
March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda 
 

 
Welcome 

 

Fourth Sunday of Easter ~ 25th April 2021 
 
 

Please keep in touch with one another, and I am always glad to hear from you on 01354 279232 or at  
andrew.marchurch@gmail.com 

 
We have Church services with social distancing, and also, for the foreseeable future, our zooming, 
emailing and leaflet deliveries. As we move through the various stages of unlocking, we will be re-

viewing church life, hoping for some things to come back, some to be delayed for the time being and 
some to move on or cease. 

 
St Peter’s Sundays 8am & 11am; Wednesdays 10am 

St Mary’s Sundays 9.15am 
St John’s Sundays 9.30am; Tuesdays 10am 

 
"Stay in touch, take care, keep safe, continue praying and God bless." 

Prayers  
 

God of lasting love, fulfil your plan of salvation to gather into one fold the peoples of the whole world. Let every-
one on earth recognise Christ as the Good Shepherd, who freely lays down his life for all to take it up in power.  

Grant this through Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever 
and ever.  
Amen. 

 

Lord of the sheepfold, whose love is not for hire, who calls to himself the victims of the world: we thank you that 
Christ laid down his life for us when we could not help ourselves; in the weakness of his love give us strength to 

work for peace in the world he came to serve, through Jesus Christ, the good shepherd.  
Amen. 

 

Acts of the Apostles 4 v4-12 
 
The next day the Jewish rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, 
John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they had made the prisoners stand in 
their midst, they inquired, ‘By what power or by what name did you do this?’ Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spir-
it, said to them, ‘Rulers of the people and elders, if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to some-
one who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the people 
of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 
crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is “the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has 
become the cornerstone.” There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 
mortals by which we must be saved.’ 

 



Gospel of John 10 v11-18 

 
Jesus said to the Pharisees: ‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired 
hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs 
away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care 
for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must 
bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father 
loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my 
own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from 
my Father.’ 

Meditation 
 

I am the Good Shepherd.  
 
We have seen pictures in books or hanging in church, in stained glass, paint or print of Jesus as a shepherd. Its 
common and its popular. Nowadays, we may think some of them have Jesus a bit too blond and blue eyed for 
comfort. We may be slightly insulted when we realise that we are being compared to sheep. But we may start with 
a warm a friendly image; Jesus is the Good Shepherd.  
 
A good shepherd - in contrast to the wolf. The shepherd protects, guards and nurtures the sheep; the wolf comes to 
attack, kill and scatter. 
 
A good shepherd - in contrast to the hired hands. The hired hands do not care for the sheep, abandon them and run 
away.  A good shepherd puts himself at risk to protect the sheep. This Good Shepherd goes to the ultimate; He lays 
down his life for the sheep.  
 
This Good Shepherd knows his sheep and his sheep know him, and this knowing is as intense, real, and loving as 
the relationship between father and son; not just any father and son, but God the Father and his only begotten Son, 
Jesus the Christ. 
 
Then we have a change of gear, not so much about a threatened or abandoned sheep with a committed, deeply 
committed, shepherd; instead talk of flocks and sheepfolds. Who are these other sheep who do not belong to this 
sheepfold, who are not in this pen here? Who is in the same pen as us? With whom do we belong?  
 
It may well be likely that when John wrote this in his gospel he was talking about the first big controversial issue 
that the nascent church faced. Was Jesus a Jewish Messiah, or a universal Christ? Did Jesus come for God’s peo-
ple, the Jews, or for non-jews, gentiles including Romans and pagans too? 
 
Was John saying that the call of the church was to see Jesus as the Good Shepherd to peoples both Jewish and gen-
tile? For those in other pens are to be sought, to hear Jesus’ voice and to be brought into one flock. This was not to 
many in the early church an obvious step, it was controversial and contested. And to those who said “Yes!” Jesus 
is for Jew and gentile alike, there was a subsequent debate as to whether cultural difference was allowed, and Paul 
(especially in the letter to the Romans) won the day with his argument that Jews should remain true to Jewish cus-
toms, and follow Christ, and non-jews should not adopt Jewish customs but  remain in their own culture; and that 
neither group should act in such a way as to cause offence to the other group in their following of Christ. 
 
Today, hearing this about different sheepfolds but one flock, how do we see it? Do we see our own church, be it St 
John, St Mary, St Peter or St Wendreda, as one fold, and other congregations as part of the same flock? All other 
congregations, or just some; possibly the ones most similar in culture, or outlook, or in the emphases of our disci-
pleship? Or perhaps we identify our sheepfold as our denomination or church tradition, like the Church of Eng-
land, and the members of other church traditions as belonging to other sheep pens, and maybe even other flocks? 
 
How do we see people of other, or no, faith, or those who have conscientiously rejected faith, different pens or dif-
ferent flocks? Or sheep led by a different shepherd, or even as wolves!? Or is all that just a too institutional way of 
looking at it. Nowadays are we less deciding which pen we are in as a result of religious labels; church, denomina-
tion, religion, and more significantly, according to national identity, or gender, or culture, or class, or place within 
society and its power structures? 
 



So, stop and think for a minute: who is in your pen, how many other pens? with which what sort of people do you 
think are in your flock? and who is outside of your flock either because they are not sheep or belong to some other 
flock with some other shepherd?  
 
And now hear Jesus’ voice in John’s gospel; “I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them 
also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.” These others are brought by Jesus. 
Not by themselves, not by other sheep, but by the Good Shepherd. When he brings them they will hear his voice. 
Whether we will overhear what he says to them, or not I wonder; whether he uses the same words to them as he 
does to us, I wonder; whether he speaks in a language I can comprehend, I wonder. Jesus the Good Shepherd 
brings and talks. 
 
Then we get the reason, the explanation for all of this behaviour by the Good Shepherd; the command from his 
father that he is fulfilling! Jesus chooses freely and voluntarily to lay down his life, and has the power to take it up 
again because of love, God the Father’s love.  
 
If you remember, I shared last week pastoral principles for listening and learning to people who are different to us. 
Today’s gospel speaks to me to ground this, by asking me, who’s in my pen? my flock? and challenges me when I 
see people belonging to other flocks or being wolves. For John has Jesus saying, I have chosen to lay down my 
life, and I can do so because of love so that there is one flock and one shepherd. If I refuse to see people as part of 
the same flock as me, then I must be questioning whether the Father has enough love, questioning whether Jesus 
has enough freedom to lay down his life, and questioning whether Jesus has enough power to take it up again. 
 
Thank you Good Shepherd, for those you ALSO bring in to your one flock. Please God, let us all listen to your 
voice. 
 
 

     God Bless, Andrew 

Prayers, for this week  
 

We pray to Jesus who is present with us to eternity. Jesus, light of the world, bring the 
light and peace of your gospel to the nations.  

Jesus in your mercy, hear us. 
Jesus, bread of life, give food to the hungry and nourish us with your word. 

Jesus in your mercy, hear us. 
Jesus, our way, our truth, our life, be with us and all who follow you in the way. Deep-

en our appreciation of your truth and fill us with your life. 
Jesus in your mercy, hear us. 

Jesus, Good Shepherd, who gave your life for the sheep, recover the straggler, bind up 
the injured, strengthen the sick and lead the healthy and strong to new pastures.  

Jesus in your mercy, hear us. 
Jesus, the resurrection and the life, we give you thanks for all who have lived and be-

lieved in you. Raise us with them to eternal life.  
Jesus in your mercy, hear us, accept our prayers and be with us always.  

Amen 
 
 
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that great 
shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you perfect in 
every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well pleasing in his sight; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you 

this day and ever more.  
Amen 


