
March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda 
 

 
Welcome 

 

Third Sunday of Easter ~ 18th April 2021 
 
 

Please keep in touch with one another, and I am always glad to hear from you on 01354 279232 or at  
andrew.marchurch@gmail.com 

 
We have Church services with social distancing, both our regular Sunday Services, and the special 
ones for this Holy Week. This week we offer two Meditations; one for Palm Sunday, and one on the 

Passion which may choose to save for later in the week.  
St Peter’s Sundays 8am & 11am; Wednesdays 10am 

St Mary’s Sundays 9.15am 
St John’s Sundays 9.30am; Tuesdays 10am 

 
"Stay in touch, take care, keep safe, continue praying and God bless." 

Meditation  
 

This is the Easter season, when we are invited to reflect on new life in the Risen Christ. Last week I mentioned my 
discomfort over issues which have been particularly focussed on episodes of racism, sexism and homophobia. Be-
ing an office holder in the CofE makes me particularly uncomfortable because of our very mixed track record. 
Now, our Bishops have commended an initiative, “Living in Love and Faith” as a way of addressing some of this. 
 
What follows is taken from this, as a good and Godly way of listening, talking and reflecting; an invitation offered 
with challenge and in hope, that is not to be taken lightly or selfishly, but reverently and responsibly. 
 

Acknowledge PREJUDICE  
Central to our faith is a belief that each of us is unique: we rejoice that we are fearfully and wonderfully made by 
God. There is a sense of awe and mystery about each one of us – an element of ‘otherness’ – that cannot be re-
duced to something that we can fully grasp within our finite understanding.  
 
This principle applies to all our relationships with people who are different from us, whether as a result of sexuali-
ty, gender identity, ethnicity, age or any other characteristic. We believe that all of us need to reflect deeply on our 
attitudes and behaviour in order to extend a Christ-like welcome to all people in our midst. 
 
We are all conditioned by our experience of life, positively or negatively. All of us must reflect deeply on our atti-
tudes and behaviour. All are loved children of God. The cross of Christ is for all. The journey from prejudice to 
hatred is a short one. 
 
Can it be right that any of us fails to explore our own prejudices?  
 
Because of our understanding that everyone is made in the image of God, we will receive our differences as 
gift, valuing all people, and seek to see Christ in all our neighbours. To help us do this we will acknowledge 
and address our prejudices.  



Speak into SILENCE  
Central to our understanding of the Christian community is that we are the Body of Christ. We are called to relate 
deeply and openly with one another, sharing what is on our hearts as well as in our minds. We live and work togeth-
er, offering and using our God-given gifts, blessings, insights and experience. Here mutual respect, accountability 
and responsibility play out in the context of the history and living tradition of our church’s community. 
 
Silence, when misused, can shelter abuses of power. People must be given space, permission and opportunities to 
speak if they want to – so that those who are vulnerable can hear and thus not feel that they are alone. If our church 
really believes that it wishes to welcome everyone, no matter their personal circumstances, then this welcome must 
be voiced in words that come from both head and heart. 
 
Can it be right for our church communities to promote a conspiracy of silence – whether consciously or subcon-
sciously – about these matters? Because of our understanding of the Church as the Body of Christ, we seek to be a 
place of openness, acceptance, challenge and hospitality. 
 

Address IGNORANCE 
Central to being Anglican is our call to be faithful to both Scripture and the Church’s tradition, using God’s gifts of 
reason and wisdom shaped by the Spirit. Another way of saying this is that the Church of England is both catholic 
and reformed. This can give rise to tensions and differences both within and across our church communities, but we 
see this as a sign of strength: God’s church is diverse, welcoming the diversity of the people God calls. The better 
we – both individuals and churches – have been able to acknowledge prejudice and speak into silence, then the bet-
ter placed we are to respect and talk about difference as we study Scripture and pray together. This will enable us to 
address the more challenging questions of what it means to be faithful to Scripture and how the life of a disciple of 
Jesus Christ is to be characterised. 
 
Ignorance is inevitable, but ignorance about the experiences and perspectives of everyone in our church communi-
ties can and should be addressed and taken into account in our teaching and learning about the foundations of our 
shared Christian faith. Taking Scripture and our tradition seriously does not allow us to ignore pressing pastoral is-
sues.  Because of our understanding  of  the authority for the faith, we will talk to each other with respect and a de-
sire to learn more about this inheritance and about each other’s lived experiences and views.  
 

Cast out FEAR 
Central to our life as a Church are the sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion. These are a means of God’s 
grace to help us live holy lives that are obedient to God’s call. They are God’s gifts, not ours, and we receive them at 
Christ’s invitation and his alone. We are mindful that we are all sinners and fall short of what God asks of us each 
and every day: none of us is worthy to receive, except through the mercy and forgiveness of God.  
 
There is fear about ‘breaking ranks’ and speaking out. There is fear that if someone’s personal circumstances are 
known then friendships may be affected, or their ministry may be called into question. People may fear that if their 
views differ from their leader’s known views, this will affect them. These kinds of fear can corrupt our life together, 
make individuals feel trapped and stop people from entering our churches. Can it be right that people live in fear of 
one another in our churches? Because of our understanding that the Church of England is there to care for everyone 
in the community, we will consciously demonstrate and live out what it means for perfect love to cast out all 
fear. 
 

Admit HYPOCRISY  
Central to our faith is the belief that while we were still sinners, Christ died for all. We remain fallible, weak and 
broken and yet are called to love one another as Christ has loved us. Jesus’ teaching and the letters to the early 
Church warn us against judgmentalism. We journey together knowing that the poor in spirit and those who know 
their need of God are blessed.  
 
Despite our deep disagreements, we nevertheless know ourselves held in the love of Christ, all equally in need of his 
grace and called to live together in love. As we do so, we pray that we will learn from one another and discover 
more of the challenge to holy living and the wideness of God’s mercy as the Spirit moves within us, among us and 
between us.  
 
Can it be right that there are situations where people feel forced to hide who they are, or where parishes find them-
selves evading these matters? We do not commend intrusive questioning. Rather, our aim is to shine a light on struc-
tures and practices that promote evasiveness that can be seen as hypocrisy. Because of our understanding that every-
one is valued and loved on the basis of Christ’s redeeming love, life, death and resurrection, we will be com-
munities marked by attentive listening, courtesy, kindness and the absolute belief that nobody is outside the 
love of God. 



Pay attention to POWER 
Inequalities of power have led to abuses in the past and will continue to do so unless all who exercise pastoral care 
reflect continuously on the power that they hold. Issues of power must always be acknowledged. 
 
Matters relating to identity, sexuality, gender and relationships are deeply personal. Conversations relating to them 
must be carried out with utmost sensitivity to the real or perceived power that one may have over another. We need 
to learn to become more aware both of our own power and of our vulnerability to the perceived power of others, 
and to notice and call out when power is exercised inappropriately. Because of our understanding that Christ calls 
us in humility to regard others as better than ourselves we will not exploit any perceived or real power over 
others. We will encourage our communities to be places where everyone seeks to serve one another in the 
Spirit of Christ and to respond joyfully to his call to mutual submission.  
 
 

Lord of the Church forgive our failure to acknowledge and address our prejudices: open our hearts and minds 
to value those with whom we disagree; forgive the way we collude with silence and imprison others in it: give us 
courage to speak words that liberate and heal; forgive our reluctance to address our ignorance: lead us into the 
truth that will set us free; forgive the cycles of negativity that trap us in fear: cast out our fear with your perfect 
love; forgive our failure to admit our hypocrisy: give us grace to grow in self-awareness and personal integrity; 

forgive us when disparities of power undermine trust: shape our conversations with humility and mutual re-
spect; that we may live well together and rejoice to be disciples of your Son, Jesus Christ.  

 
Amen 

 

Prayers, for this week  
 

God of all the prophets, you fulfilled your promise of old that your Christ would suffer and so rise in glory. Open 
our minds to understand the scriptures and fill us with joyful wonder in the presence of the risen Christ, that we 

may be his witnesses to the farthest reaches of the earth. We ask this through Jesus Christ, the first born from the 
dead, who lives and reigns with you now and always in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 

Amen 
 

Wounded God. disabled and divine: give us faith to perceive you pierced and embodied, standing here among us 
feeding us forgiveness, beautifully broken; through Jesus Christ, the suffering servant.  

Amen 
 

Eternal God, our heavenly Father, we bless your holy name for all that you have given us in and through the life of 
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. We give you thanks: for his long and full life; for his strength of character; and for his 
devotion and service to family, nation and Commonwealth. We praise you for the many contributions he made to 

our national life including service in the Royal Navy; and the encouragement he gave to so many, including 
through the World Wildlife fund. As founder of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, we remember his vision and im-
agination, his interest in young people and his support for them. Accept our thanks and praise, we pray, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 

 

Merciful God, be close to all who mourn, especially The Queen, Charles, Anne, Andrew and Edward, and all 
members of the Royal Family. May they know the hope of your promises and the comfort of your love, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 

 

Blessed are the sorrowful; they shall be comforted. Into your hands, O Lord, we humbly entrust our brother Philip, 
Duke of Edinburgh. In this life you embraced him with your tender love, and opened to him the gate of heaven. 

The old order has passed away, as you welcome him into paradise, where there will be no sorrow, no weeping nor 
pain, but the fullness of peace and joy with your Son and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever.  

Amen  



Gospel of Luke 24 v36-48 
 

While the eleven and their companions were talking about what they had heard, Jesus himself stood among them 
and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a 
ghost. He said to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and 
my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I 
have.’ And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving 
and still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and 
he took it and ate in their presence. 
 
Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written 
about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds to un-
derstand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the 
dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. 

Acts of the Apostles 3 v12-19 
 

Peter addressed the people, ‘You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our 
own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the 
God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, 
though he had decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer 
given to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by 
faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through 
Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 
 
‘And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he 
had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that 
your sins may be wiped out.’ 


