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Background

The PCC has the responsibility for co-operating with the Incumbent, the Rev. 

Colin Such, in promoting in the ecclesiastical Parish, the whole mission of the 

Church. Pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical. It also has 

maintenance responsibilities for St. Michaels and Christ the King, together with 

the church hall and for the decoration of the Vicarage. The PCC also has to 

provide some assistance along with the local authority for the maintenance 

of the churchyard .



Public Benefit Statement

 The trustees of the PCC are aware of the Charity Commission's 
guidance on public benefit in The Advancement of Religion for the 
Public Benefit and have had regard to it in their administration of the 
Charity. The trustees believe that, by promoting the work of the Church 
of England in the Ecclesiastical Parish of Rushall it helps to promote the 
whole mission of the Church (pastoral, evangelistic, social and 
ecumenical) more effectively, within the Ecclesiastical Parish, and that 
in doing so it provides a benefit to the public by:

 Providing facilities for public worship, pastoral care and spiritual, moral 
and intellectual development, both for its members and for anyone 
who wishes to benefit from what the Church offers; and Promoting 
Christian values and service by members of the Church in and to their 
communities, to the benefit of individuals and society as a whole.
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Church Attendance
As at 31 December 2020, there were 94 parishioners on the Electoral Roll, 

59 of whom are resident and 35, who are non-resident.

The average Sunday attendance was 64 made up as follows:

These figures do not include online members.



Safeguarding

 The PCC complied with its duty under section 5 of the

Safeguarding and Clergy Discipline Measure 2016 (duty to have

due regard to House of Bishops' guidance on safeguarding

children and vulnerable adults); the safeguarding policy was

reviewed and approved during the year, all necessary notices

displayed within our buildings, all necessary checks were been

made of officers and others within the church where appropriate

and no safeguarding concerns were reported during the year.



Review of the year

 The PCC met 5 times in 2020 with an average attendance of 80%. The pandemic meant we did not meet as many times as 
usual and the Annual Meeting was delayed until August 16th.  Even though the physical meetings were unable to take place 
resolutions (Opening of Church, reduction of parish share and re-opening of church hall) were all passed via email.

 The new organ was purchased and installed early in the year and has now enabled us to record music onto it. The Covid
pandemic put great restrictions on the usual running of the Church, both in worship and fellowship. However, Colin reacted 
quickly to the new measures to ensure worship could continue on line. This was done through Zoom for morning and 
evening prayer and Facebook for Sunday Worship. Sermons including hymns have been available on Youtube.

 Carol Beckwith and Neale Wright produced occasional online videos throughout the year, including thought of the month 
videos and preaching their own sermons. 

 Pastoral care continued via the telephone, with many people setting up contact groups. 

 The Churches (St Michaels and Christ the King) re-opened in the summer, first for private prayer and then public worship. 
New measures related to social distancing and cleaning were all adhered to. Online services continued alongside physical 
worship. The churches remained open throughout the subsequent lockdowns. 

 The Church was awarded the silver status in the Eco Church scheme. A Church yard maintenance action plan was drawn up 
and displayed in church showing the work to take place through the seasons. 



Financial Report (Robert Hubble)

 The accounts for 2020 appear in the body of the report as usual although this 
year as expected they show a rather different position.

 We started by buying the new organ for the Parish Church at considerable 
expense and then the pandemic took hold. It has been very encouraging that 
most of the congregation have continued to maintain their giving even during 
the lockdowns. Other income has of course fallen including loose plate giving 
at the services from £7,702 to £5,236 . Hall Rental dropped from £11,500 in 2019 
to £3,465, and Special Event money fell from £7,753 to £3,130. It is difficult to see 
how we will even make that much money from these sources this year. 
Weddings have been largely put on hold. Some of the expenditure such as 
provision for services and fuel bills also fell because of less use in lockdown. The 
Diocese also helped by reducing the Parish Share for the year by around 
£6,000 or 1.5 months worth of Share.



Financial Report (Robert Hubble)

 It’s very difficult to see a positive way forward here. As is stated below our 

policy is to maintain around £35,000 of unrestricted funds but with only 

planned giving I don’t see how this will be achieved. At the time of writing 

lockdown measures have yet to be eased and it may be that Hall Rental 

and Social Event money may pick up later in the year. At this stage we are 

unable to do any real planning and can only wait and see.

 Thanks to the Diocesan Office for continuing the auditing of the accounts 

and to the Churchwardens and Glenys for counting and agreeing the 

collection monies each week. 



Financial Report (Robert Hubble)

 Reserves Policy

 It is PCC policy to try to maintain a balance on free reserves (net current assets) which equates to at least 6 months 
unrestricted payments. This is equivalent to £35,000. Free reserves at 31.12.2020 were £68,462. The reserves are held to 
smooth out fluctuations in cash flow and to meet emergencies. Furthermore, any excess of unrestricted Net Current 
Assets, over this amount, at the close of the financial year, was transferred to Designated Reserves to recognise future 
expenditure on the fabric of the church and also the planned purchase of a new temporary organ.

 The restricted funds are itemised in the notes section of the audited accounts.

 Short Term Investments

 It is our policy to invest the short term investment fund balances with the HSBC Deposit Fund.  The endowment is invested 
in the CCLA Church of England Investment Fund. 

 Risk Management 

 The Trustees are responsible for the identification, mitigation and or management of risk. To achieve this, a register of all
the risks identified is to be maintained by the PCC. Each Risk will be assessed and alongside it, a management and 
mitigation strategy formed. This is subject to review by the Trustees on an annual basis.

 This is subject to review by the Trustees on an annual basis.



Electoral Roll 

 As of December 2020 there were 94 parishioners on the Electoral roll, 59 0f 

whom are residents and 35 are non- residents.



Structure, Governance and 

Management

The PCC is a Body Corporate established by the Church of England (PCC Powers Measure 
1956, and the Church Representation Rules 2006) and is a Charity excepted from registration 
with the Charity Commission. The PCC is governed by the Parochial Church Council Powers 
Measure (1956) as amended that came into effect on 2nd January 1957, and the Church 
Representation Rules.

The method of appointment of the PCC members is set out in the Church Representation 
Rules. The Council comprises the Incumbent, the Churchwardens, a representative of the

Readers, those elected to the Deanery Synod, and other members who are elected at the 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting, by those on the Electoral Roll. The PCC members receive 
training from courses run by the Diocese. Members of the congregation are always urged to 
join the Electoral Roll, and to stand for election to the PCC.



Membership

Clergy: Incumbent The Reverend Colin Such 

Lay Readers:  Mrs Carol Beckwith 

Wardens:

Mrs Jan Firth,  

Mr John Vallance (Retired August 2020) 

Mr Robert Barnard (From August 2020)

Reps of Deanery Synod: Mrs Wendy Manton, Mr 
Robert Barnard (Church Warden), Mrs Gill Clark



Elected Members
• As from August 2020:  

• Mr. David Blakemore

• Mr. Michael Blakemore

• Mr. Simon Gill (Deputy Warden at Christchurch)

• Mr. Robert Hubble (Treasurer)

• Mr Neale Smith( Secretary)

• Mr John Vallance

• Ms Julia Hardisty

• Mrs Katharine Fuller 

• Mrs Denise Kemp

• Retired at August 2020: Mrs Rachel Wright, Mrs Ann Jones, Mr Brian Jones, Mr Roy Smith.



Committees
 The PCC operates through a number of committees, which meet between full meetings of the PCC

 Standing Committee This is the only committee required by law. It has power to transact business of the PCC 
between its meetings, subject to any directions given by the Council.

 Finance Sub-Committee Oversees the general financial dimension of the work of St Michael's and Christ the 
King by monitoring income and expenditure, budgeting and co-ordinating the annual review of the Christian 
Stewardship of money through planned giving.

 Social Events Committee This committee, co-ordinated by the Church Wardens, is responsible for fund-raising.

 Christ Church Committee This committee was set up to discuss items of interest specific to Christ the King.

 Church Hall Group This group is now delegated to let and market the Church Hall.

 Fabric Committee This committee was established to research and make recommendations to the PCC 
regarding the orderly repair and maintenance of the Church property.

 Parish Development Team The PCC establishes annually a Parish Development Team to develop its Mission 
Action Plan and monitor its implementation as well as developing shared ministry in the parish with the 
incumbent.

 Pastoral Care Group Whilst there is no longer a formal committee for the coordination of the caring for the sick 
and the housebound the duty of pastoral care falls upon the vicar who in turn calls upon various members of the 
congregation to visit those in need as and when required.



Deanery Synod (Wendy Manton)

 At the start of the year, in January, our first meeting was held at St. John’s Church, Walsall Wood. 
The speakers were Garry  Perry ( Head of Patient Relations at Walsall Manor Hospital Trust ) and 
Emma Aspinall (Director of Care Acorn’ s  Children’s Hospice ).

 In March , Church meetings and worship were closed due to the Covid 19 pandemic.

 Later in the year our Meetings were moved to Zoom and Synod was able to continue in a 
different format .

 The September meeting was via Zoom and the speaker was Julie Jones ( Diocesan Secretary 
and CEO ) she outlined her role that includes supporting the Bishop and his Staff. 

 In November 2020 our meeting included a presentation by Kate Jenkinson of the Church 
Missionary Society , it was formative and included a number of new projects. For example a 
Church Hall being used by the local Wrestling Club . The second speaker was Simon Foster who 
outlined the Shaping for Mission initiative that is planning the consolidate the work of the Church.

 To conclude 2020 , the Advent reflection was led by Rev Canon Julian Francis who encouraged 
our preparations for Christmas by using a simple prayer . 

 “ Come Lord Jesus , Saviour and Redeemer , help us to grow your Kingdom “ . 



Social Committee (Janet Firth)

 The Social Committee had to cancel its annual programme of events this year. 
Before lockdown we were able to hold a quiz organised by Denise Kemp to raise 
funds for our project in Malawi. This took place at the end of February and was 
well supported raising a good sum. Over the Summer when the rules allowed, a 
couple of small garden parties were held, where the hosts made sandwiches and 
cakes raising a small amount of money for the Church. 

 Sadly, our popular BBQ was cancelled at the start of September and none of Fairs 
took place which generate significant funds for the Church. 

 We hope to hold a social committee as soon as we are able and plan the type of 
social events possible given the current circumstances. Social events at St 
Michael’s are always popular, well supported and bring happiness to our 
community and beyond. We know that the congregation are looking forward to a 
time when they can be reinstated.



Eco Church (Jan Firth)

 This year the Church had planned for several eco events involving a talk from ‘God’s 
Acre’ and a night walk in the Churchyard. Inevitably these were cancelled and there 
are a programme of events planned for next year. However before the lockdown we 
held a display in the hall where several members of the congregation put on a 
display to demonstrate how we could be more environmentally conscious or friendly, 
not only as a congregation but as socially responsible Christians.

 In July we completed the Eco Church award questionnaire and were delighted to be 
awarded silver. This is a quite an achievement for a Victorian Church. The certificate 
was sent through shortly after and is displayed on the outside noticeboard. A silver 
eco plaque has been applied for.

 We intend to become a member of ‘God’s Acre’ and have linked our eco strategy 
to the Churchyard plan. The Wardens wrote the Churchyard Strategy to reflect the 
ongoing work needed in our beautiful Church environment.



Church Magazine (Rev. Colin Such)

 The Parish Magazine continues to be published with 10 editions throughout the year.

 The pandemic has, in a strange way, assisted in our goal of making our distribution of the magazine 
more eco-friendly in that it is now published online via our pages on “A church near you” with links on 
our Facebook page whilst only a handful of copies are printed for those not online.

 The magazine contains articles of interest both local, national and international on a wide variety of 
topics, most gained from the website “Parish Pump” to which we subscribe with other articles 
contributed by members of the church from time to time (contributions are always welcome!)

 Articles include the biographies of saints whose feast day falls in the month ahead, issues in the country 
both social, environmental and spiritual, issues facing Christians around the world including poverty and 
persecution together with puzzles and pages for children.

 The moving of the magazine to an online publication has meant that we can include more pictures 
and use colour more widely while also decreasing our use of paper and ink thereby lowering our 
expenditure.

 In addition to the magazine, the weekly newsletter with the Sunday readings and notices for the week 
has also become an online publication, again limiting our use of paper and ink.



Bell Ringing (Ann Jones)

 The following is a report for Rushall Bell Ringers :

 The lockdown and the following restrictions meant that ringing ceased for most of 2020 .

 Thoughout the summer ringing was not an option at all and once it did become permissible we were 
limited to a ring of only three bells due to the size and layout of the ringing chamber . There is not much 
that can be done on three bells but nevertheless it seems that local residents were pleased to be able 
to hear the bells again for the two Sunday services that we were able to do whilst wearing masks and 
keeping the one metre one distance which is all we can achieve in the space available . Ringing 
ceased again as the virus increased in prevalence .

 The planned Striking Competition to be held at Rushall Tower in 2020 was cancelled and tentatively 
rearranged for March 2021 which was looking increasingly unlikely in view of the current situation and 
has now been changed to a virtual event .

 Bell maintenance in 2020 consisted of the removal of the rope from bell 3 , which was showing signs of 
wear  ,on 13th February .John Vallance spliced the rope to effect a repair and it was reattached by 
Harry on 25th February . On 9th March John Mulvey , the Diocesan Bell Adviser , inspected the bells in 
readiness for the Striking Competition which was subsequently cancelled .

 There were no social events in 2020 .

 Finally on a personal note I would like to thank everyone for remaining loyal to the Tower and hope to 
resume our ringing and friendship sometime this year .



Music Report (Tony Lister)

 It is difficult to find joyous news this year but there is some in this music report.

 On 25th February 2020 our new Viscount digital organ was installed, much to the relief of our 
organist who no longer has to battle with the temperamental behaviour of the pipe organ. The 
new instrument has the added bonus that pieces can be recorded so that organ music can be 
played, for example when the organist is waiting for his Covid vaccine to take effect!

 For much of the year the choir have not been able to take part in choral services because of 
the Covid lockdown rules. However they have contributed to the best of their ability whenever 
rules have permitted. Socially distanced choir practices took place during summer/autumn. 
Everyone coped really well considering it is very difficult to sing when you are 2 metres apart 
and cannot hear each other properly.

 We have been able to sing for a few weddings and funerals, again socially distanced in the 
chancel, and we were pleased to be able to sing at two Christmas carol services so that the 
congregation could at least listen to the traditional carols even if they were not allowed to sing 
them.

 Happily there are signs that lockdown rules will start easing soon. We look forward to the day 
when we can meet as a re-united choir.



Christ The King (Simon Gill)

 2020 did not start well for the congregation at Christ Church, losing one of our most 
influential and long-standing members.

 Sue Blakemore was always doing something at Church, from making soup at Lent 
Lunches, baking cakes for concerts, fundraising events, and organising the fabulous 
Christmas nativity extravaganzas.

 We started our Lent Lunches in February.

 In early March the Walsall Harmonic Male Voice Choir made their usual appearance.

 All Church services were suspended from the end of March until July. When we returned, 
we were few in number but it was nice to be back.

 We were unable to have our usual Remembrance Service, Carols round the Tree, or Crib 
service,

 So here’s hoping for a better year in 2021. 



The Glebe Centre (Pauline Beagen)

 The Glebe Centre

 It has been a very different world, that we have all lived in this past year with some positives and 
negatives for all groups of people.

 The local authorities have housed a lot of homeless people in hotels but there is still a need, 
despite all the difficult restrictions the Glebe centre have adapted and responded to the needs 
of their service users.

 They have reorganised the centre but with Covid restrictions they are only able to deliver a 
reduced service of support, advice and information as they are only allowed to have five 
service users in the building at any one time, if one is having a shower and four having a meal 
any others would have to wait outside. They also provide a take away service for those that 
need it.

 The centre is not allowed to take any used clothing, so if a service user needs any clean clothing 
they need to have a small stock of new underwear and jogging bottoms.

 We as a church have responded by providing £200. This has bought: 9 pairs of mens jogging 
pants, 2 pair of ladies Jeans and a large amount of much needed kitchen equipment.



Dementia Friendly (Carol Beckwith) 

 More and more each week we are hearing the word Dementia mentioned. I think most of us know or have heard of someone who has 
Dementia. Alzheimer’s Research UK estimate that dementia prevalence in the UK will reach one million in 2021 and Alzheimer’s Society tell us 
that 42,000 will be under 65, and these figures are set to increase rapidly over the next several decades mainly due to increases in life 
expectancy and population demographics.  

 The diocese of Lichfield are supporting churches to become more dementia friendly churches, acknowledging the change and the loss that 
dementia brings, and also affirming the life and love that can be shared on the path through dementia.

 In 2017 Pauline Beagen and I attended a 4 week course learning some preliminary ideas with regard to signage, updating service books 
pictorially, training for welcomers and large print newsletters, to make our church more Dementia friendly.  Pauline and I put together a list of 
recommendations, some of which have been implemented – some ongoing. we were awarded with a “A Dementia-Friendly Church 
Certificate” and are able to use the Dementia Friendly Logo on our stationery.

 we have made a commitment to: 

 • Train our Welcomers and any others interested, using the Diocese of Lichfield four-session “Dementia Friendly Churches” course (the same 
course Pauline and I went on).

 • Hold a church service with a dementia focus, to raise awareness

 • Develop a noticeboard, displaying information about dementia in church.

 At the end of the year, the Action Plan will be reviewed and an appropriate Action Plan will be suggested for the subsequent year.



Care Home (Carol Beckwith)

 My visits to Rushall Care Home to visit Val Speed and offer her communion resulted in a 
request from Rhiannon Weaver, the Activities Co-ordinator, asking if I would visit some of 
the other residents who had also shown interest in taking communion. 

 As you can imagine it has been quite difficult during COVID as we only had the phone as 
contact, okay, but not ideal.  So with a little persuasion, Rhiannon managed to get the 
Home into the 21st Century by having Wi-Fi installed, which means we now conduct 
services via Zoom onto the television. We also offer the option of quiet prayers over the 
telephone as an alternative to general prayers. 

 We had a great Christmas Carol Service in December, due to illness I conducted the 
February service, and we have an Ash Wednesday service arranged for 17th February.  
It’s wonderful to hear the residents join in, and so rewarding to hear them singing the 
hymns. 



Sunday School (Amanda Woods)

 Andrew Hardisty and myself have been running a zoom Sunday school during lockdown, 
we started offering fortnightly Sunday sessions then increased to weekly in strict lock 
down.

 It’s generally a 20 minute session where the children of the church can connect with their 
friends share prayers a bible story and a song and dance to finish, the average age is 
about 5 with a few older siblings attending, some weeks we have had 6 families 
attending some weeks 1, there are about 20 children registered, we have a what’s ap 
group that keeps everyone informed of the theme of the week.

 Some families from St Michaels junior school also attend, it is very informal and used as a 
dip in and out of service knowing that the church is still very much there and present for 
our families is vital in these the hardest of times



Church Online (Rev. Colin Such)

 The year has seen a huge change in our use of the internet, much necessitated by the 
restrictions imposed by the pandemic. Despite the lack of an internet connection in the 
church itself the internet has been much used through the year.

 A Church Near You

 As mentioned elsewhere, our magazine and weekly newsletter are now published on our 
pages on the website “A church near you” with links to our Facebook page, thereby 
saving paper and ink and helping in our drive to become a more eco-friendly church. 
Other information and notices are available also for those searching for information on 
the parish and our activities.

 Church Website

 Our church website is updated throughout the week with news and notices and the 
church calendar. The website now includes videos (via our YouTube channel) of sermons, 
services and other events.



Church Online (Rev. Colin Such)

 Facebook

 The parish Facebook page is updated throughout the week with pictures, news and comment. 
25 Bible based quizzes (over 250 questions) with pictures from some of our past pilgrimages 
abroad have been published throughout the year to challenge, inform and invite discussion. The 
page has been used to generate conversation and challenges to send pictures of activities 
undertaken during the periods of lockdown and enable people to stay in touch. The main 
Sunday 10.30am service is streamed live each week and those unable to attend join us via 
Facebook to share in our worship. The Facebook page has proved to be an effective means of 
distributing news and information quickly to many of our members.

 Zoom

 Zoom is used throughout the week for the daily office with Morning Prayer at 8am and Evening 
Prayer at 6pm. Throughout the fist lockdown this took place 7 days a week but then as 
restrictions were relaxed, after 120 days, the vicar resumed his day off and the office ceased to 
be said on Fridays until, Neale Wright offered to lead Friday Morning Prayer. With a regular 6 and 
occasional 8 or 9 for Morning Prayer and 5 for Evening Prayer the services are well received.

 Zoom is also used for occasional meetings of the Vicar and Wardens and the PCC.



Church Online (Rev. Colin Such)

 YouTube

 Our YouTube channel had not been much used prior to the pandemic but is now used every 
week for videos of a sermon and hymns that are available to view from 3pm on Sundays. As 
people are unable to sing in church this fresh expression enables us to do so at home, using the 
resources offered by “A church near you” and the Church of England, for which we obtained a 
copyright streaming licence. Other events are also included on the channel including the 200 
club draws and throughout Advent the lighting of the Advent wreath.

 The videos are shared to our Facebook page and our website.

 Twitter

 Our twitter account although used fairly often is not widely used and this is something that we 
shall be looking at in the forthcoming year.

 WhatsApp

 WhatsApp is currently used by the online Sunday School which is very well supported. 
Consideration was also given to using this for future small groups such as Lent Groups or study 
groups.



Care of the Church yard(Robert Barnard)

 The Churchyard at St. Michaels is one of our best assets however it is also one which 
requires constant attention.  This is especially so as Walsall Council, which has responsibility 
for the closed Churchyard, is only able to do limited work on it due to financial restraints.

 We should be proud of the way the Churchyard reflects the seasons with flowers such as 
snowdrops, crocuses, daffodils, bluebells, white bells and wild garlic being plentiful along 
with other species such as red campion being spotted occasionally.  The mature trees 
such as oak, plane, beech, hornbeam etc are a joy to behold but also require pruning 
from time to time and during Autumn the leaves need clearing away.

 The Council now only strim the Churchyard three times a year and although your 
Churchwardens are in constant touch it does not appear that this policy change will 
soon.



Care of the Church yard(Robert Barnard)

 One particular problem we encountered during the year was that the railings at the front of the 
Church, covered by the hedge, started to collapse.  The railings became a safety hazard and were 
removed as a matter of urgency.

 Many thanks to Richard Williams for doing this work.  During the year decisions will have to be taken on 
how we deal with the rather unsightly hedge that is left in position together with a gap in the railings.

 During the year under review the monthly working party has worked to make the Churchyard look at its 
best.  This work has continued despite the sad loss of Roy Smith who helped organise the group over the 
past few years.  He will be sorely missed.

 The monthly working parties are not enough however and during the year a Churchyard Maintenance 
Plan was developed and put up in the Church.  The point of this being that anyone at any time can 
come and look at the plan and do a little bit of work at the appropriate time in the year.  We will only 
be able to preserve our wonderful Churchyard if we take the time and effort to keep it tidy and make 
sure that it will remain so.



Servers (Rev. Colin Such)

 The servers’ ministry was very limited in 2020. Vic Haines , for many years acting as 
“Crucifer,” entered into care and was no longer able to continue his role though we had 
gained Ian Glenn as acolyte. We are thankful to Vic for his many years of service.

 For the first few weeks of the year they managed to provide a full complement of servers 
each Sunday until the first lockdown began in March. Thereafter the server’s ministry was 
suspended for social distancing purposes until the very end of the year when the ministries 
of MC and Thurifer were reintroduced in a limited form. 

 For many years the Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary have visited the church for their 
guild office but were unable to do so in 2020 due to the lockdown and subsequent 
restrictions. With Vic, the only member of the guild, no longer serving it is unclear whether 
their annual visit will continue in the future.

 Most of the servers continued to attend in person each week despite the inability to 
conduct their usual roles and look forward to the time when normal service can resume



Occasional Offices (Rev. Colin Such)

 The occasional offices were greatly affected by the pandemic throughout the 

year.

 Baptisms.

 At various points in the year baptisms were forbidden or were allowed with 

stringent safeguards to minimise risk of transmission whilst having requirements 

of social distancing and wearing of facemasks. Due to the need for social 

distancing it was not possible to offer baptisms within the main Sunday service. 

Surprisingly, once baptisms were permitted to take place again, there was no 

limit on the number of people permitted to attend (unlike weddings and 

funerals) except for the requirement of keeping social distancing, although 

the post baptism party was forbidden. However, we have restricted numbers 

to 30 maximum. Because of the restrictions and inability to hold a party there 

were only three baptism during the year.



Occasional Offices (Rev. Colin Such)

 Confirmation.

 The cluster confirmation service was due to take place in St. Michael’s this year but was cancelled due to the pandemic.

 Weddings

 As with Baptisms, weddings were forbidden from taking place for a while during the year and once allowed again a limit 
was placed on the number of guests allowed, first a limit of 15 and then a limit of 6 persons with the expectation that 
weddings should only take place in exceptional circumstances. Despite the many difficulties faced by couples in planning 
their weddings four took place in St. Michael’s during 2020. 4 Baptisms took place in 2020

 Funerals

 By their very nature funerals continued to take place throughout the year although for a time it was not possible to use the 
church building. Numbers able to attend were greatly reduced; governed partly by government rules but also by the limits 
placed by Walsall Council on entry to Streetly Crematorium and the cemetery. At one point the number allowed was 
reduced to 6 but for much of the year 15 were allowed in the West chapel of the crematorium with 10 in the East chapel 
and a further 15 in each instance standing outside whilst 30 were allowed in church once permission was given for church 
buildings to be used again.

 Throughout the year 45 funerals were taken, 7 of which took place in church.

 In November our annual memorial service took place though this was an online only service, invitations to which were 
delivered to every family to whom we had ministered throughout the year.



Pastoral Care (Robert Barnard)

 Our Mission Action Plan has, as one of its objectives, an improvement in our pastoral care 
arrangements.  We think that we are good at caring for our regular congregations and we hope to 
build on this by extending what we do to those who might be considered as being “on the fringe”.  
However, our plans to make a big effort in this area in the year under review were hampered by the 
pandemic.

 The AGM was delayed until August and although a new pastoral care team was formed it has not 
yet been able to meet.  The team membership now includes those who are in contact with couples 
preparing for marriage and baptism as well as those who deal with families grieving for loved ones. 

 As stated earlier the pandemic has meant that our plans have been delayed a little but I think it has 
brought us together much more than in the past.

 Most of our contacts have been by telephone where a number of us have tried to keep in touch with 
everyone on a regular basis.  There have also been many other contacts by text and other social 
media.

 What has been especially heartening is that many more “unofficial” contacts have been made 
across our Churches as people have tried to keep in touch with each other.

 Hopefully the pandemic will soon begin to fade and normality, in some form, will return.  As it does 
you can be assured that the Vicar, Lay Reader and Churchwardens together with all those involved 
in a pastoral care capacity will seek to build on the work done to care for all during these difficult 
months.  



Worship (Rev. Colin Such)

 Worship is, of course, central to the life of the church and has adapted in various ways to 
the challenges of the pandemic.

 The start of the year progressed as usual with the New Year’s Day service at Christ the 
King on January 1st and our usual services throughout Epiphany culminating in the feast 
of Candlemas. Lent began with the Ash Wednesday service with imposition of ashes but 
then by Mothering Sunday we were in lockdown and the church buildings were closed. 
Until Easter the vicar led non Eucharistic worship from the vicarage with a virtual Holy 
Week of meditations leading to an “Agape” with meditations moving around the 
vicarage and its garden on Maundy Thursday evening, the last hour of the cross on Good 
Friday, a candlelit Compline on Easter Eve and a Eucharist on Easter Day, the first 
celebration of the Eucharist since the lockdown had begun.

 A regular pattern of worship quickly established itself with online Morning and Evening 
Prayer daily and a Sunday Eucharist streamed live on Facebook, first from the vicarage 
and then from church once the building was opened again.



Worship (Rev. Colin Such)

 Since then the daily office has continued online each day and is well supported and the 
10.30am Sunday Eucharist has continued to be streamed live on Facebook each week.

 Our church buildings once reopened remained open throughout the rest of the year 
although numbers were limited due to social distancing requirements.

 Our usual Christmas services were changed, none of the usual services could take place 
at Christ the King as there was not enough room but we managed a family carol service, 
nine lessons and carols, the Midnight Mass and two Christmas morning Eucharists at St. 
Michael’s.

 The Tuesday service at Christ the King was suspended throughout the pandemic and has 
yet to be reinstated whilst the Thursday Eucharist was begun once the initial lockdown 
was lifted as were all of our Sunday services. The Sunday evening prayer was changed to 
another Eucharist to enable people to come to a service at any point on Sunday for 
communion giving five opportunities throughout the week for them to do so.

 Numbers attending worship in person have remained good throughout the year.



Schools (Rev. Colin Such)

 Although we have no church schools in the parish we have good links with the two 
primary schools that are. The vicar was unable to make his usual visits to Rushall JMI school 
for assemblies but did create a video for use in an in school Christmas assembly.

 The vicar as chair of governors of Radleys continued his weekly visits to the headteacher 
to discuss issues regarding the school, the welfare of children and staff and issues 
affecting the community. Throughout the year mental health was of primary concern 
together with the challenges of online learning, supporting vulnerable children and the 
keeping of Covid restrictions in the community.

 In addition Elmwood Special School in Rushall visited the churchyard prior to 
Remembrance Sunday to leave handmade remembrance poppies on the war memorial 
cross.

 Unfortunately due to restrictions in place throughout the year no school assemblies were 
possible in any of the schools.



Vocation (Neale Wright)

 The discernment of my vocation took great strides during 2020. Which ultimately ended in being 
selected to attended the Bishops Advisory Panel in March 2021. Like many people I have been 
affected by the lockdowns and coronavirus pandemic. However, it has given me the opportunity to 
move closer in a relationship with God, through reflection and prayer. Thus, strengthening my faith. Not 
to mention allowing me to spend more time with my wife and daughter.

 With the full support, via opportunities and feedback, of the Vicar I have been able to increase my 
mission and ministry in the church. I have produced several ‘thought of the month’ videos and even 
preached on the church’s Facebook and Youtube pages. In 2021 I will be leading zoom morning 
prayer on Colin’s day off. 

 I am so pleased to have the love and support of the Vicar and the congregation and I am humbled to 
share this journey with all of them. I am excited to see what God has instore for me in the coming 
months and years.

 Bring on March 2021. 
































