
 

 
 
PARISH COMMUNION FOR THE FOURTH 
SUNDAY OF EASTER 25th APRIL 2021 
 

The Greeting 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

 He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Hymn -In Christ alone  
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 In Christ alone my hope is found, 
 he is my light, my strength, my song; 
 this cornerstone, this solid ground, 
 firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
 What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
 when fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 
 My comforter, my all in all, 
 here in the love of Christ I stand. 
  
2 In Christ alone! - who took on flesh,  
 fullness of God in helpless babe!  
 This gift of love and righteousness,  
 scorned by the ones he came to save:  
 till on that cross as Jesus died,  
 the wrath of God was satisfied -  
 for every sin on him was laid;  
 here in the death of Christ I live. 
  
3 There in the ground his body lay,  
 light of the world by darkness slain:  
 Then bursting forth in glorious day  
 up from the grave he rose again!  
 And as he stands in victory, 
 sin's curse has lost its grip on me,  
 for I am his and he is mine -  
 bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
  
4 No guilt in life, no fear in death,  
 this is the power of Christ in me;  
 from life's first cry to final breath,  
 Jesus commands my destiny. 
 No power of hell, no scheme of man,  
 can ever pluck me from his hand;  



 

 till he returns or calls me home,  
 here in the power of Christ I'll stand! 
 

Stuart Townend (born 1963) and Keith Getty (born 1974) 
© 2001 Thankyou Music/Adm. by Kingswaysongs, a division of David C Cook, 
www.kingswayworship.co.uk  Used by permission. 

 

Invitation to confession 
Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart. 

Like Mary at the empty tomb,  
we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 
Lord, have mercy. 

   Lord, have mercy. 

Like the disciples behind locked doors, 
we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 
Christ, have mercy. 

   Christ, have mercy. 

Like Thomas in the upper room,  
we are slow to believe. 
Lord, have mercy. 

   Lord, have mercy. 

May the Father of all mercies 
cleanse you from your sins, 
and restore you in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
   
                 Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 



 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 

The Collect 
 Risen Christ, 

faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 

teach us to hear your voice 

and to follow your command, 

that all your people may be gathered into one flock, 

to the glory of God the Father, 

Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading 
Acts 4:5-12 
 
5 The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem,6with 
Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the 
high-priestly family. 7When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, 
they inquired, ‘By what power or by what name did you do this?’ 8Then Peter, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we 
are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick 
and are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and 
to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised 
from the dead. 11This Jesus is 
“the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
   it has become the cornerstone.”  
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among mortals by which we must be saved.’ 

This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading 
1 John 3:16-end 
 

16We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay 
down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has 
the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 



 

18 Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and 
action. 19And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure 
our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater 
than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not 
condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever 
we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 

23 And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son 
Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us.24All who obey 
his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know 
that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 

This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn – Love is his word, love is his way 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 Love is his word, love is his way, 
 feasting with all, fasting alone, 
 living and dying, rising again, 
 love, only love, is his way. 
  

Richer than gold is the love of my Lord:  
 better than splendour and wealth.  
  
2 Love is his news, love is his name, 
 we are his own, chosen and called, 
 sisters and brothers, parents and kin. 
 Love, only love, is his name. 
 Chorus  
  
3 Love is his name, love is his law, 
 hear his command, all who are his: 
 'Love one another, I have loved you.' 
 Love, only love, is his law. 
 Chorus  
  
4 Love is his law, love is his word: 
 love of the Lord, Father and Word, 
 love of the Spirit, God ever one, 
 love, only love, is his word. 
 Chorus  

 
Luke Connaughton (1917-1979) 
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Gospel Reading 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; 
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore. 

  Alleluia. 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

John 10:11-18 
 
11 ‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, 
sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches 
them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does 
not care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own 
know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down 
my life for the sheep.16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must 
bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 
shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in 
order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 
accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have 
received this command from my Father.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 
 

The Creed 
  We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 



 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.  

 

Intercessions 
 
We pray to Jesus who is present with us to eternity. 
Jesus, light of the world, 
bring the light and peace of your gospel to the nations … 
 
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us. 
 
Jesus, bread of life, 
give food to the hungry … 
and nourish us all with your word. 
 
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us. 
 
Jesus, our way, our truth, our life, 
be with us and all who follow you in the way … 
Deepen our appreciation of your truth 
and fill us with your life. 
 
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us. 
 
Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep, 
recover the straggler, 
bind up the injured, 
strengthen the sick 



 

and lead the healthy and strong to new pastures. 
 
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us. 
 
Jesus, the resurrection and the life, 
we give you thanks for all who have lived and believed in you … 
Raise us with them to eternal life. 
 
Jesus, Lord of life, 
in your mercy, hear us, 
accept our prayers, and be with us always. 
Amen. 

 

The Peace 
Jesus is the Good Shepherd and leads us into the way of peace. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
 and also with you. 
 

Hymn – I come with joy, a child of God 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 I come with joy, a child of God, 
 forgiven, loved and free, 
 the life of Jesus to recall, 
 in love laid down for me. 
 
2 I come with Christians far and near 
 to find, as all are fed, 
 the new community of love 
 in Christ's communion bread. 
 
3 As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, 
 each proud division ends. 
 The love that made us, makes us one, 
 and strangers now are friends. 
 
4 The Spirit of the risen Christ, 
 unseen, but ever near, 
 is in such friendship better known, 
 alive among us here. 
 
5 Together met, together bound 
 by all that God has done, 
 we'll go with joy, to give the world 
 the love that makes us one. 



 

Brian Wren (b.1936) 
© 1971, 1995 Stainer & Bell Ltd 

 
Prayer at the preparation of the Altar 

Risen Lord Jesus Christ, 
we believe you, and all we have heard is true. 
When you break bread 
may we recognize you as the fire that burns within us, 
that we may bring light to your world. Amen. 

 

   The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
          The Lord is here. 
           His Spirit is with us. 
 
                 Lift up your hearts. 
        We lift them to the Lord. 
 
       Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
                 It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give you 
thanks, almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter 
to celebrate with joyful hearts the memory of your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son,  
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
sing forever the hymn of your glory: 
 

        Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
       God of power and might, 
       heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
       Hosanna hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
       Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
       Hosanna hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 

       who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
       took bread and gave you thanks; 
       he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 



 

       Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
       do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 
  Great is the mystery of our faith: 

   Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 

    And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
    his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
    rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
    and looking for his coming in glory, 
    we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
    As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
    we bring before you this bread and this cup 
    and we thank you for counting us worthy 
    to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

  Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom all who 
share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of St George, St Mark and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you forever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

       Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 



 

the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 

 Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

Agnus Dei 
  Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 

 

Giving of Communion 
Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 

 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
Amen.  
 

Prayers after Communion 
Merciful Father, 

you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good shepherd, 

and in his love for us to lay down his life and rise again: 

keep us always under his protection, 

and give us grace to follow in his steps; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

You have opened to us the Scriptures, O Christ, 
and you have made yourself known  
in the breaking of the bread. 
Abide with us, we pray, 
that, blessed by your royal presence, 
we may walk with you  
all the days of our life, 



 

and at its end behold you  
in the glory of the eternal Trinity, 
one God forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 

The Dismissal 
 
        Hymn – Thy hand, O God, has guided 

recorded remotely by the Choral Scholars of St Martin-in-the-Fields in their homes, and edited together. 
 
1 Thy hand, O God, has guided 
 thy flock, from age to age; 
 their wondrous tale is written, 
 full clear, on every page; 
 our fathers owned thy goodness, 
 and we their deeds record; 
 and both of this bear witness; 
 one Church, one faith, one Lord. 
 
2 Thy heralds brought glad tidings 
 to greatest as to least; 
 they bade men rise, and hasten 
 to share the great King's feast; 
 and this was all their teaching, 
 in every deed and word, 
 to all alike proclaiming 
 one Church, one faith, one Lord. 
 
3 Through many a day of darkness, 
 through many a scene of strife, 
 the faithful few fought bravely, 
 to guard the nation's life. 
 Their Gospel of redemption, 
 sin pardoned, man restored, 
  was all in this enfolded: 
 one Church, one faith, one Lord.. 
 
4 Thy mercy will not fail us, 
 nor leave thy work undone; 
 with thy right hand to help us, 
 thy victory shall be won; 
 and then, by men and angels, 
 thy name shall be adored, 
 and this shall be their anthem: 
 one Church, one faith, one Lord. 

Edward Hayes Plumptre (1821-1891) 
 
 



 

Blessing 

      The faithful Shepherd protect you from all evil, 

      Strengthen you with his goodness, 

      Lead you to the fulness of his love; 

      And the blessing…. 

Amen.  

With the risen life of Christ within you, 
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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