Latest News – 11th April 2021

Watch the service – A Service of Prayer, Remembrance
and Hope

Join us for a service of prayer, remembrance, and hope.
Following the death of HRH Prince Philip, the Archbishop of Canterbury leads this service from the
chapel at Lambeth Palace.
Download the Order of Service and this week’s reflection by the Archbishop of Canterbury.
The service is broadcast on the Church of England’s website, Facebook page and YouTube channel. The
service remains available to view afterwards.
All of the video content is manually subtitled. To turn these on, go to the bottom left of t he video and
click the filled-in box with two broken lines inside. The service is BSL-interpreted throughout.

God of our lives,
we give thanks for the life of
Prince Philip,
for his love of our country,
and for his devotion to duty.
We entrust him now to your love
and mercy,
through our Redeemer Jesus
Christ. Amen.
A PRAYER ON THE DEATH OF HRH THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH

Local Services
Sunday 11th April: 9.00am New Bolingbroke - Morning Worship; 10.30am Sibsey - Morning Worship;
10.45am Kirton Holme - Holy Communion

Census Day - March 21st 2021 – still time
Households are being visited by Census Officers to chase up
the final few census returns that have not been submitted
yet. All Census Officers carry ID and will have branded hi-vis
outerwear. No-one will enter your home. They will assist on
your doorstep.
If you forgot to complete or cannot find your letter or the
code? Just go online at www.census.gov.uk and it can be reissued by text message immediately or again by post. A few households ‘saved’ their census online and
forgot to ‘submit’ it later. A few addresses are unoccupied – they need to be counted in the census to
show no-one was missed.
If you struggle with computers or smartphones or don’t have access to any, you have disabilities or just
need some support you can either speak to a trusted relative, friend or neighbour who can input your
information online for you while speaking to you on the phone. Alternatively call the Census Support line
on 0800 141 2021 for free 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday, 8am to 1pm Saturday.

Reflections from the Bishop of Lincoln to his diocese during Holy Week
The Bishop of Lincoln streamed a recording of his daily reflections for
each day of Holy Week on the Diocese of Lincoln website.
Palm Sunday’s reflection is here Sunday.mp4 - Google Drive
Monday’s reflection is here NEW MONDAY.mp4 - Google Drive
Tuesday’s reflection is here NEW TUESDAY.mp4 - Google Drive
Wednesday’s reflection is here NEW WEDNESDAY .mp4 - Google Drive
Thursday’s reflection is here NEW THURSDAY.mp4 - Google Drive
Good Friday’s reflection is here Friday.mp4 - Google Drive
Saturday’s reflection NEW SATURDAY.mp4 - Google Drive
.

A statement from the Bishop of Lincoln, the Rt Revd Christopher Lowson
on the death of the Duke of Edinburgh
In hearing the news of the death of His Royal Highness, The Prince Philip, Duke of
Edinburgh during this Easter season, the most important contribution we as Christians
can make is to pray for him, that he will rest in peace and rise in glory. As a diocese
we, of course, also hold the Her Majesty the Queen and the Royal Family in our
prayers in their bereavement. Prince Philip was a devoted husband, father,
grandfather, and great grandfather. He lived a life characterised by duty and in his
support of the Queen over many years, of self-effacement. For many generations
Prince Philip has been at the heart of our life as a nation, empire and
commonwealth. He will be greatly missed by many parts of our community life.
Today is a day of grief but also a day of thanksgiving for all that His Royal Highness
have given to us as individuals, as subjects of our nation and as citizens of the
Commonwealth of Nations.
+Christopher Lincoln:

The Plan for Re-opening after lockdown

**
Annual Parochial Church Meetings
The two Annual Parochial Meetings will take place:
• Brothertoft Group at Kirton Holme Hall on Monday 17th May at 7.30pm
• Sibsey with Carrington Group at Sibsey Church on Tuesday 18th May at 6pm.
Sanitisation, Face Masks and Social Distancing as well as track and trace will still apply unless we have been
informed differently before those dates.
If anyone wishes to join the electoral roll so they can participate or vote at these meetings should contact
their local church warden or the Vicar for the registration form or download it from here
https://www.parishresources.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Application-for-Enrolment-Electoral-Roll.docx
Under the Church Representation Rules any lay persons are entitled to have their names entered on the
roll if the person is—
(a) is baptised,
(b) is aged 16 or over, and
(c) is a member of the Church of England or similar church and attends public worship (unless the
lockdown or similar cause prevented it).

Archbishop of Canterbury gives Radio 4 ‘Thought for the
Day’ on HRH Prince Philip
10/04/2021
To set aside your own rights and interests in order to serve others
is always difficult, but as we reflect on the life of His Royal
Highness, the Duke of Edinburgh, we are reminded of how much it
is possible to achieve when we dedicate our lives to larger causes
than ourselves. Prince Philip shows how someone dedicated to
bringing people together and encouraging the journeys of others
achieved so much more than we can ever hope to on our own.
Like all of us, Prince Philip had visions and dreams. He was amusing and witty. He had remarkable
intellectual gifts and a willingness to test his opinion against others and listen to them. He was
impatient with complacency about bad things happening. Whether in wildlife conservation and climate
change, in working with young people, in interfaith relations in a world where more than eight out of
ten belong to a faith he was 50 years ahead of his time. And he was criticised for that, but sooner or
later others followed. He was a founder and a pioneer himself, but the way he achieved these dreams
was through helping unlock the potential of others, through encouragement, support and seeking and
providing opportunity.
We might be capable of doing remarkable things by ourselves, but Prince Philip set the example of
something even better. His life’s work showed that serving others might not always be visible, but it is
always essential.
Above all he served the Queen, for 73 years. That meant setting aside those things to which many
people might have felt entitled, a glittering naval career, prominence in his own right, and counting
everything else as less important than serving Queen and country, following his duty in that service,
walking behind. In that he followed the example of Christ who calls every person to follow him.
Grief is not alien to us at the moment: so many of us have experienced loss during the pandemic. To
lose someone after such a long life is a unique and particular pain to those who love them. I pray we
can comfort ourselves by seeing their life and legacy live on in the opportunities and dreams they have
inspired in others.
Perhaps the challenge which Prince Philip sets us is to look afresh at what we hold onto o ut of
entitlement which, if humbly set aside, will make our lives transformative for others.
May His Royal Highness rest in peace, and rise in glory, in the eternal arms of the Servant King.

The Church of England online book of condolence
An online book of condolence is available to individuals or church communities who wish to sign
and record a message.

Almost 90 new church communities established in Diocese of London
alone
26/03/2021
London has seen a wave of new Church of England congregations in the last few years, with everything
from a German-language Eucharist service to ‘disco worship’.
The Diocese of London, which covers much of the capital north of the River Thames, is celebrating the
establishment of 87 new worshipping communities since February 2018 – with a vast range of styles
and approaches, some more formal than others.
They include a ‘Shh free’ Mass - set up at St Barnabas, Ealing, with services specifically designed to be
welcoming to younger people and families. “We wanted Eucharist, complete with a Gospel Choir, that
both reflected our Anglo-Catholic background and welcomed parents with young children,” explained
the Revd Fiona Jack. After almost four years these shorter and interactive sermons have been embraced
by new families and the existing congregation. It’s been such a success that some of the young people
have gone on to become members of our Serving Team.”
The ‘Silent disco worship’ at All Hallows’ Bow, is
also an example of a new congregation being
founded within an existing church. There are 14
new communities holding services in languages
other than English, such as Japanese and Yoruba,
as the Church reflects the international nature of
London.
The Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, said: “In
these new worshipping communities we have 87
reasons to celebrate. They are a signal of the
strength of the Church in London, and together
they are making a special, eclectic, contribution to life in the capital. There are new, thriving foreignlanguage services, a Deaf Church and a new silent disco service. In St Francis at the Engine Room, we
have the first new, purpose-built church in the capital in 40 years, and in Genesis we have our first
purpose-built floating church. London is a wonderfully diverse, creative city; it is through emulating
that diversity and creativity that the Church will continue to grow and thrive. After a uniquely
challenging year, it is inspiring to reflect on all that our church communities, new and old, have
achieved. Whether it is St Dionis – one of our new worshipping communities – collating PPE kit bags for
a local NHS trust at the height of the pandemic, or Westminster Abbey – one of London’s oldest church
buildings – supporting the vaccination effort, the Church has helped to spread hope during the
pandemic.
“It is wonderful news that 87 new worshipping communities have opened in London, helping to spread
hope and the Good News of Jesus further still.”

Prime Minister thanks Christians around the country and offers a ‘Great big
thank you’ to churches
Prime Minister Boris Johnson has, for the first time, publicly thanked churches for the role they
have played during lockdown and recognised the ‘selfless stoicism’ Christians have demonstrated
throughout the pandemic. The Prime Minister, who will be speaking at the online Christian festival
Spring Harvest Home said, “I want to say a great big thank you because over the past year or so I
have seen over and over again the teachings of Jesus Christ brought to life by people like
yourselves: men and women, young and old, right across the UK.”
Johnson continues, “I’ve lost count of the number of Church leaders and congregations from all
denominations, that have stepped up to support not only one another, but also to support the
whole local community, people of all faiths and none.”
The Prime Minister also recognised the significant sacrifice many Christians have made over the
past 12 months and urged them to continue to show resilience, “For many months you have been
unable to come together for worship and prayer as you would normally do. I know that has been a
huge burden for many Christians, but it is a burden you have borne with selfless stoicism without
complaint and by adapting to online worship and meetings.”
The Prime Minister will be joined at Spring Harvest Home by Labour party leader Sir
Keir Starmer and Liberal Democrat leader Sir Ed Davey who have each recorded a video
message for those attending, outlining their personal message to Christians in the UK, and will air
as part of the interactive online festival on Easter Monday.
The Prime Minister concluded, “While this has not been the Easter any of us would have liked, and
Spring Harvest is obviously not happening in its usual bustling way, we’re getting there, and we’re
getting there because of people like you.”
Spring Harvest Home 2021 will run from the evening of Easter Sunday (4th April) until Thursday
8th April.
Tickets are available now and offer access to the full week’s online event or a one-year
subscription to access Spring Harvest’s digital content - including a range of new teaching videos
and resources following the April event.
To find out more and book tickets for Spring Harvest Home please visit: https://springharvest.org/

Lincoln Cathedral
Chapter Letter – 4th April 2021
Connecting with the Easter story
This year, as we journey through Holy Week, our shared experience of dark days, trials, isolation
and death, draw us even more closely into the story of Christ’s Passion.
For some it has felt like the sorrows of Gethsemane and Good Friday have been a much lived
experience. The loneliness of lockdown, the solitary suffering of mourners, our NHS staff attending
the bedside of the dying when families were unable to watch and pray with their loved ones, all
resonate with the story of Holy Week.
We have witnessed acts of generosity and lavish gestures of love reminding us of the anointing of
Christ at Bethany and the foot washing ministry of Christ. Many have placed themselves at risk for
the sake of others even to the point of their own death.
Together as a society we have reached out in love to those in greatest need and vulnerability,
sacrificing our freedoms for the safety of others. Throughout the year candles and buildings were
lit up as symbols of hope and solidarity, as we walked a painful road.
This Good Friday we recall the wondrous sacrifice of Christ for the sake of the world. We pause to
stand before the Cross and contemplate the immensity of God’s love for us all and the depths of
forgiveness and reconciliation won for us through Christ’s passion.
In a year that has been filled with longing for renewed hope, new beginnings and life restored we
arrive at Easter Day and the joyful Good News of the Resurrection of Jesus, just as we too begin
to emerge from the tombs of lockdown into the light and life of springtime. With the vaccination roll
out we begin to cast aside death and isolation and celebrate the signs of hope and new life
emerging on the horizon. We rejoice in the opportunity to meet with loved ones once more. Easter
moments.
The redeeming work of the Cross and Resurrection restores us to a new and everlasting
relationship with God. As we light the Easter candle and ring the bells this year, flooding the
cathedral with flowers and Alleluias, may we all know and encounter the blessing and gift of
Christ’s victory over darkness and death.
This year, as we connect so powerfully with the Easter story, may we all experience an outpouring
of joy and rise with Christ on the wings of love.
CHRISTINE WILSON, DEAN

**
Lincoln Cathedral
The Cathedral has opened an online book of condolence for HRH Prince Philip. You
can add a message here.

Online Prayer Wall
Lincoln Cathedral offers an online prayer wall where prayers can be left from the comfort and
safety of your home and a virtual candle lit. Visit https://lincolncathedral.com/prayers/
**

LRSN is open for business and ready, willing and able to help you, whatever your problem, wherever you are in
Lincolnshire. If you or someone you know needs to talk through an issue, please contact us using our helpline
number, 0800 138 1710. Visit www.lrsn.co.uk

**
Low Sunday – 11th April 2021
Low Sunday serves as the last day of the Easter octave. In the language of the church an octave is an eightday period defined by a festival and the seven days that follow it. Around the year 389 the Roman emperor made it
easier for the newly baptized to attend to their religious duties during this week by declaring it a holiday. Indeed,
people celebrated Easter Week both as a holiday and a holy time. Many refrained from working and attended church
daily during this week. The celebrations following Easter gradually diminished, however. By the late eleventh century
Church authorities expected the faithful to attend church only three times during this week. By the turn of the twentieth
century only Easter Monday remained as a day of obligatory church attendance for Roman Catholics. In 1911 Roman
Catholic authorities released the faithful from this last Easter Week obligation.
Many call the week following Easter Sunday "Easter Week." The week has also been called "White Week" in
reference to the white garments worn by the newly baptized, or the "Week of New Garments." The Greeks call the
week following Easter "Bright Week." They sometimes call the Easter festival itself Lambri, meaning "Bright," a name
that evokes the fires and lights associated with the Easter Vigil service (see also Easter Fires). In Greek Orthodox and
other Orthodox churches the doors to the sanctuary remain open during this week in honor of the Resurrection.
Among the Orthodox the Sunday after Easter is sometimes referred to as Antipascha, a name signifying that the day
closes the Pascha, or Easter, festival. The Orthodox also call the day "St. Thomas Sunday," since church services on
this day retell the story of St. Thomas the Apostle's encounter with the risen Christ.

The Bridge – April 2021 edition has been published online
The latest edition of the parish magazine for The Sibsey with Frithville Group and The Brothertoft
Group has been published online on the nine church websites.

Take 1 minute a day to report your health daily on the COVID-19 Symptom
Study app even if you are well. Help science beat the virus.
Find out more at https://covid.joinzoe.com/

Latest figures
The Johns Hopkins Covid-19 Dashboard appears to be one of the best source for statistics on the spread of
the virus. It is possible to see statistics and graphs for 191 countries with the latest known information.

Mental health
•
•
•

•

The Church of England has produced some mental health reflections to help you in this time of
uncertainty. You can access them at: cofe.io/MentalHealth.
The Mental Health Foundation has also produced some useful resources, which can be found at:
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus
You can find a host of other mental health resources from a variety of different organisations and
charities.
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolationsupporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mind.org.uk
Some helpful books and resources are also available from Sacristy Press at
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources#

Further links to mental health charities can be found on the NHS webpages at
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/mental-health-helplines/

Topical Prayers
The Church of England website offers words you can use in your prayers for all kinds of situations
ranging from the everyday to personal situations, family events and prayers for others. If you need
some help finding the right words, please go to the Church of England website here
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/topical-prayers

Daily Hope
Daily Hope is a free phone number (0800 804 8044) offering music, prayers and reflections as well as
full worship services from the Church of England at the end of a telephone line. This will enable as many
people as possible to access the content we are developing.

St Botolph’s Church – Boston Stump

Service Times
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, our service times
have temporarily changed to the following. Our services are
available via Zoom, to join us please email
admin@parishofboston.co.uk or call (01205) 310929 to obtain
the login details.
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed

Sunday Services
Sung Eucharist – 11.00am
Mid-week Service
Said Eucharist – Wednesday at 10:30am

Covid-19 one year on, access to health and
social care services, and the future
In April 2020, Healthwatch Lincolnshire invited the public to tell us how the Covid-19
pandemic was affecting them, both in terms of accessing healthcare services and
personally with their emotional and mental health needs. The results were shared
locally and nationally with healthcare organisations which helped them better
understand the impact Covid19 was having on people.

One year on, and we are
revisiting this work to ask how
you have adapted to new ways
of accessing healthcare, whether
you are excited about getting
back shopping, going to the
hairdressers or on a night out, or
maybe you have re-evaluated
your priorities and the things that
were once important, no longer are. Perhaps you are apprehensive about going out,
not necessarily because of Covid19, but because it’s been so long since you have
been out and socialised, that you feel you might need help to start again.
It is important that healthcare services better understand what is working well and
where they need to focus their resources to help people. It is also useful to tell the
system how people have managed to help themselves, and ways you might have found
to cope and more resilient.
Click HERE to complete the survey or Covid-19 one year on, access to health and social care
services, and the future Survey (surveymonkey.co.uk)

Completing the survey will only take a couple of minutes, it is anonymous and most
importantly it will help to direct changes in healthcare services over the coming months
and years.
Closing date: June 30th - This survey will run from March through to June with a
report of the findings being produced each month, therefore you are able to
complete this survey once per month.
If you or someone you know would like support with completing the questions, get in
touch and we will contact you online, by telephone or by sending a copy in the post.
Call 01205 820892 or email info@healthwatchlincolnshire.co.uk.

