challenged by the world and in our personal 
hardships; indeed, when we are ‘pruned’.  

But the wider our experience, good and bad, the 
deeper our understanding; sometimes, even, the 
more we suffer, the greater our appreciation of life as 
a precious gift.  And the better we see others 
through Jesus’ eyes and the greater value we place 
on them.  Our little branch becomes an active 
extension of Jesus. From this grows a greater love of 
God and each other and the expansion of love 
throughout our community and beyond. The result of 
this love is joy which Jesus wants to lavish upon us.  

To let His joy permeate our lives, to be expressed in 
our daily doings, may well attract others to explore 
our causes for that joy and discover how easy it is for 
them to acquire.  

Amen.  

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR  PRAYERS 

CHURCH: The work of the Bible Society in bringing 
God’s word to all communities in the world. 

WORLD: The people of India rocked by the devastating 
onslaught of coronavirus; those who mourn 
loved ones and the relief agencies trying to offer 
help to the sick and dying. 

THE SICK: Amanda and Hugh, Tim Bailey, Michael Burt,       
Sarah Godwin, Mark Knott, Sally Rivett,  

               Jacky Williams, Judy Bolt,  
               Sue and Dennis Evans, Lizzy Laverty. 

THE DEPARTED: Ali. 

NEXT SUNDAY’S SERVICE 

On Sunday May 9th our joint parish service of 
Holy Communion will be staged at St Peter’s 
Church, Hascombe at 10am. 

DUNSFOLD CHURCH IN ACTION 

Our commitment to Dunsfold Church in Action remains 
constant. Even though lockdown rules have largely lifted 
we are still here to help in any way we can.

If you need assistance in any way please call on:
Rev Ian Maslin (priest in charge) 200048
Susie Maslin 200048
Sheila Jones (churchwarden) 200204
Jan Richardson (churchwarden) 200519
Pam and David Walker 201140

JOIN THE JIGSAW SWAP SHOP 

Susie Maslin would like to organise a monthly board 
games afternoon for interested people to drop in at 
the Rectory for fellowship and a chat. 

She also has a collection of 500 pieces jigsaw puzzles 
available for anyone to borrow or swap. Please call 
Susie on 200048 or speak to her after a service if 
you’d like to join her new initiative. 

THE LAST WORD… 

JOHN HENRY NEWMAN 
(1801-90) 
Theologian, scholar, priest. 

“I sought to hear the voice of 
God and climbed the tallest 
steeple, but God declared: ‘Go 
down again - I dwell among 
the people.’” 




