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The Parishes of St Mary the Virgin, Fen Ditton, 

St Peter, Horningsea and All Saints, Teversham 

 

For all Parish enquiries:  

either telephone 07434 640992  

or e-mail parishesthree@gmail.com 

 
Assistant Priests 

Rev’d Canon Ben Quash email: ben.quash@kcl.ac.uk 

Rev’d Pam Thorn (864262) email pamandtrevorthorn@btinternet.com 

 

Lay Minister 
Trevor Thorn (864262) 

 

Churchwardens 
Fen Ditton: at the present time, Fen Ditton church has no 

  churchwardens   

 

Horningsea: Ms Jennie Pratt (864513) 

 

Teversham: Mr David Taylor (880424) 

 

For Baptisms, marriages, Banns, Funerals etc.  

please contact the churchwardens or for Fen Ditton  

email: parishesthree@gmail.com 

 

Material intended for publication in New Life should be with 

the editor by the 15th of each month. 

 

Editor: Kerry Sayer 

email: newlife.editor@gmail.com 
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Bells for His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh 

It was very moving to hear the half-muffled tenor bell being tolled 
from Fen Ditton church on the day of His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s funeral—99 times (one for each year of his life). Thank 
you to Frank Suess, the Captain of the Tower, for ensuring that those 
within earshot could participate together in honouring Prince Philip in 
this way. Whatever we were doing, in our homes or gardens, on the 
meadows or on the recreation ground, or passing along the footpaths or 
streets of the neighbourhood, many of us were bound together in a col-
lective act of witness by our shared hearing of the bell, and our shared 
thoughts and prayers. 

The Duke visited our parishes on 8th June 1994, to watch the May 
Bumps from Ditton Corner and (in his role as Chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Cambridge) to meet the winning University Boat Race 
crews. On that occasion, our bellringers rang a quarter peal to mark the 
visit. So there was a special echo in the bells rung on this occasion, 
which recalled a happier moment 27 years ago. 

When a bell is rung half-muffled, a muffle is usually placed on one 
side of the clapper so that the handstroke sounds ‘open’ and the back-
stroke sounds the muffled echo. There is something suggestive about 
this as we give thanks for a man who was often required to be the ech-
oing support of the monarch he served and the wife to whom he was 
devoted. Always one step behind, but always present and supportive, 
his devotion and service was an essential part of the way that the 
Queen fulfilled her duties as monarch. They were two parts of a joint 
witness that sounded across villages, towns, counties, countries, and 
continents. 

The clapper of a bell is also known as its ‘tongue’, and Prince Philip 
was an instructive case study in the perils and possibilities of the 
tongue. He had strong views and forthright instincts. Sometimes (and 
sometimes controversially) these found expression in utterances he 
made in public. Often (perhaps more often than not) they were muf-
fled, like the bell that was tolled in his honour on 17th April.  

The stories of Christ’s resurrection appearances and teachings, which 
we remember in the weeks after Easter and in the run-up to Ascension-
tide and Pentecost, are often focussed on proclamation: how the tongue 
may be used to sound a ‘bell’ of good news, and witness to what is 
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most important, most true, and most hopeful in the world, strengthened 
by knowledge of Christ’s resurrection which rings out worldwide—
across all human boundaries—as a clarion call to good, true, and beau-
tiful living. 

Sometimes, speaking forthrightly and with conviction is a gift to those 
around you. The first disciples of Jesus had to do this in the wake of 
the resurrection.  

But sometimes, even when faced with the risen Jesus, they had to re-
strain themselves and receive what was offered to them. Sometimes, 
restraining your speech so that you listen as well as speak—lending 
your voice to something bigger than you; allowing another voice to be 
heard through you—is itself a powerful proclamation of something 
that can give us all hope. We might call it half-muffling. The ‘half-
muffled’ voice models an invitation to listen, to join in, to participate 
together in the utterance of the Word which brought all things into be-
ing and promises that some of the most well lived lives are not procla-
mations of the self but echoes of a higher and more fulfilling vision of 
shared joy, shared completeness, and a shared destiny.   
                     Rev’d Canon Ben Quash  

Horningsea flags at half-mast 

Flags in Horningsea were flying at half-mast for the 
late Duke of Edinburgh as the nation mourned his 
passing on 9th April, only 2 months short of what 
would have been his 100th birthday.  

Services of Thanksgiving for the Duke’s life and 
legacy were held in churches all over the country at 
6pm on 16th April, including at 
St Peter’s Horningsea, where 
there were stories of ‘the D of E’s 

Award’—both doing it and not—and a rousing na-
tional anthem was played on the organ. Hopefully 
we will soon be able to sing it together in the 
Duke’s memory and in prayerful support for our 
faithful Queen.  

May the Duke rest in peace and rise in glory. 
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Our Parishes 

If you would like to discuss baptism or thanksgiving for the birth of a 
child, the reading of marriage banns and weddings, or arrangements 
for a funeral at any of our churches, please contact the relevant 
churchwardens using the contact details on the inside front cover of 
this magazine. 

Mrs Lucille Medlock and Mrs Christine Tomlinson would like 
to say a Big Thank You to the people who baked the lovely 
cakes, chocolates and flowers we received from the Fellow 

Villagers Community Outreach Fen Ditton.  

THANK YOU 

Free fundraising for Fen Ditton church 

Easyfundraising is a fundraising tool for churches and other 
community groups, enabling you to raise money for us at no 
cost to you while you do your online shopping with your 
usual retailers. To sign up and get fundraising for free, visit 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
stmarythevirginfenditton/ 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmarythevirginfenditton/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmarythevirginfenditton/
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SUNDAY CLUB NEWS 

We are hoping to resume soon, look out for more info. 

Sunday Club: Come and join us! 

What? Bible stories, craft, drama, and other fun 
activities! 

Who? For children and any parents/carers who’d 
like to come 

Where? Church Community Hall, Church St, Fen Ditton 

When? First Sunday every month, 10—11.30am (excl. August) 

Want more info? Contact Jo at fdsundayclub@gmail.com 

Ancient Shepherds’ Book Club 

Via Zoom, email carol_e_parker@yahoo.co.uk for the link. 

Wed, 5th May, 7.30pm, ‘Shuggie Bain’ by Douglas Stuart 

Wed, 2nd June, 7.30pm, ‘Midnight Library’ by Matt Haig  

Thank you and farewell to Rev Diana Johnson 

St Peter’s Church Horningsea says “Thank you and farewell” to Rever-
end Diana Johnson who has been helping out since December. She is 
moving to a parish in Northumberland and we wish her well. We have 
enjoyed her enthusiasm and particularly her willingness to hold ser-
vices outdoors – Mothering Sunday, Good Friday and Easter Day at 
sunrise on the river bank. She has reminded us that we do not always 
need to be inside our lovely church when we worship. Her last Sunday 
in Horningsea will be 9 May – if you would like to bring a picnic we 
can sit in our own household bubbles suitably distanced in the church-
yard to say farewell after the service. 

We hope that the Diocese will find us another priest to help out while 
the process of appointing a full time replacement priest for the three 
parishes progresses.  
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Fen Ditton APCM  

The Fen Ditton APCM will be after the service on Sunday 16th May in 
St. Mary’s church (assuming that there are no changes to the re-
strictions due to Covid). Usual social distancing guidance rules etc. 
will apply. 

FEN DITTON 200 CLUB 

The lucky winners for April:   The lucky winners for May:       

£50    Jo Miles (107)  £50    Chris Hutt (32) 

£20    Toby Quash (18)  £20    George Devine (109) 

£10    Sarah Beeson (92) £10    Florrie Green (116) 

£10    Rev Alun Ford (101) £10    Rhian Benstead (189) 

£10    George Green (131) £10    Eleanor Waters (83) 
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FEN DITTON GARDENING CLUB 

On the morning of Saturday, 5th June, the Club will hold its Annual 

Bring and Buy Plant Sale. This is slightly later in the year than normal 

to try to fit in with the Government’s proposed guidelines as it will be 

our first face-to-face meeting for a number of months. The Sale will be 

outside the Village Hall from 10.00am—12 noon but it is regretted 

that no coffee will be served. It is hoped that people will bring plants 

and then purchase other plants.   

If the restrictions for meeting and travelling are lifted according to the 

present timetable, a summer outing is being planned for Tuesday, 22nd 

June. The plan at the moment is for a coach to pick up passengers at 

Fen Ditton church at 9.30am and go to the Swiss Garden at Old War-

den, near Bedford for the morning. The coach will then go to Kathy 

Brown’s Garden at Stevington for the afternoon, and arrive back at 

Fen Ditton at 5.00pm. The cost of the bus and entrance to the two gar-

dens would be in the region of £25.00 per head. Please let Lizzie Wie-

ser know by 18th May of your intention to come, with payment by 1st 

June. Lizzie’s telephone number is 01223 294261.  

On Tuesday, 6th July, there will be a Visit to see the Day Lilies in His-

ton. Timing to be confirmed.   

On Tuesday, 20th July, the Bring-Your-Own-Picnic Supper will be 

held in a member’s garden. Join the Club now to find out in which gar-

den the supper will be held... 

The Village Show is planned for Saturday, 11th September so do get 

planting, knitting, creating, making and demonstrate your lockdown 

creativity at this much-loved village event.   

If anyone has any queries about joining the Club, please contact Pame-

la on 01223 292493.  
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St Peter’s Church Horningsea: Nature Count 5–13 June 

St Peter’s Church has signed up to the national “Nature Count” in the 

week of 5–13 June to assess the biodiversity in the “national park” of 

churchyards. You will be invited to come along to the church yard and 

record what you see – animals? Birds? Insects? Fungi? Details of how 

to take part will be circulated in the Horningsea Herald, on the Village 

website and Facebook page and on “A Church near you” website. The 

data we collect will be sent to a national database and collated on the 

National Biodiversity Network.  

We plan to use this event to work again on the Bug Hotel which we 

started in February 2020. During lockdown it may be that some of 

pieces of timber we gathered have already provided a home for bugs – 

we will find out! 

Congratulations and thank you to Pam and Trevor 

Pam and Trevor have been organising and taking the weekly Zoom ser-
vices every week since July 2020. It is a huge task to write the service, 
download the hymns, write and send out the “e- pew notice”, and man-
age the technology. They have become real experts! On Sunday 25 
April they had a weekend off as they were celebrating their Ruby wed-
ding anniversary with a weekend away. Congratulations! 

Lockdown Limerick                         

 During lockdown, a young man from Hulme 

 Lives alone amid squalor and gloom, 

 But keeps one corner tidy 

 Because every Friday 

 He speaks to his mother on Zoom.  

Mike Lynch, Waterbeach 
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Horningsea Short Story Competition 

The winners will be announced at a Literary afternoon on Zoom on 

Bank Holiday Monday 3rd May at 4pm—5.30pm. 

The Judges are: Cressida Downing, Alison Bruce, Janet Bingham, Ben 

Quash and Angela Brown (winner last time!). Fran Johnstone is chair-

ing the Judges who have already had a preliminary meeting to see if 

they can narrow down the entries to a short list.  

On 3rd May there will be a talk and writing activity for children led by 

Janet Bingham—make sure you have paper and pencil or crayons so 

you can join in. Cressida and Alison will then talk about writing skills 

and their own writing techniques. 

The winners will be asked to read their entries. 

We hope that later in the year we can have a “live” event with our 

judges and other authors—but we have to wait for the Covid rules to 

change.  

The link to the Zoom is here and will be in the Horningsea Herald, on 

village Facebook pages and on posters. 

If you cannot access the link contact franjohnstone@me.com 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88585368035?

pwd=emlSOTFlZUgxZm83Sm94cWo2dDllZz09  

Meeting ID: 885 8536 8035  Passcode: 963738 

Do you have breathing difficulties? Did you know sing-

ing can help? 

Singing is a great way to improve the way you breathe and get the best 

from your lung capacity. The Cambridge Singing for Breathing group 

is meeting online, using Zoom, on Thursday afternoons, 2.30—4.00.  

Kay Barrett has been leading the group for local community music 

charity Talking in Tune since May 2016.  
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She says:  

You don’t need any singing experience to take part. It’s all about what 

it feels like, not what it sounds like. The camaraderie of the group, the 

guided relaxation, the breathing exercises and the singing are so much 

appreciated by everyone, and the health benefits transfer over into 

daily life. 

The move to meeting online has worked really well for us. Singers can 

join from the comfort of their own home, even when they are feeling 

unwell.  

You need to turn off your microphone when we sing together, but that 

can be very liberating! You simply copy what you hear the leader sing-

ing, call and response style. We also make use of multi-track record-

ings, so we can continue to enjoy rounds and harmonies. 

Do I have to pay? 

Those who can afford it are invited to give a £3.50 donation each 

week, but this is not essential—we want everyone to be able to come. 

Do I have to come every week? 

We know that appointments, sickness, family commitments and such 

can get in the way! Just come when you can. 

I have Long Covid, can I join? 

The gentle pace and the breathing exercises and relaxation can be very 

beneficial, but do check with your doctor or respiratory physio, espe-

cially if your symptoms are severe. Do call Kay if you are unsure. 

How do I join? 

Simply contact Kay at singingforbreathingcambridge@gmail.com or 

call 07845 726975 for further information and to receive the Zoom 

link each week. 

You can find out more at www.singingforbreathing.wordpress.com or 

https://www.facebook.com/singingforlunghealthcambridge/ 
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100 years of the British Legion 

One hundred years ago, on 15th May 1921, the British Legion was 
founded in the aftermath of the First World War, to provide support to 
veterans of the British Armed Forces, their families and dependants. 

It was created at a time when two million people were unemployed. 
More than six million had served in the war: of those who came back, 
1.75 million had suffered some kind of disability, and half of those 
were disabled permanently. 

Four organisations came together at the instigation of Lancastrian 
Lance Bombardier Tom Lister, who was angered at the Government’s 
unwillingness to help, and Field Marshal Earl Haig, who had been 
Commander in Chief of the British Forces. The Legion campaigned 
for fair treatment of those who had given everything for their country, 
and it continues this work today. 

In 1922, the Legion’s poppy factory opened in the Old Kent Road, 
London, with 40 disabled men manufacturing 1000 poppies a week. 
The first Poppy Day was held that same year. The Festival of Remem-
brance began in 1927, and the Legion became ‘Royal’ in 1971 – 50 
years ago – on its golden anniversary. 

Amnesty International celebrates 60 years 

Amnesty International was founded in London 60 years ago, on 28th 
May 1961, as a non-governmental organisation with its headquarters 
in the United Kingdom. It focuses on human rights and was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1977 for its “defence of human dignity 
against torture”. 

Amnesty came together following the publication of an article in The 
Observer, ‘The Forgotten Prisoners’, by Peter Benenson, a Jewish law-
yer whose mother Flora Benenson was Russian. His father Harold Sol-
omon was British, but he died when Peter was nine. With a group of 
lawyers, and as a member of the Labour Party, he founded Justice, the 
influential human rights and law reform organisation, in 1957, but the 
following year he fell ill and moved to Italy to convalesce. 

Amnesty campaigns to put pressure on governments where human 
rights abuse takes pace. It considers capital punishment to be “the ulti-
mate, irreversible denial of human rights.” 
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All in the month of May 

It was: 

200 years ago, on 5th May 1821 that Napoleon Bonaparte, Emperor of 
France (1804—1815) died of stomach cancer.  

175 years ago, on 30th May 1846 that Peter Carl Fabergé was born.  

150 years ago, on 11th May 1871 that John Herschel, British astrono-
mer, mathematician, chemist and pioneering photographer died.   

100 years ago, on 3rd May 1921 that Ireland was divided into North-
ern Ireland and Southern Ireland. 

Also 100 years ago, on 15th May, that the British Legion was founded. 

90 years ago, on 1st May 1931 that the Empire State Building in New 
York City was officially opened. 

80 years ago, on 1st–7th May 1941 that the German Blitz on Liverpool 
left nearly 3,000 dead and 70,000 homeless. Liverpool was the second 
most heavily targeted British city, after London. 

Also 80 years ago, on 10th May 1941 that the last major attack on 
London during the Blitz took place. 

75 years ago, on 11th May 1946 that the first CARE packages for Eu-
rope arrived in Le Havre to help people starving after WWII.  

70 years ago, on 3rd May 1951 that the Festival of Britain and the 
Royal Festival Hall in London were opened.  

Also 70 years ago, on 9th May 1951 that the Lake District National 
Park was established. It was Britain’s second national park. 

65 years ago, on 24th May 1956 that the first Eurovision Song Contest 
was held in Lugano, Switzerland. It was won by Switzerland. 

60 years ago, on 28th May 1961 that Amnesty International was 
founded in London. 

40 years ago, on 13th May 1981 that Pope John Paul II was shot and 
wounded by a Turkish gunman in St Peter’s Square, Vatican City. 

30 years ago, on 16th May 1991 that Queen Elizabeth II became the 
first British monarch to address the US Congress. 
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CHURCH SERVICES 

ST. MARY THE VIRGIN, FEN DITTON 

May 16th  10.30        Holy Communion 

May 23rd   10.30        Holy Communion  

ST PETER, HORNINGSEA 

May 9th  10.30        Holy Communion 

ALL SAINTS, TEVERSHAM 

May 2nd  10.30        Holy Communion  

ONLINE, ZOOM 

Every Sunday 10.00 for 10.30                        Online Service 

(in addition to on-site services listed on this page) 

May 30th  10.00 for 10.30                        Online Service 

(online service only) 

Please let the relevant church know if you are planning to attend any of 

the services in church. For Fen Ditton tell Ben Quash 

(ben.quash@kcl.ac.uk), for Horningsea tell Jennie Pratt (864513) and for 

Teversham tell David Taylor (880424). The Covid rules and regulations 

will still apply so please wear your face mask, sanitise your hands and 

keep 2m apart.  


